
HOMEWORK 
Kiwi Class Term 1 2020.                             17/2/2020 
Dear Whanau, 

Over the past two weeks the support staff 
and I have been testing the children’s 
literacy.  Many of the children, including 
some of the better readers, do not know 
their letter sounds.  As a result I have 
grouped children according to their 
needs.  I realise that for many of you it 
will seem that the books are too easy 
and in some cases this may be true 
however we need to go back and fill in 
your child’s gaps before they begin to 
cause serious problems. 

Children need to have a solid knowledge 
of all 44 sounds in the English language so 
that they can break words up to read and 
write them.  This week I am trialling some 
reading groups and will be sending 
reading home.   Many of these books will 
seem very simple.  They are a new type of 
reader - call DECODABLE TEXTS.  Almost 
all the words in these books can be 
sounded out.  Please encourage your 
child to break the words into sounds 
then snap them back together.  

READING 
When a reader comes home it should be 
easy for your child to read.  They will have 
seen it with me prior to coming home.   

Please take 15 minutes each night, or 
morning before school to listen to your 
child read and to read to them.  

Books must be returned every day.  
Please sign the homework book and 

feel free to make a comment if you 
wish.  

KEYRINGS 
Some children will have word rings in their 
book-bags.  Please encourage your child 
to read these words so that they know 
them confidently and fluently.  See the 
attached sheet for games that are quick 
and fun to play but will also help your child 
learn these words.  

SPELLING 
In a few weeks time some children will be 
given spelling words to learn. These will 
mostly words that can not be sounded out 
so they must be learned by rote. Please 
practise these words by getting your child 
to tell you out loud how to spell and then 
write them. 

MATHS 
Please get your child to practise counting 
to 100, counting backwards from 40, 
counting in 2’s to 24, 5’s to 60 and 10’s to 
100.  Please also practise addition and 
subtraction within 20. 

Over the next few weeks I will be 
continuing to test, and observe the 
children, so I have a complete picture of 
where they are at.   We will be having 
parent-teacher learning interviews around 
mid-term. I will share the data and my 
plans for your child then but I am always 
happy to discuss your child’s learning at 
any time.  

Warm regards,  Rachel 
rachel@tikorangi.school.nz  
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