
 
 
26th April 2021 
  
Dear Parents, Guardians, Carers, 
  
The St Aloysius Catholic College community has been deeply saddened to learn of 
the passing of our Grade 2 student, Hamish Cullen, after a long illness. Hamish is the 
younger brother of Jade (Grade 6) and Eli (Grade 8). Staff have been informed today 
but we felt that this information is shared most appropriately with your child by you as 
parents/guardians so we have not informed them of this sad news. We ask that you 
let your child know this afternoon/evening and offer them any support they may 
need. We have provided below some possible words which may assist you in sharing 
this sad news. As well at the end of this letter are some links to resources which may 
be of use in the coming days. 
 
Tomorrow our College Counsellors will be with us during the day to help students and 
staff as we come to terms with our loss. In the morning, we will pray as a community 
for Hamish and his family, and for ourselves, that we might unite in loving support of 
each other at this difficult time.  We will, as far as possible, maintain our normal 
schedule of activities at school.  Some students may struggle with this news. We will 
offer the opportunity to take some time from their regular classes to participate in 
special activities or support offered to help them deal with their reactions. 
  
Although your son or daughter may be affected by the death of Hamish, it would be 
best for routine to continue as normally as possible, and students should attend 
school as usual. We may expect a variety of reactions, including some unexpected 
or surprising responses from students. It is generally acknowledged that at a time of 
loss it is important to listen, reassure and validate (but not force) expressions of 
feelings. This news may also trigger memories of other previous losses and struggles, 
so it is important to allow time for feelings to be expressed and talked about. 
  
We are communicating this information to all in our College community later this 
afternoon and you will receive a second letter as a result. Please refer to School 
Stream for any relevant information and/or resources which may be helpful. 
Additionally, if you are concerned about your child’s welfare in coping with the news 
of Hamish’s death, please do not hesitate to contact the College on 6229 0200.  
  
The College will continue to operate as normal tomorrow. 
  



May we be especially mindful of each other at this sad and difficult time, and we 
pray that our faith be strengthened and that our confidence in the loving care of our 
God be renewed. Please keep Hamish and his family in your thoughts and prayers. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 
(Mr) Eamonn Pollard 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
Possible wording to use with sharing the sad news about Hamish with your child: 
 
We’ve heard some very sad news today about your friend and classmate Hamish 
Cullen. You remember that he has been very sick for some time and that we have 
prayed for him often and wore our hoodies last year to raise some funds to help him 
and his family. 
 
Very sadly, on Saturday Hamish died. His mum and dad were with him.  
 
You may wish to say a prayer for Hamish and his family. Your class tomorrow will have 
a special prayer time for him also. 
 
Possible resources to support families 
 
https://childdevelopmentinfo.com/how-to-be-a-parent/communication/talk-to-kids-
death/#gs.zg62nu 
 
https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/help/support/bereaved-family-friends/supporting-
grieving-child/talking-to-children-about-death 
 
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/death.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


