
 

 

 

   

Year 1/2 Poutokomanawa Class for 2020  

 

Tēnā koutou whānau mā, 

 

This is a letter inviting you to consider placing your child in a Yr 1/2 Poutokomanawa class for next 

year. As a school we continue to embrace Te Ao Māori and in doing so provide this unique opportunity 

for student learning at Russell Street School. 

 

Poutokomanawa is for all students regardless of their culture and ethnicity. It incorporates an 

approach that celebrates and respects Māori language, customs and beliefs alongside a range of highly 

effective approaches for teaching and learning. Poutokomanawa celebrates and actively builds 

understanding of what we know is important for all learners at Russell Street which are shown through 

our school values. 

     

Whakawhanaungatang
a 

Positive relationships 

Kotahitanga 
Unity 

Manaakitanga 
Caring and respect 

Panekiretanga 
Excellence 

Wairua 
Spirit & determination 

     

Kawenga 
Responsibility 

Motuhaketanga 
Self-awareness 

Ngākau Tapatahi 
Integrity 

Hautūtanga 
Leadership 

Rekareka 
Fun & enjoyment 

 

Over the page you will see some comments and feedback from students and parents from past and 

present Poutokomanawa classes about why it is such a great place to learn. This is only a small 

snapshot of the amazing culture and vibe in these classes. 

 

 
 



 

The best thing about being in 

Poutokomanawa is learning 

Māori language and we do lots of 

creating like arts and crafts. We 

also do Science with John. 

 

 Te Korowai Student 

 

I would highly recommend going 

into Poutokomanawa, it’s really 

fun and you make lots of new 

friends.The teachers are 

absolutely brilliant. Also it’s a 

great learning experience and 

you learn lots of Te Reo and the 

Māori culture. It also encouraged 

me to learn different languages. 

Te Korowai Student 

I like playing with my friends. I 

like to play on the Scooter park. 

I play with a new friend now. I 

like having my sisters in my class 

and one of my friends has a 

sister as well.  

Te Whāriki Student 

I believe Poutokomanawa is 

relationship and people centred 

learning at its finest. Parent  Having the tikanga...it’s cool 

and all the songs are pretty 

good.  

Te Whāriki Student 

 

 

I love doing all the songs. I love 

doing fun stuff with everyone in 

Poutokomanawa. 

Te Whāriki Student 

Ka mau te wehi i te miharo o te āhuatanga o te reo me ōna tikanga 

e rere nui ana i tō kāhui akomanga, tēnei ka mihia te Whariki, te 

Pakoko, te Korowai me ngā kaiako me ngā kaimahi o roto i te 

kaupapa. As a stalwart, a supporter and a promoter of Te Reo 

Maori me ōna Tikanga,  it was pure joy to spend my morning in your 

Tikanga time/space with you all and I was greatly encouraged with 

the spontaneity by which the students led, participated and 

engaged in, throughout the morning activities. Thank you for a 

great job being done to you and your team. Māori resource teacher 

Manawatū area.  

One thing I‘ll have to say about Poutokomanawa, is that if you’re 

new to the School, you should definitely consider being in either Te 

Whāriki, Te Pakoko or Te Korowai. Poutokomanawa’s  main focus is 

about Māori culture and learning the language. Next week 

Poutokomanawa is celebrating Te Wiki O Te Reo Māori with games, 

learning the language and arts and crafts. At the moment we have 

three teachers and I am a Year 6 and I am in the oldest group Te 

Korowai. Poutokomanawa is amazing!  

Te Korowai Student 

It’s not like normal classes 

because you can learn much 

more Māori and everybodies 

kind and respectful. It’s also got 

a mixture of classes like Te 

Whāriki, Te Pakoko and Te 

Korowai. 

 Te Pakoko Student 

I like that we have little roopu who are there if we need them and we don’t always need the teacher. 

We also get to have competitions against the other groups. We get to do different reading and research 

and stuff that not many other classes would do! 

Te Pakoko Student 

 

This year, we provided a slightly different approach to being a part of the Poutokomanawa whānau. 

First, we started by giving existing whānau the choice to return and we have had an overwhelming 

response. Year 5/6 (Te Korowai) and Year 3/4 (Te Pakoko) are both already full, which is fantastic! 

Year 1/2 (Te Whāriki) has spaces available. To help us plan for this, we are asking you to fill in the 

form over the page and send it back to school ASAP.  

 

Nāku iti noa, nā  

 

Troy Duckworth,  

Acting Principal. 

 
 


