
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1st February 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 

Re: Duke of Edinburgh - Bronze 
 
 
We are very excited that your child has chosen to partake in the Duke of Edinburgh Award and the purpose 
of this letter is to introduce you to the Award and give you a clear idea of what is expected and what we 
hope your child will achieve. 
 
The Award is a leading structured youth development program, empowering all young Australians aged 14-
24 to explore their full potential and find their purpose, passion and place in the world, regardless of their 
location or circumstance. The Award is a fully inclusive program and has no social, political, or religious 
affiliations. 
 
To achieve an Award, each young person must learn a skill, improve their physical well- being, volunteer in 
their community and experience a team adventure in a new environment.  

Through this challenging journey of self-discovery, our participants: 

• Are equipped and empowered to achieve their personal best. 
• Learn to take responsibility for their goals and choices. 
• Become connected to and actively engaged within their immediate community. 
• Make a real difference to society through their positive contributions and involvement. 
• Learn to persevere and overcome barriers to success. 
• Learn important life skills. 
• Increase their career opportunities. 

This is an international award that, when completed, can open up the door to many opportunities for your 
child.  For example: 

• Latrobe University awards early entry into a course of their choice for Award holders based on their 
Year 11 results. Provided they back it up with good results in Year 12, they are automatically 
accepted. 

• UNSW allocates an additional 1-2 ATAR points depending on course. 
• The Award is recognised for Level 1 TCE Points (Bronze= 12points, Silver =8points, Gold= 19points). 
• ‘The Duke of Ed Employer Program’ has many local Tasmanian businesses which recognise the 

Award and fast track students to the interview stage (Hill St Grocer is a prime example). 
• The Award in known around the world as developing ‘soft skills’ which is becoming more important 

to show in a competitive job market. 
 
Our students at St Aloysius Catholic College are very fortunate to have class time and teacher support on a 
weekly basis to complete the Award.  Time has shown that the students that succeed in this journey have 
the following traits: 

1. Self-motivated and good organisation; 
2. Students have parents who are engaged and interested in their progress; and 
3. Students set challenging and interesting activities (if they are too easy, students tend to lose 

motivation and don’t see any worthwhile gains). 
 
 



Over the next few weeks each participant is required to select an activity and set a goal in each of the 
following sections: 
 
Activity Goal Assessor 
Physical Recreation   
Service to community   
Skill Development   
 
For example 
Hockey (*MAJOR) To develop my fitness and 

goal shooting ability (score 
10 scores in the season). 

Hockey Coach: Bianca 
Pritchard 

Volunteer at Vinnies in 
Kingston 

Develop customer service 
skills, sorting of supplies and 
general help in the shop 

Deb Gourlay – Vinnies, 
Kingston 

Piano  Learn to play 3 new songs 
fluently (name up the songs) 
OR complete music exam 

Piano tutor – Rebecca Gora 

 
Students are required to complete 13 hours for 2 sections and 26 hours of their *MAJOR section.  The aim is 
to do an hour a week, in consecutive weeks – this shows commitment and helps consolidate the skill 
improvement.  
 
The computer system will not allow students to add more than one hour a week, so it is not advisable to 
select activities that are ‘full day’ events – select something that you can spread over an extended period 
of time (employees are after reliable people who can commit for extended periods to completing a goal - 
without losing interest or getting distracted). 
 
In addition, all students that have completed 75% of each of their sections by the end of Term 3 (Friday 8th 
October 2021), will be eligible to attend their classes ADVENTUOURS JOURNEY.  This will be a 3 day/ 2 night 
bushwalk. 
 
We are encouraging parents to help brainstorm activities and goals with your child.  The students will learn a 
lot more by approaching assessors and organisations themselves and this should be strongly encouraged.   
 
ASSESSORS: The assessor’s role is to support the student in achieving their ‘goal’.  They are required to write a 
short report at the conclusion of their sections, responding how they went and whether they achieved the 
goal.  Assessors cannot be an immediate family member. However, Aunties/Uncles or Grandparents are 
acceptable.  In some cases, students may ask their Duke teacher to be an assessor, for example if you are 
doing ‘Park Runs’ or ‘Mountain Biking’ for physical recreation, then a teacher can sign off your report if you 
have evidence through apps like Strava or Garmin watch screen shots. 
 
Throughout the year students will be travelling off campus to compete in a variety of outdoor educational 
experiences with the aim to expose the students to new activities and teach them skills to achieve success. 
At all times, the activities are facilitated by qualified and experienced operators who have carried out full 
risk assessments of the activities. The activities planned this year include: 
 

• Surfing 
• Surf Life Saving Training 
• Bronze Star Award 
• Indoor Rock Climbing 
• Bush walking 
• Archery 
• Adventurous Journey (3 Day Bush Walk) 

 
We hope this has given you a clearer idea of what is expected from the Duke Bronze Award.  It is a very 
rewarding and exciting program to participate in and we cannot emphasis enough that, the more 
challenging to the sections are, the more rewarding and worthwhile the process will be. 
 
If you would like to know more, don’t hesitate to contact your child’s Duke Teacher or visit the following 
website: https://dukeofed.com.au/ 
 



Please sign and return this permission form to Mrs Ottaway, Mr Kay or Mr Hickey by Friday 12th February. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Marcelle Ottaway, Peter Kay & James Hickey   Mr Eamonn Pollard 
Duke of Edinburgh Teachers      Principal 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Permission Form: Duke of Edinburgh 
To be returned to by Friday 12th February 

 
I ……………………………………. give permission for my child …………………………………………………….. to 
participate in the off campus Duke of Edinburgh class activities throughout the 2021 school year. 
 
Signed  ……………………………………….. 
 
Date ……………………………………….. 
 
 
 
 
 


