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Issue 5, 2018

A Message from the Principal

Delamere St Tiwi NT 0810 
PO Box 41370 Casuarina NT 0811
e: dripstone.middle@ntschools.net  p: 08 8983 7777  

Important 
Dates

13 April  
Last Day Term 1

23 April
Term 2 resumes

24 April 
Anzac Day Assembly

25 April 
Anzac Day Public Holiday

3 May 
May Day Holiday

10 May 
Swimming Carnival

DON'T FORGET TO 
USE YOUR BACK 

TO SCHOOL 
VOUCHERS BY 

THE END OF  
TERM 1.

Dear Parents and Carers
Parent Teacher Interviews
Thank you to all the parents and carers who attended parent teacher 
interviews last week and used the online booking system to organise their 
appointments.  These interviews provide a great opportunity for you to 
meet with your child’s teachers to discuss the progress they are making in 
their learning. It also provides teachers a great opportunity to learn more 
information about their students. If you missed making an appointment with 
your child’s teachers, please contact the school or teacher to arrange a 
phone or face to face meeting.

Japanese Study Exchange Tour
Dripstone Middle School provides students with great opportunities to learn 
firsthand about our history and cultural diversity through a number of local, 
interstate and international excursions. These allow students to develop 
awareness, sensitivity and empathy for others and environments. Students 
will also develop the right attitudes and values that accept and value cultural diversity.  This year we are 
providing a great opportunity for students in any year level to participate in the Japanese Study Exchange Tour. 
This will take place towards the end of Term 3 and students will visit our sister school, Kibi Cho Junior High 
School. Expressions of Interest need to be in by the end of this week. 

Canberra Trip 
Last week a large group of Year 8 students were selected to attend the Canberra Trip in August. Selection for 
school trips is based on the applicant’s ability to reflect the SOAR values: Safety, Ownership, Achievement, and 
Respect. This excursion will provide our students with a great opportunity to learn about our history and political 
system by visiting significant Australian landmarks including Parliament House.

Year 7 Camp 
We had planned a Year 7 camp to Batchelor Outdoor Education Centre for the end of this term, but have 
postponed this due to a lack of interest. If interest is high we will reorganise this for the beginning of Term 4. 
Outdoor education camps help to build resilience and teamwork in students as they learn how to take safe risks 
in the outdoor environment. 

ANZAC Day Assembly
Our Duke of Edinburgh students will host an ANZAC Day Commemorative assembly next term on Tuesday 24th 
April at 9.30am. Parents are welcome to attend.  This provides another great opportunity for students to learn 
about and value this significant day in Australia’s history.

New Digital Newsletter
Next term the newsletter will be going digital and all parents and carers are encouraged to download the School 
Stream App which provides this information immediately.  Instructions are on the back page. Another alternative 
is to receive the newsletter via email. Please inform the school if you require a hard copy or encourage your 
child to collect one from the front office.

Have an enjoyable school holiday term break.                 
Robyn Thorpe, Principal
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New signage to reinforce our Orderly Learning Environmental Policies
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School Sport 
CLUSTER BASKETBALL 
On Thursday 22 March at Marrara Indoor Stadium, thirty four boys and eleven girls represented Dripstone at the annual Basketball Cluster 
event.  We had four boys’ teams and two girls’ teams.  Karen Newman, Brittany Ward and Mark McLean took the girls’ teams.  Dave 
Crowley, Cameron Ilett, Chris Baksh and Greg Cilento were in charge of the boys teams.

Once the team singlets were handed out it was time to play.  Each team played four games and there were no cross-over finals, so where 
they finished in each pool was determined by the win : loss ratio.

Girls:   Dripstone 1 finished 3rd in Pool A
 Dripstone 2 finished 5th in Pool A
Boys: Dripstone 3 finished 1st in Pool A
 Dripstone 4 finished 1st in Pool B
 Dripstone 5 finished 2nd in Pool B
 Dripstone 6 finished 3rd in Pool A

Well done to all students who played well, in a good spirit and represented the school with pride.  Thank you to all the staff who coached 
or supervised on the day, your efforts are very much appreciated.

RUGBY LEAGUE CLUSTER
Seventeen boys attended this event at Rugby Park Marrara with Dave Crowley the supervising coach on Wednesday 28th March.  The 
competition was Year 7 and 8 only so it gave an equal opportunity for each boy to play with confidence, especially in relation to tackling and 
being tackled.  In the end the boys finished with three wins and one draw coming second in their pool.  It was a good effort by all players 
as the day was hot and humid and they got tired as time continued.  Thanks to Dave for his continued hard work, enabling the boys to be 
able to play and represent the school.

Greg Cilento, School Sport Coordinator

Humanities 811 Exploring History
One of our Year 8 Humanities classes have been exploring what life was like in the time of the Vikings and the Middle Ages. Students have 
spent the term working very hard, researching and discussing the lives of the people who lived in those times. As a result of their research 
they have created some amazing pieces of artwork that reflect the values and beliefs of these time periods. The students produced replicas 
of artefacts, houses and Viking longships and it is obvious that a great deal of time and effort has gone into them. Well done Humanities 811! 

Nadia RImmer, Marketing and Media
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School Stream Communication App
We would like to remind our families to download the School 
Stream app on their phones. Skoolbag is going to be discontinued 
and we will be using School Stream as our new communication 
app to keep our families updated with everything happening at 
Dripstone. News and events are being posted on School Stream 
right now so download it today! Instructions on how to download 
School Stream are attached to this newsletter. Please see front 
office staff if you require any assistance. 

iPhone / iPad iOS

From your mobile device go to the App Store search for School Stream
Tap the FREE/GET button to the right of the School Stream listing
Tap the INSTALL button
Enter your Apple ID and password & tap OK
Wait for the install icon to change to OPEN
Tap the OPEN button
You will be prompted to accept push notications, you will need to select OK
Start typing your school name into the search then SELECT your school

Android / Tablet

From your mobile device go to the Play Store search for School Stream
Tap the School Stream listing
Tap the INSTALL button
Tap the ACCEPT button
Wait for the app to install then tap the OPEN button
Start typing your school name into the search then SELECT your school
Tap the DONE button in the top left

Help for New Users

When your school prole is loaded in the School Stream app please visit  
Help for New Users (found on the home page of the app) to see how you 
can manage and enhance your user experience.

How to get the School Stream 
app on your mobile device

www.schoolstream.com.au

Dripstone Talent at Harmony Day at 
Leanyer Primary School

A group of Year 8 Dripstone students displayed their amazing 
musical skills to the local community last Thursday. They 
performed as a band for the parents, teachers and students of 
Leanyer Primary School at their Harmony Day celebrations. It was 
an early start for the students, they met at Dripstone well before 
classes started, loaded the bus with their equipment and travelled 
to Leanyer Primary. 

They performed several songs for a crowd that numbered in the 
hundreds before packing up and heading back to school. Their 
performance was so popular they have been asked to return again 
next year! Congratulations to our very talented music students on 
their hard work! We look forward to seeing them battle it out in the 
annual Battle of the School Bands competition next term.

Tim Webb, Music Teacher


