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On 24 May 2015 Pope Francis signed Laudato Si’, the
watershed encyclical letter that called world’s attention to the
increasingly precarious state of our common home. The
multiple “cracks in the planet that we inhabit”, from the
melting ice caps in the Arctic to the raging wildfires in the
Amazon, from extreme weather patterns around the world to
unprecedented levels of loss of biodiversity that sustain the
very fabric of life, are too evident and detrimental to be
ignored any more. The encyclical can indeed provide the
moral and spiritual compass for the journey to create a more
caring, fraternal, peaceful and sustainable world.

Pope Francis has announced a “Special Laudato Si’
Anniversary Year” from 24th May 2020 – 24th May 2021 and
a seven-year action plan emphasising “ecological
conversion”, and safeguarding and care for the earth.
“I invite all people of goodwill to take part, to care for our
common home and our most vulnerable brothers and sisters.”

YEAR OF LAUDATO SI'

T E R M  3  -  2 0 2 0 I S S U E  O N E

In this bulletin we want to share with you what staff and students have been up to,
to improve our environmental footprint. 

EXCITING NEW VENTURES FOR

SUSTAINABILITY AT ST ALOYSIUS

This year we are making some exciting changes within our
college. We are dedicated to reducing our ecological footprint
and becoming a more environmentally friendly and sustainable
school. 



CULTURAL GARDEN

Some of you may have noticed our wonderful new cultural garden at our Huntingfield campus. Ms Anne-Marie McWatters has
been hard at work to create an educational area that features plants and trees originally used by the indigenous peoples of
Australia for food, medicine, fibre and implements. It will also nurture our student’s relationship with their environment and will
create an inviting biodiverse space for our local fauna. 
We look forward to seeing the results for years to come.

This term we implemented a new recycling system at our Kingston
campus! All classrooms now have paper, co-mingled and food waste
recycling stations. Students are very excited about the changes and are
taking responsibility for their own waste, emptying their recycling and
compost bins on Fridays. This is an amazing way to educate our students
about the environment, personal responsibility, community action,
sustainability and natural resource management. We are very proud of the
way the students have embraced this new system. They have done a
wonderful job ensuring they separate their recycling into the correct
streams which has significantly reduced our waste to landfill by up to 30%
already. We are hopeful that with their continued hard work we can cut
waste even more next term.
We look forward to introducing a similar system to our Huntingfield
campus in term 4.

RECYCLING AT OUR KINGSTON CAMPUS

Kinder Green recieving their new recycling bins



SAVE OUR PLANET - ENVIRONMENTAL

GROUP

This term a group of grade 5's started an environmental
group. They called themselves 'Save Our Planet' and want
to raise awareness to some of the environmental issues
happening around the world. They have put a lot of time
and effort into making some fantastic posters which they
have displayed throughout the school. 
They also participated in Plastic Free July this year and
have learnt a lot about different ways they can cutdown on
their plastic use. Thank you to all the families who
supported them during this time, they should all be very
proud of their efforts.

To help us reduce the amount of waste at our school, we
will be starting Waste Free Mondays in term 4. Every
Monday we are asking the children to be mindful about
what is in their lunch box that will end up as waste. We
ask that children bring a waste free lunchbox and any
rubbish that is taken to school will be sent home. We
need your help to make this possible. By bringing less
waste to school we can minimise litter, create less waste,
save money and develop better eating habits. The
intention is to reduce the amount of waste we normally
throw away and look for alternative packaging for our
food. We look forward to seeing the results.

WASTE FREE MONDAYS

Group members - Charlotte Abey, Ava Bahr, Amelia Bennett,
Izabella Klasen, Bridey McLean, Kristiina Stirling. 

Not pictured: Xavier Piontek

E-WASTE

E-waste is also a growing concern throughout the world, when
improperly disposed of, the heavy metals, plastics and glass in e-
waste can pollute the air or seep into waterways. Recycling e-waste can
significantly decrease the demand for mining heavy metals and reduce
the greenhouse gas emissions from manufacturing virgin materials. It is
now a requirement of St Aloysius Catholic College that all e-waste is to
be disposed of in a responsible and environmentally friendly way at the
end of its useful life, this includes our printer cartridges. We are making
efforts to donate devices that are no longer useful to the college but
may be of use to others prolonging their life. We are also hoping to hold
a e-waste collection day next term for both campuses, encouraging
everyone to get involved.



LUNCH TIME CLEAN UPS 

Students at our Kingston campus have been working hard to ensure none of our rubbish ends up in our ecosystem by taking
part in lunch time cleans ups. We love seeing their enthusiasm when it comes to caring for our environment. With the increase
in recycling at the campus our litter has already improved and students are becoming more aware of where their rubbish may
end up.
Keep up the good work!

NEW WATER BOTTLE REFILL STATIONS

INSTALLED AT HUNTINGFIELD

This term we have installed five water bottle refill stations on
our learning centres and outside the gym, they have an
automatic shut off so no water will go to waste. We want to
discourage students from buying bottled water and want to
make it easier to refill water bottles whenever required. We
have the below signage going up shortly so they will stand
out around the grounds and make an impact.

MOVING TO MORE SUSTAINABLE PAPER

USE

Making paper uses a tremendous amount of energy and
natural resources. By making the change to recycled paper
we are producing less greenhouse gases, using less water,
oil, power and sending much less to landfill, greatly improving
our environmental footprint. This term we have made the
move to recycled paper throughout our college. This,
combined with our focus on improving our recycling, makes a
huge impact. 

Mrs Jane Powell with our first order of recycled paper


