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School Motto 
“Reliability” 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 

Congratulations to Rooms 17 and 18 for a wonderful Remembrance Day assembly last Thursday. The 
ceremony was very solemn and well run. It was also informative and the respect shown by the audience 
highlights how important this event is for all our children. Our Flanders Field initiative was once again 
well supported and a poignant reminder to everyone. 
 

Well done to all the parents and children who attended the Biannual Kindy/Pre Primary Art show last 
week. It was fantastic to see so many people come and support the Early Childhood Centre and to be 
part of a great social occasion. Kudos to our Auctioneer, not only did he do a great job with auctioning 
off the quilts and driving up the prices he was also personally a major contributor to the fundraising 
efforts – albeit 10c at a time! The money raised on the night goes towards the cost of the Fundamental 
Movement program called KIDDO which we are doing next year. Kiddo - Improve Your Move | 
 

This year we are going to have an extra special PBS rewards day. Every year we reward the children 
who have earnt ‘B’ tickets (awarded for positive behaviour) across the course of the year. A suggestion 
for this year was that we look at having a water fun day. We contacted local company Midwest Bounce 
and Fun to see what the costs would be to hire a water slide. After some fantastic negotiations we 
have been able to secure 5 different water slides to use – although at a higher price than what we had 
budgeted for. Enter the Mount Tarcoola PS P&C who have agreed to help fund the cost of the slides in 
order to make it happen. More information will come home once we get closer to the end of the year. 
 

This year we are supporting the Salvation Army Christmas food appeal. We are asking families to  
donate non-perishable food items to be used by those in need over the Christmas period. The 
Geraldton Salvation Army will be hoping to directly help over 100 families in need over the Christmas 
period. We will place collection boxes in the Undercover Area commencing in Week 8 (Monday the 29th 
of November) and children can place grocery items in them. Guidelines for the types of things that can 
be donated are included with this newsletter. 
 

At the end of this year we farewell the Emery family who are moving to Northam. We wish them all 
the very best. There are a couple of reasons for singling out the Emery family and in particular  
mum – Sindee. Sindee has been a big part of the P&C and school community over the years while at the 
same time flying under the radar. Sindee has been the Scholastic Booklcub Organiser for a long time 
and has overseen a major change with the move to online ordering. Sindee is also the Mount Tarcoola 
PS Junior Netball Coordinator and does a great job of organising the girls each year so they can play 
together in the Junior Netball competition on the weekends in winter. Many thanks to Sindee and again 
all the best for the future. 
 

What this does mean though is that we now need to find a Scholastic Bookclub organiser and a Netball 
Coordinator for next year. If anyone is interested in either of these volunteer positions please contact 
the front office or contact Sindee directly. These activities are run and coordinated by a parent for 
all the Mount Tarcoola children, if there are no volunteers these activities will not happen next year.  
 

Finally our hearts, thoughts and prayers are with Ms Harrop and her family on the recent passing of 
husband Terry after a long illness. I know that all staff, students and parents will want to express 
their condolences. Ms Harrop has touched the hearts and lives of many students and families over the 
years and we all want her to know we are thinking of her and are there to support her as best we can 
during this very sad time. 
 
 
PAUL LUXTON 
PRINCIPAL 

 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

Principal: Paul Luxton  
 Deputy Principals: Shane Rutter,   Marlene Bevan      

   Manager Corporate Services: Brooke Elward 
 

Email: MountTarcoola.PS@education.wa.edu.au 
Website: http://mttarcoola.wa.edu.au/ 

 

Telephone: 
School:                            08 9968 1100 
Kindy/Pre-primary:          08 9968 1100 
Canteen:                          08 9964 3162 

mailto:MountTarcoola.PS@education.wa.edu.au
http://mttarcoola.wa.edu.au/


 
 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
Wednesday 17th November 
Student Councillor Elections 

 
Wednesday 24th November 

Faction Captain Elections 
 

Monday 22nd November 
Geraldton Senior High School 

Year 6 Transition 
 

22nd - 24th November 
Champion Bay Senior High 
School Year 6 Transition 

 
Friday 26th November 
Jump Rope for Heart  
school Jump Off Day  

 
Monday 29th November 

School Band visit 
P&C Meeting 7pm  

 
Tuesday 30th November  

Parent Newsletter 
 

Friday 10th December 
End of Year Awards Assembly 

 
Tuesday 14th December 

Parent Newsletter 
 

Wednesday 15th December 
Student Reports sent home 

 
Thursday 16th December 

Year 6 Challenge Day 
End of Term 

 
Monday 31st January 2022 
Students commence Term 1 

 

 
SCHOOL WATCH ALERT 

Our school is being subjected to 
increasing vandalism after 
school and on weekends. Please 
report any after hours visitors 
to the police on 9923 4555 or 
School Watch on 131 444. 
Please keep children out of the 
school grounds after hours. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SKIPPING AND JUMP ROPE FOR HEART 
Skipping and Jump Rope for Heart have been keeping students active 
throughout the day.  One of the highlights every morning is Mrs McGonigal's 
massive purple rope challenge where students jump until there is just "one 
man standing". In PE classes students have learnt the "skier", performed the 
"can can" and "round the world" has been popular. Over 50 students have 
registered with Jump Rope for Heart, logging 69 hours of skipping and         
raising close to $3,000 for the Heart Foundation.  Whew!! 

BAND SPECTACULAR 
Well done to our instrumental students who attended the Band Spectacular 
as members of the Combined Schools Training Band.  
 

Students pictured: Dianna Vlavianos, Isabella Nauer, Kristin Beaver,  
Charlotte Lancaster, Claire Bond and Nienna Friesen. 

https://beyou.edu.au/


STUDENTS LEAVING MOUNT TARCOOLA PS IN 2021 — Return to school office  
If your child/ren are currently in Kindy to Year 5 and will not be returning to Mount Tarcoola PS in 2022 please 
complete the section below and return it to the school office as soon as possible. 
 
My child/ren __________________________________________________________________________ 
will not be returning to Mount Tarcoola PS in 2022.  
 

Current Year/s: _____________________________    Room Number/s: ____________________________ 
 

Date Leaving: _____________________       Destination School: __________________________________ 
 

Parent’s Name: ___________________________________________________    
 

Signature: ___________________________________                 Date: ______________________ 

CHAPLAIN’S CHAT 
 

Talking To Your Children About School. 
Talking with your child about the school day shows you’re interested in what’s going on in their life. 
This interest boosts your child’s mental health, happiness and wellbeing. It can also have a very                 
positive effect on your child’s behaviour and achievement. It shows your child that you value school 
and education, which encourages them to value it too. 
 
‘How was school?’ is a big question. To answer, your child has to sum up a whole day, and that’s hard for 
children to do. So it’s easier just to say, ‘OK’. 
 
It’s best to avoid asking your child a lot of questions straight away. Sometimes it’s a matter of sensing 
your child’s mood and picking the right moment. This can often be when you’re doing something with 
your child. 
 
Give your child your full attention if they want to talk with you about their day. Use active listening 
techniques. These can help you pick up on your child’s feelings and work out whether they want to talk. 
 
It’s good to use questions that invite more than a ‘yes’, ‘no’ or ‘OK’ response. For example: 
What did you like best at school today?  
What did you do in class after recess? 
Who did you hang out with today?  
What topics are you working on in science at the moment? 
 
Take seriously whatever your child tells you. For example, you can say things like, ‘That’s really            
interesting. Then what happened?’ or ‘And how do you feel about that?’ 
 
Use respectful language when you talk about the school and teachers with or in front of your child.  
 
Stay calm around tricky topics, listen without judgement and focus on how your child is feeling. 
 
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/school-education/school-homework-tips/talking-about-school  
 
Jenny Seaby 
School Chaplain 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/school-education/school-homework-tips/talking-about-school


COMMUNITY NEWS 


