
 
 
24 February 2020  

 
Dear Parents/ Guardians 

 
St Aloysius Online Learning Management System - Fides 

 

The move to online submission of work with feedback to students and families is 
current educational practice in most Catholic Colleges in Tasmania. By using Fides 
to access and provide feedback, we aim to improve both student and family 

access to ongoing, specific information in relation to student learning. This also 
addresses the frustration of some parents that traditional mid year and end of year 

reports can sometimes be the only formal feedback they receive about their child’s 
progress.  

 
Current educational research indicates that continual and specific feedback to 
students improves learning outcomes. Leading education researcher John Hattie’s 

review of over half a million studies of schools found that regular targeted feedback 
has more impact on student learning than any other teaching strategy.  Research 

conducted by the Australian Family- School and Community Partnerships Bureau 
(2012) also found that: 

 
Providing feedback in an online forum supports students and parents, 
caregivers to engage with the learning process as it is happening. Parental, 

caregiver engagement has a positive impact on many indicators of student 
achievement including, learning outcomes, enrolment in higher level 

programs and advanced classes and higher completion rates of tertiary 
education. 

 
Huntingfield teachers, as in previous years, will provide more frequent information to 
families on an ongoing basis. Therefore, mid year reports will not have subject 

comments. Mid year reports will follow the same format as end of year reporting and 
include A to E grades and application to study information. Home Room teachers 

will also write a general pastoral comment.  
 
Rather than reducing information to families, the College believes ongoing 

assessment will actually keep you more informed on how your child is progressing in 
each subject and where they need to improve. A major benefit of ongoing 

assessment is that it provides students with information on how to improve in an 
actionable timeframe  

 
To ensure an ongoing and regular stream of information is provided to families and 
students, the following are staff guidelines in relation to Fides feedback: 

 

• All feedback is to be provided within three weeks of the final submission date 

of the assessment task.  

 



• Assessment and feedback should be descriptive and can be in the form of 

rubrics with comments, grades with comments, comments with no grade or 
even audio/ visual feedback recordings depending on the nature of the 

subject being assessed.  
 

• The audience for feedback is students and is aimed to be formative in nature, 

giving students information on how to improve. 

 

• The College year is divided into Semester 1 (terms 1 & 2) and Semester 2, 

(terms 3 & 4). 

 
Apart from assessment and feedback, Fides also offers students and families with a 
wide range of learning resources and College information such as: 

 

• Daily news and events. 

• Student calendars and timetables, including due work reminders. 

• Student course pages and subject learning materials. 

• Sports information and team rosters. 

• Notifications of due work, feedback and assessment. 

 
Accessing Fides 

To assist families with accessing Fides, a Fides Information session will be held on 
Tuesday 10 March at 6:00pm-6:30pm.  This will be a practical session to explain the 

many features of Fides.  Students are also an excellent source of information as they 
use Fides on a daily basis, so Parents/ Guardians are encouraged to ask their child 
for a tour of the platform and its many features.  

 
New Fides account details are included in the corresponding email. This new 

account will replace any existing Fides account you have. The creation of new 
accounts was necessitated by the College moving to a new Student Information 
System which makes maintaining the old accounts difficult. The old accounts 

will be closed in the near future so please use your new account exclusively 
from now on and update any saved login information to be the new account. If 

you have any issues with your account please email our Huntingfield IT 
Department at sacc.h.it@catholic.tas.edu.au from the email address you have on 

file with us. 
 

Although the transition to ongoing feedback is a change for many parents, teachers 

are working very hard at up skilling in their use of Fides to improve the information 
they provide on every student’s progress and learning.  

 
“…improving feedback practices can significantly improve student learning and the 
quality of teaching in classrooms.” (Australian Institute of Teaching and School 

Leadership, 2018) 
 

Please don’t hesitate to contact Jacinta Castles or Donna Duggan for further 
information regarding Fides or for any email issues the Huntingfield IT Department on 

sacc.h.it@catholic.tas.edu.au  
 
Yours Sincerely 

 
Mrs Donna Duggan          Miss Jacinta Castles            Mr Joseph Sandric 

Acting Head of Teaching        5-10 Technology Leader       Acting Principal 
and Teacher Development 
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