
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24th June 2020 
  
Dear Community Members, 
  
We welcome today, the announcement from The Most Reverend Archbishop Julian 
Porteous, together with the Minster for Education, The Honourable Jeremy Rockcliff, 
and Executive Director of Catholic Education in Tasmania, Dr Gerard Gaskin officially 
launching the Greater Hobart Catholic College Extension Project in Hobart.  A copy 
of the Archdiocese of Hobart press release is attached for your information. 
 
This is a transformational moment in Catholic Education in the south and we, at St 
Aloysius Catholic College, are proud to be at the forefront as we plan the extension 
of St Aloysius Catholic College into Years 11 and 12.  We look forward to working with 
Catholic Education Tasmania and our fellow extension Colleges in this project. 
 
Today’s announcement signals our opportunity to begin briefing and consulting with 
our community.  The Executive of the College has looked forward to this point and 
have begun planning for it.  Over the next few weeks, we will be sending out more 
information about the way forward. 
  
As a College, over 18 months ago, we presented an Educational Plan to Archbishop 
Porteous that set out our blueprint for the project.  This was in response to the 
Archbishop’s invitation for our College to extend into Years 11 and 12, beginning in 
2023.  Since that time, much planning has been undertaken by the Principals of 
southern colleges under the direction of Dr Terry McCarthy, Assistant Director: 
Government, Policy and Strategy at Catholic Education Tasmania.  
 
Of course, you are aware of the Thematic Goals for 2020 from our Strategic Plan which 
was shared with the community at the start of the year.  As a result of this, we have 
had Leading Teams project manage areas such as Curriculum, Building and 
Infrastructure, Catholic Identity, Staffing and the 2021/2022 arrangements, leading up 
to the start of Years 11 and 12 in 2023.  We look forward to meeting with you next term 
to inform you of the planning to date in these areas . 
  
Again, we welcome the announcement today and look forward to working with our 
community, building on the success over the past 11 years, as we extend further to 
become a Kindergarten to Year 12 Catholic College. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
  
Fr Chris Hope                      Mr Joseph Sandric   Mr Jeremy Ayliffe 
Parish Priest                         Acting Principal                  Advisory Board Chair 
 
 

 



 
 

 
Media Statement 

 GREATER HOBART CATHOLIC COLLEGE EXTENSION PROJECT 
PROVIDES CERTAINTY FOR STUDENTS AND PARENTS 
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Catholic Archbishop of Hobart, The Most Reverend Julian Porteous, together with the 
Minister for Education and Training The Hon. Jeremy Rockliff, and Executive Director of 
Catholic Education in Tasmania Dr Gerard Gaskin, today launched the Greater Hobart 
Catholic College Extension Project in Hobart. 
 
The Project will inject an estimated $53M into the Tasmanian economy by way of capital 
works projects planned for Catholic school and college campuses in the greater Hobart area. 
The Project is the culmination of three years of research and planning to advance the 
provision of Years 11 and 12 at Catholic colleges in the greater Hobart area. The 
announcement provides certainty for the future needs of students, and parents seeking a 
Catholic education for their children, for the next 20 years. 
 
“From the commencement of the 2023 school year three existing Catholic colleges - St 
Aloysius Catholic College, MacKillop Catholic College and St Virgil’s College will begin to 
provide year 11 and 12 Catholic education, “ said Archbishop Porteous. 
 
“This development has been a cooperative effort, not only for the three colleges involved, 
but also has engaged a process of close collaboration with St Mary’s College and Guilford 
Young College. It has been very pleasing to observe the desire of all parties to see that 
Catholic education works together to advance the Catholic formation of young Tasmanians, 
particularly in the senior secondary area,” His Grace said. 
 
Archbishop Porteous said each of the three colleges had presented detailed and 
comprehensive education plans that included enrolment projections, financial budgets, 
building designs and plans for the delivery of senior secondary education. 
 
“Catholic education places Christ at the centre of the religious, academic, vocational and 
physical formation of our young adults. It is this faith and its spiritual underpinning that 
enables Catholic education to have a distinctive edge which is attractive to parents seeking 
the best possibilities for the education of their children,” Archbishop Porteous said. 
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Catholic Education Tasmania Executive Director Dr Gerard Gaskin, said the Greater Hobart 
Catholic College Extension Project is an exciting time for Catholic education and more 
broadly, for Tasmanian education. 
 
“I’m delighted that year 11 and 12 education will be provided at St Aloysius Catholic College, 
MacKillop Catholic College and St Virgil’s College,” said Dr Gaskin. 
 
“This will be in addition to the excellent year 11 and 12 provision already offered at St Mary’s 
College and Guilford Young College’s Hobart and Glenorchy campuses. The benefits will see 
improved retention to Catholic education and more broadly, Tasmanian education. We’re 
achieving this by providing students with a broader range of pathways to successfully 
complete their education,” said Dr Gaskin. 
 
The Greater Hobart Catholic College Extension Project is in line with the Tasmanian 
government’s legislative and structural education reforms. 
 

MEDIA BACKGROUND INFORMATION & KEY TIMELINES 
2017:  

• Archbishop Porteous initiates a review of the provision of Catholic education in the 
greater Hobart region. 

• KPMG awarded the tender to produce an independent review into Catholic education 
following a national advertising campaign. 

2018: 
• Archbishop Porteous commissions The Greater Hobart Region Catholic Education 

Review, culminating in the release of the Archbishop’s vision for Catholic education 
in the greater Hobart region in December 2018. The Archbishop’s vision included 
proposals for structural change, targeted strategic growth and optimization goals. 

2019: 
• Formation of five working groups (Catholic Identity & Evangelisation, Learning & 

Teaching, People & Culture, Corporate & Financial, Information Technology (IT)), 
steering committee, governance and guiding principles.  

• Drafting of the Greater Hobart Review Educational Plan (extensive financial 
modelling, capital development and school registration requirements) 

• Catholic Education Tasmania purchases the former Vodafone site at Huntingfield, and 
explores a land purchase for a new Catholic school at Sorell. 

2020: 
• Announcement that MacKillop Catholic College, St Aloysius Catholic College and St 

Virgil’s College join Guilford Young College and St Mary’s College in providing senior 
secondary education in 2023. 
 
ENDS.  
 



 
 

Archdiocese of Hobart, 35 Tower Road, New Town 7008 |  www.hobart.catholic.org.au  3 
AOH016 |  Authorised by: Business Manager  |  Issue Date: June 2014 | Revision Date: June 2015 | ‘Uncontrolled when printed’ 

 

 
 
 

 


