
 

 
 
 
Dear Year 7 Student of St Aloysius 
 
You have been on a wonderful journey of life for the last 11/12 years and on that journey you 
would have come across many milestones. This year, as you commence your secondary studies, 
is another milestone in your life. 
 
No doubt over your time at St Aloysius’ you will learn the history of your school and about the 
Sisters of Charity, your school’s founding congregation. 
 
Since 1815 the Sisters of Charity have been on their journey and 182 years ago this year, five 
courageous sisters venture to Australia from Ireland to help the poor and under privileged. 
Many young women joined the Sisters over the years and today we have a great heritage and 
tradition. 
 
My journey as a Sister of Charity commenced over forty years ago and in that time I have crossed 
many milestones. I taught in a few of our Primary and Secondary schools as well as being 
involved in Administration of three Primary Schools.  One in Sydney, at Marion Primary, 
Horsley Park, St John’s in East Melbourne and St Aloysius in Hobart. I was also fortunate to 
experience life in the Missions in Papua New Guinea and Nigeria. 
 
It was on my return from Nigeria that I was appointed Principal of St Aloysius in Kingston. It 
was in the late 1990s and the economy in Tasmania was declining and many families were 
leaving for the mainland. It was difficult to maintain our number of students for our staff. My first 
task was daunting as I had to cut back on the staffing. I was lucky to have had a wonderful band 
of committed teachers and we set about looking at ways to develop a new teaching/learning 
environment for both teachers and students. We combined Years 3 and 4 and also Years 5 and 6. 
 
The students of St Aloysius always liked to sing and perform so under the guidance of creative 
teachers and parents we entered the Wakkakirra Competition and for many years were very 
successful. 



 
I can remember the wonderful School/Parish Fetes we used to have and I was always amazed at 
the amount of money that was raised each year. It was a lot of hard work but it certainly paid off. 
As soon as one fete was over the Fete Committee commenced planning for the following fete. 
There was a wonderful working relationship with the Parish. Both Fr Peter and Fr Chris were 
always supportive of what was happening in the school. 
 
Being a Queenslander, I loved the weather in Tasmania. I can remember one day when it was 
cold and raining and the classes were inside for recess. As I was walking around the school it 
started to snow. I was so excited and in my excitement children came out to join me. Eventually I 
had to say “Come in out of the snow”.  In all my years of teaching I have said: “Come in out of 
the heat, Come in out of the sun, Come in out of the wind, Come in out of the rain, Come in out 
of the cold”. Now I could add to my list, “Come in out of the snow”! I have enjoyed all the places 
where I have been but St Aloysius always holds a special place in my heart. 
 
I have also worked as a Pastoral Associate in a Parish.  This was such a special ministry as I 
journeyed with people in times of sorrow as well as their joyful times. I prepared children for the 
Sacraments, instructed parents for the Baptism of their child, and most meaningful was to 
officiate at funerals of people I knew in the Parish. Involvement in the Liturgical life of the parish 
was also a highlight. 
There were many young people involved in my parish.  Have you or are you involved in the life 
of your Parish?  Do you know? -  It is in giving that we receive! 
 
In 2013 I joined the staff at Mt St Michael’s School in Brisbane. My role was not a teaching role 
but I was there to be a Sister of Charity presence and to help and support the faith development of 
the Staff and Students. In 2014 I was elected to the Leadership Team of the Sisters of Charity and 
I now live in Melbourne where I accompany and work with the Sisters who are there. 
 
We can look at the history of the Sisters of Charity in Australia as a huge tapestry. By being 
enrolled in your College you have become a part of that tapestry. You will be given many 
opportunities to become involved in the life of your college so I encourage you to take up the 
challenge and make the most of every opportunity.  
 
When you leave the College you can look back and be proud of the contribution you made to that 
huge tapestry of the Sisters of Charity.   
 
Sr Anne has been asking for Sisters to write a letter to a new student at one of our Colleges for 
awhile now.  I have thought in the past what do I write or what do they want to read. A couple of 
years ago I finally thought this would be a good thing to do.  Most of the new students coming to 
our Colleges might never have seen a Sister let alone spoken to one. I am glad that I am able to 
write to you. This might be the first letter a Sister has written to you – hope it won’t be the last! 
 
Our Congregation Motto is the love of Christ impels us. I am sure by now you know the motto of 
your College. Live by it!  Remember - that Christ has no hands but yours today!  Try to be like 
Jesus, try to make a difference each day!  It is not easy but it is worthwhile in the end. 
 
I wish you every blessing for your secondary studies in the coming years. 
 
God bless you and your family, 
Sr Cate O’Brien rsc 
 


