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Policy Requirements 

La Perouse Public School Homework Policy has been developed with reference to the 
Department of Education (DoE) Homework Policy. The Homework Policy guidelines are 
available at: 

 https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/associated-documents/Hwk_Pol_guide.pdf. 

Rationale 

Homework allows for practising, extending and the consolidation of work done in class. 
Homework provides opportunities for students in planning and organising time. Additionally, it 
establishes habits of study and self-discipline. 

Guidelines 

1. Homework is not meant to, and should not occupy the majority of a child’s time away from 
the school. 

2. Homework is set for students. Parents/carers should be supportive and interested 
3. If a parent/carer objects to homework, this is his/her choice. A note should be written by the 

parent/carer to the class teacher excluding the student from all homework. The student will 
be excluded from all homework activities except for activities which students are required to 
undertake to prepare for a lesson or assessment task. This preparation may include, but is 
not limited to: preparing a speech or news presentation, research or collecting items for an 
activity. 

4. Teachers set homework according to our school policy. 
5. It is the responsibility of students to submit their homework to the best of their ability, 

completed on time, to the appropriate teacher. Parents/carers will be informed if this does 
not regularly occur. 

6. While homework is an important component of the teaching and learning process, schools 
recognise that it is important for students to have time for play, leisure, family time and 
physical activities outside of school. 

Procedures 

• A homework guide for parents/carers will be provided in the term overview at the start of 
each term. 

• Parents/carers may be asked to sign work when completed 
• Work will be marked regularly on completion, and feedback given to students 

 

Implementation 

• Homework will be given on allocated days. 
• Students on extended leave will not be given formal individualised homework. It is suggested 

if appropriate, they read daily, keep a diary and learn about their holiday environment. 
• Homework will vary according to the grade level of the student. Please refer to the table 

below as a guide. 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/associated-documents/Hwk_Pol_guide.pdf


 
 

School Year 
Daily 
Time 

(approx.) 
In general, homework will consist of: 

 
Kindergarten 

 

 
10 mins* 

• Home reading to parents/carers 
• Preparing story sharing items/speeches on a given topic 

Stage 1 
Years 1 and 

2 

 
15 mins* 

 

• Home reading to parents/carers 
• Preparing story sharing items/speeches on a given topic 

Stage 2 
Years 3 and 

4 

 
20 mins* 

 

• Home reading (to parents/carers or silent reading) 
• Preparing speeches on a given topic 

Stage 3 
Years 5 and 

6 

 
30 mins* 

 

• Home reading (to parents/carers or silent reading) 
• Preparing speeches on a given topic 

Please note: The daily time provides a suggested duration for homework activities. The time 
taken to complete homework may vary depending upon factors including the age, stage and 
the ability of students. The school acknowledges that students have other commitments, such as 
sport, cultural activities, tuition outside of school hours, family time and other home 
responsibilities which may need to be taken into consideration when homework is completed.  
 

Informal activities at home or in play can assist students to develop a wide range of knowledge 
and skills. Language and number concepts can be introduced in many family activities, 
including: shopping, preparation of food, family outings, listening to stories, learning songs and 
nursery rhymes, self-directed play, conversations about what is happening in school and board 
and card games 

Research 

The staff at La Perouse Public School are committed to setting high expectations and a love of 
learning for all students as well as being mindful of the cognitive, physical, social, emotional, 
spiritual wellbeing of the growing mind and body. 

When investigating the most up to date information/research on homework and its effects for 
our students, we had to stay true to Department Policy but found the following research help to 
rationalise our decision. 

• NSW Department of Education (2012), Homework Policy, Guidelines, 
www.schools.nsw.edu.au 

• NSW Department of Education (2017), School Excellence Framework Version 2 
• Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation (2020), What works best in practice, 

research report 
• Centre for Education Statistics and Evaluation (2014), How high expectations and 

engagement in primary school drive student learning, research report 
• Gill, K. (2019), How does homework affect students?,  Atlas of Science 

https://atlasofsciene.org 
• Lathan, J (2019), Education Inequity: Homework and its negative impact on students 
• Lillico, I (2004), Homework and the Homework Grid,  
• Pinsker, J.(2019), The cult of Homework. The Atlantic, March. 
• Wexler, N (2019), Why Homework Doesn’t seem to boost learning—and how it could, 

Education 
• Whitby, G (2017), Helping your child do their homework may not help them, CENtRAL 
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