
Dear Whanau, Welcome back to 
school. I trust you enjoyed the 
holidays with your children and are 
ready to support them on their 
learning journey this year.   

I am really looking forward to this year 
and have planned some exciting 
learning opportunities for your 
children.  Please read this newsletter 
and then put it somewhere safe to 
refer back to.  I look forward to 
working with you and your child!  Ngā 
mihi, Rachel Olson 

 

 A Little About Me… 
I have been teaching for over 20 years and this is my 
16th year at Tikorangi school.  I have taught all levels 
from New Entrant to year 8 as well as tutoring high 
school students. I am married to Dave, who used to 
work at Tikorangi, and we have 2 teenage boys, Matt 

16 and Ciel - 13.  I am the school Deputy Principal and 
SENCO (Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator). I am also 
in charge of the junior team this year.  I enjoy baking and cake 
decorating, music and singing, being outdoors and working in 
our garden. This year Dave and I are attending WITT to carry 
on with Te Reo Māori that we began in 2019. 
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Kiwi Class News 
Kiwi Class: Probing the learning earth.

TIKORANGI SCHOOL 5 FEBRUARY 2020

 
Swimming is part of 
our curriculum and 
it is expected that 
all children swim.  

The pool is now 
heated. Please 
send togs and 
towels each day.  

If your child is 
unable to swim 
please send a note.  

 
Kiwi class Library 
day will be 
Tuesdays.  Please 
ensure all books are 
returned by this 
day! 

 

Our topic this term 
is learning about 
our ENVIRONMENT



Year 3 
Year three is a year of change in many 
ways.  Around the age of 8 children 
start to develop pre-pubescent 
hormones which can mark some 
changes in behaviour.  Boys may get 
more aggressive and start to push 
boundaries and girls can become more 
catty.  Both sexes can be more 
emotional and teary about trivial 
matters. All children need firm 
boundaries, healthy food and enough 
sleep to get through this stage. If you 
have any concerns about your child’s 
development, or behaviour, please 
come and have a chat. 

Investigation Time
Last year the school Board of Trustees 
decided that “Learn through Play” 
needed some adjustments. In Kiwi class 
we will have “Investigation time” for the 
first block of the day. Whilst this may 

look similar to “Learn through Play” 
there are more structures and specific 
teaching happening.  Every few weeks 
children will get to be a focus child - 
more information about this will be in 
our team newsletter. Much of the 
curriculum is interwoven so at any time 
you may see children working on a 
variety of tasks.  A big focus is on 
collaboration and creativity so the class 
will not also be working quietly.   Of 
course there will still be lots of group 
lessons specially tailored to your child’s 
needs.  Groupings are flexible, 
depending on what skills your child 
needs to learn, so children may be in 
several reading or math groups at the 
same time. 

                                                                          rachel@tikorangi.school.nz2

KIWI CLASS 5 FEBRUARY 2020

READING
In response to some new research published by 
Massey University last year, the junior team have 
dramatically changed the way of teaching reading, 
particularly for beginning readers.  We are currently 
having PD on a more phonics based programme and 
have purchased decodable texts. These books use 
words that the children can “sound out”.  You will see 
these in the coming weeks.



HOMEWORK
Children will start to receive homework 
in a few weeks. Children are expected 
to read, or listen to reading, every 
night.  If they have not brought home a 
reader then please read to them!  
Reading good books to your child is 
the most important thing you can do to 
help them learn to read and write!  

Reading books that come home should 
be at a level that your child to read 
fluently.  Home practise is for fluency 
and reinforcement, not learning how to 
read.  Children may bring home the 
same reader for several days, this is 
because they need to practise it, as 
there is a sound, word or concept they 
are struggling with.  Sometimes your 
child will have only read half the story. 
If this is the case please do not get 
them to finish the book, as that is the 
next day’s lesson!   

Please complete the reading log and 
return the reader and notebook 
everyday. 

CLASS NEWSLETTERS AND 
COMMUNICATION
From time to time I will send home 
notes about class events/trips or to 
share class news.  I have found it 
extremely helpful to send these 
newsletters through the school stream 
app as I can ensure parents receive 
them in a timely fashion.  If you are 
struggling to get the school stream app 
on your phone or iPad please come 
and see me.  I also have see-saw set 
up and you will receive a login for your 
child in the next few weeks.
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COMMUNITY PICNIC 
At School 

5:30 - 7:30pm

13 
Feb

SWIMMING SPORTS 
Come and watch a 

display of what we have 
been learning

TRIATHLON 
Come and support us 
as we Run, Bike and 

Swim

4 
March

11 
March

As Deputy Principal, I have one day a week out of 
the class to attend to management matters.  

In order for there to be the least amount of 
disruption to the children’s learning the school 
employs a release teacher to cover me.   

This year my release teacher is Mrs Jessica 
Murrihy.  My release day will be Fridays.  I will 
plan the lessons with Mrs Murrihy to teach to 
ensure that there is lots of learning going on these 
days as well. Mrs Murrihy will be working 
alongside me this week.

I am always happy to 
talk with you about 
your child and their 
progress. Please 
contact the office or 
me by email to make a 
appointment. 
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