
3rd February 2021 

Dear Parents 

We would like to take this opportunity to warmly welcome you to Kindergarten at St Aloysius  
Catholic College. We would like to provide you with some useful and important information  
regarding our class routines: 

For children to feel secure, they must be collected on time at the end of the day. If you are  
going to be late, or someone else is picking your child up, please ring the College office. If  
your child is to be collected early, please go to the front office and sign your child out. You  
will be given a release form to bring to the classroom.  If your child is unable to attend  
school because of illness etc please inform the campus office by 9.00 am who will, in turn,  
inform us. Parents can also choose to notify of an absentee through the app ‘Compass’. 

To make before and after school arrangements easier and, so we know who will be  
collecting your child on a regular basis, we have included a form for all parents to  
complete. Please return these forms promptly.  

Newsletters and Communication 
Communication with your child’s teacher is very important. We place 
correspondence/artwork in the expandable folder located near the entrance to Kinder.  
Please check behind your child’s name on a daily basis. 

College newsletters are available on the College website fortnightly and available via the  
app ‘School Stream’. The college uses the app ‘School Stream’ as a way of communicating  
important whole school notices and information about class excursions, upcoming events  
and parent teacher interviews. Please download this app if you are yet to do so.  

In Kinder, reporting on student learning is different to Prep to Grade 10 reporting. Your child's  
learning journey will be presented in the form of Learning Stories (your child’s black Portfolio  
and Thinking Books) and their online learning story (Seesaw). Your child’s Portfolio and  
Thinking Book will be presented to families mid year and at the end of the year. 

The Junior Campus uses an app called Seesaw to communicate with parents about student  
learning and what is happening in our classroom. Seesaw is a fabulous way of giving you  
regular insights into your child’s learning journey, class experiences, and activities.  The use of  
Seesaw in each Kinder class will have some consistencies but may vary depending on the  
activities undertaken by the class and your child each week. We may occasionally post  
reminders for key dates but please make sure you are connected with School Stream. For  
Seesaw you will need to download the app and scan your child’s Seesaw QR code which is  
attached. Please do this as soon as possible so we can send you an update on how your  
child is settling into Kinder. Please see us if you have any difficulties downloading Seesaw. 



Speech Support 
We are very fortunate to offer some speech support at school for students who are eligible 
for funding. If you are concerned about your child's speech development or articulation of 
sounds, can you please let us know ASAP via email, Seesaw, or in person. In the coming 
days, we will put forward the names of any students that we identify or that parents refer to 
us for further assessment. Some children will begin the year quite reserved and shy at school, 
so we rely on your input in this process as we have a very short time to access funding for 
speech support. 

It is common for students to have some minor speech delays as they transition through the  
developmental milestones. Some students have more significant speech concerns and  
require a structured program and one on one support. Over the coming weeks some  
children will work with Mrs Julie Fletcher, our speech support educator, to see if they are  
eligible for specialised support whilst in Kinder with funding from the Catholic Education  
Office. Children who may have already been involved in speech programs prior to school  
are also eligible to be assessed. We will let you know if your child is referred for testing and  
qualifies for our individualised speech programs. 

Hats and Sunscreen 
All children are to wear a St Aloysius hat as we are a“Sun Smart School”. If a child does not  
have a hat, they must remain in a shaded area when outside. It is compulsory to wear their  
school hat in Term 1 and Term 4.  The children will leave their hats at school during these  
terms. If your child is attending after school care, please place an extra hat in their school  
bag. The College provides sunscreen for students. However, if your child has sensitive skin we  
ask that you provide your own sunscreen which is clearly named.  

Please ensure all hats, uniforms, lunch boxes and drink bottles are clearly named. 

Covid 
Due to the new requirements of Covid, it would be appreciated if all family and friends  
adhere to social distancing guidelines (especially at pick up time), and the required  
hygiene standards. You will need to use the hand sanitiser provided on the table outside the  
classrooms for both yourself and your child before entering.  Please keep your child at home  
if they are sick or have a cold. Also be mindful that, after collecting your child at the end of  
the day, you will need to leave the blue carpet area as the other classes are still learning  
and additional noise in this area can be distracting. 

Communication Book 
Each class has a notebook, located near the classroom entrance, which can be used to  
write in any changes to pick up arrangements for your child or any other information you  
need to let the educators know about.  

Parent Help and Working with Vulnerable Children People (WWVP) Registration 
We would like students to adjust to college routines and settle in before we ask for your  
assistance in the classroom. We envisage commencing parent help in Term 2 and will notify  
you with further details. If you volunteer in our college for any reason, it is compulsory for you  
to have a current WWVP Registration Card. Without this, you will not be permitted to  
volunteer for parent help, attend excursions, or participate in many school activities.  
Registrations can be completed online at 

www.justice.tas.gov.au/working_with_children  

http://www.justice.tas.gov.au/working


Once you receive your WWVP Registration card, please take it to the office and a copy will 
be made for the College’s records. 

Please let us know if you have any special skills/talents would like to share with us - we love 
using our parent expertise to enhance student learning. 

Library 
We will have weekly library session with Mrs Lane starting next week: 

Monday - Kinder Green and Kinder Blue 

Thursday - Kinder White   

It is important that your child has a clearly named library bag. Your child will be able to 
borrow one book each week. Please send your library book back to school on your child’s 
designated day so another one may be borrowed.  There will be two containers placed on 
the bench near the entrance of the classrooms, one for books and one for bags. Please 
help your child separate their bag and book and place them in the containers when they 
arrive at school. 

Music and Physical Education  
We have a weekly specialist Music lessons with Ms Leitch which are as follows: 

Tuesday - Kinder Green  

Thursday - Kinder Blue and Kinder White 

Weekly Physical Education lessons are with Miss Clifton or Mrs White. These lessons are as 
follows:  

Monday - Kinder Green and Kinder Blue 

Thursday - Kinder White  

Star of the Day/Show and Share 
Every child will have the opportunity to be the Star of the Day. On this day your child will be 
able to ‘show and share’ items of interest from home. Further details will be provided when it 
is your child’s turn. 

Canteen 
Kinder Blue and Kinder Green will be able to order from the canteen on Wednesdays. Kinder 
White students will be able to order from the canteen on Fridays.   Canteen will commence 
on Friday 12th February. Orders are to be placed by 8.45 am on the day via the Qrk app. 
Please keep an eye out on School Stream for menus and further information. Paper bag 
orders will no longer be accepted.  

Buddies 
Our buddy class will be one of the Grade Two classes. We will be meeting our new friends 
soon. These students act like a mentor for the kindergarten students. Further information will 
be provided about who your child’s buddy will be at a later date. 



Allergies/Medication 
St Aloysius Catholic College is a Nut Aware School. Please check foods to be sure that they 
are nut free. We have a number of kindergarten children with egg and nut allergies. We ask 
that children refrain from bringing whole eggs or egg sandwiches.  

Any medications that your child may need, with the exception of asthma medication, is to 
be administered through the college office. 

Fruit Break 
In Kinder we normally have a shared fruit break. Due to covid we have had to change this 
and ask that you please send in a piece of fruit i.e. an apple, banana etc. We would greatly 
appreciate it if you could assist us by placing this piece of front in front of their bag in their 
locker along with their lunch box and drink bottle. 

Book Club  
Scholastic book club order forms are sent home approximately eight times per year. If you 
wish to purchase any books, please complete your purchase online on the Scholastic 
website by the date specified by your educator. 

Goal Setting Meetings (parent/teacher) 
Goal setting meetings will be held two afternoons/evenings later in the term. This is an 
opportunity to discuss your child with us and how they have settled into Kinder, as well as to 
set some goals for the year ahead. If you need to talk to us at a time other than the 
scheduled appointment, please let us know and we can meet at a convenient time. 

If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to speak to us. 

Regards,  

Mr Eamonn Pollard  

Principal  

Belinda Frost

Grace Gardiner 

Rachel Honner  

Kindergarten Teachers 




