
                                                        
  
 
26 April 2021 
  
 
Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers, 
  
The St Aloysius Catholic College community has been deeply saddened to learn of 
the passing of our Grade 2 student, Hamish Cullen, after a long illness.  Hamish is the 
younger brother of Jade (Grade 6) and Eli (Grade 8). 
 
Tomorrow, the College will pray as a community for Hamish and his family, and for 
ourselves, that we might unite in loving support of each other at this difficult time. 
  
Mrs Sharmila Holland and Mr Joel Berry, our College Counsellors, will be with us during 
the day and will be helping students and staff as they come to terms with our loss. 
We will, as far as possible, maintain our normal schedule of activities at school. Some 
students will take some time from their regular classes to participate in special 
activities or support offered to help them deal with their reactions. 
  
Although your son or daughter may be affected by the death of Hamish, it would be 
best for routine to continue as normal and students should attend school as usual. 
We may expect a variety of reactions, including some unexpected or surprising 
responses from students. It is generally acknowledged that at a time of loss it is 
important to listen, reassure and validate (but not force) expressions of feelings. This 
news may also trigger memories of other previous losses and struggles, so it is 
important to allow time for feelings to be expressed and talked about. 
  
Included with this letter are resources on grief in young people which may be of use. 
Copies of these are available at each Campus office. Additionally, if you are 
concerned about your child’s welfare in coping with the news of Hamish’s death, 
please do not hesitate to contact the College on 6229 0100. Gr 2 parents are advised 
that a separate letter has been sent to you via Schoolstream and Seesaw. Your child 
has also been given a hard copy of the Gr 2 parent letter. 
  
The College will continue to operate as normal tomorrow. 
  
 



May we be especially mindful of each other at this sad and difficult time, and we 
pray that our faith be strengthened and that our confidence in the loving care of our 
God be renewed. Please keep Hamish and his family in your thoughts and prayers.  
  
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Eamonn Pollard 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
Possible resources to support families 
 
https://childdevelopmentinfo.com/how-to-be-a-parent/communication/talk-to-kids-
death/#gs.zg62nu 
 
https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/help/support/bereaved-family-friends/supporting-
grieving-child/talking-to-children-about-death 
 
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/death.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


