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Dear Families

Happy Easter, I hope you had a wonderful time over the long weekend with your family. We had many smiling 
faces return on Tuesday to talk about their wonderful break and how they shared Easter with the family.  
 
A big congratulations to our students and staff for their work and  effort in helping us all to  reflect and retrace 
Jesus steps through the  Holy Week Liturgy last Thursday. I know much practise and work went into the 
re-enactment of Jesus journey to the Cross. Thank you 
  
As we begin to near the end of Term 1, I?ve been taking the time to look around our wonderful school and 
appreciate all that I see happening.  Within the Making Jesus Real program, lived in our school, there is a   
section tit led ?Use the big ?T? word- Thanks? Ten Times a Day. The program speaks to all of us, stating that 
?thanks? is a small word that has a powerful impact and meaning.  
  
Are we grateful for all that we have and for all that others do for us? How many times have we said ?Thank you? 
today? 

TODAY I?D LIKE TO SAY THANK YOU TO: 
- Our students, who teach us  important lessons every day,  
- Our Year 6 Leaders for their  commitment. 
- Our Student Representative Council who are dedicated to being a voice for the students at our school 

and working towards helping others, by initiating fund-raising activities.  
- The many students who have joined Mini-Vinnies this year to make a difference in other peoples? lives.  
- You, our parents for your generous support, input and interest in our school and your child/children?s 

learning. 
- Father Richard for his support, involvement and example to our children and staff. 
- Our teaching staff for their dedication, enthusiasm and professionalism. 
- My Executive team, for their backing, time, support and educational and Religious leadership.  
- Our secretary Gayl for keeping our school running smoothly, communicating with our parents and 

caring for our sick children. 
- Our Parent Forum for the tireless work you do and the input you provide to make our school a better 

place to be. 
- Our Class Parents for helping to build community within our school and keeping our parents in touch 

and informed.
- Our Parent Group Leaders and the Parish support 

people for their dedication, help and assistance in 
leading the Family-centred Sacramental Program. 

- Our cleaners Jess and Bridie and groundsman Tony 
for the upkeep of our beautiful school. 

 

Have  a wonder ful weekend!

     

              Principal                         



RELIGIOUS MATTERS f rom  Megan Boyd
Gospel Reading - jOHN:20:19-31

PARISH ALTAR SERVERS - All Saint s? Cat holic Church Woodburn 5:30pm
Saturday - 7th April  - Jed Dougherty, Noah Dougherty

Saturday - 14th April - Fletcher Johnston, Elle Johnston

 WE ARE WEST PEOPLE! Welcom ing, Encouraging, Say Sor ry, 
Thankful Our school embraces the Making Jesus Real (MJR) program, 
although, it is less of a program and more of a way of life. We want to 
foster a relationship with Jesus that is real and relevant to our daily lives.

The Celebrat ion of  t he Sacram ent  of  Conf irm at ion - PARENT MEETING - 
Thursday, 3rd May - 5.30pm

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated by Bishop Gregory Homeming  on 
Saturday 19th May at the All Saints? Catholic Church Woodburn and Sunday 20th May at St 
Joseph?s Catholic Church Coraki.  

 Our Parish Schools will continue with the family-centred Sacramental Program this year to 
assist parents in supporting their child?s faith journey in a meaningful way. It involves families forming small 
groups to come together for four session prior to the celebration of the Sacrament. At  t he in it ial m eet ing, 
we w il l  hold t he t he f ir st  of  t he 4 m eet ings- due t o t im e const raint s- school st af f  w il l  lead t h is f ir st  
session. 

This compulsory parent and child meeting  is for students in Year Two  (and above) who have been Baptised 
and wish to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation. It will be held at St Joseph?s School Library on  
Thursday 3rd May - 5:30- 6:30pm . 

In this week?s Gospel Thomas believes because he sees Jesus after the 
Resurrection.  The Gospel tells how difficult it was for Jesus? followers to 
believe in him once he had died and left their sight. So Jesus appeared to 
them. When Jesus appeared to his disciples, he gave them a special job. 
He asked them to help others to know Jesus by demonstrating Jesus? 
greatest trait? his loving forgiveness. As Christians we should endeavour 
to show forgiveness and compassion.  

 A Just  Fut ure St ar t s w it h Your  
Suppor t

Thank you for your support of Project 
Compassion this year. Could all families 
please return Mission Boxes as soon as 
possible. Thank you for your generosity 

and support 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/031818.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/031818.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/031818.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/031818.cfm


 Year  Of  Yout h - Diocesan In it iat ive for  ALL Year  6 and Year  7 St udent s 

As 2018 is the Year of Youth for our Catholic Church, our Year 6 students and Mr 
Sandral have an opportunity to gather with other local Parish Schools in our diocese. 
At this free retreat day the international singer and songwriter, Jesse Manibusan, will 
surprise, enthuse and challenge all participants through an engaging presentation, 
with music, catechesis, comedy, and story to connect faith with the lives of our young 
people. Jesse is the composer of our much loved song - OPEN MY EYES LORD. 
This Year of Youth initiative  for our Lismore Diocese has the theme - ?Celebrat e 
Yout h - The Life You?re Living? and will be held at the Trinity Aquatic Centre, Lismore 

on Tuesday 22nd May.  

A permission note has gone home with our Year 6 students. Please return all notes as soon as possible.

SRC FUNDRAISER- FREEDOM DAY

Next Thursday 12 April, 2018 (The last day of term 1)  
we are holding our term fundraiser- Freedom  Day. It 
is a day to celebrate and acknowledge the freedom 
that we have in our lives- unike some children in other 
countries who aren't quite as lucky. 

What  t o wear : You are free to choose what you wear 
but it must be school appropriate.

What  t o br ing : A gold coin donation for Caritas-  to 
help others who don't enjoy our freedom.

What  do we do: Each Stage has nominated what free time activities they will do between 
lunch and recess. 

So rem em ber  t o BRING your  gold coin, wear  your  choice of  clot hes and enjoy your  FREEDOM!

Tat um  and Taj  (SRC PRESIDENTS)

Easter Ceremonies and Good Friday Passion Play 

This Easter our parish and school family members combined to retell the story of Jesus? Passion in a beautiful 
and powerful reenactment of the events of Good Friday. Father Richard appreciated the efforts of all involved in 
the production. Special mention and thanks to Mr Ern Sandral, Cooper and Ryley Davis, Dale and Miller Layland, 
Charlie Hong, and Suzi, Fletcher, Ruby and Elle Johnston. Thank you also to the Newman family, Lilly Sauer for 
your commitment to the Easter Saturday evening Vigil Mass.  



SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING  - Danielle Piccini

  

 ANZAC DAY  25 aPRIL 2018  (Advanced Not ice) 

Anzac Day this year falls on the Wednesday in the second week of the holidays.  St Joseph?s has 
always been extremely well represented and I hope that  will be the case again this year.  I ask that 
you give careful consideration to your child?s participation in this very special celebration and I urge 
as many students as possible to represent St Joseph?s in these community events. 

Our School Leaders have been asked to speak 
at both services. 

Details are outlined below.

Dawn Service Evans Head: Line up at 5.15am 
outside the library at Evans Head.  The march 
begins at approximately 5.20am. Full school 
uniform (minus hat) to be worn. 

Woodburn March: Please meet our school 
group at 9.50 am at the Post Office. The  
march begins at 10am. Full school uniform 
and hat please. 

Most of our students have either read the book ?Wonder? or the picture book ?We?re All Wonders?. 
The slogan from the book is ?choose kind? which comes from Dr Wayne Dyer?s quote ?When given 
the choice between being right or being kind, choose kind?. During Catholic Schools Week all of 
our students made a kindness pledge.

This week when I visited Kindergarten we learned how hard it is to take back unkind words. I 
shared with them a saying by Julia Cook ?Your thoughts are private, but behaviour is public?. You 
can think whatever you like but as soon as you let the thoughts out of your head through words or 
actions, they become public information. 

I asked two students to squirt all of the toothpaste out of a tube 
into a bowl. When asked to put all of the toothpaste back in the 
tube we discovered it couldn?t be done. The toothpaste is like 
unkind words, once they?re out of your mouth they cannot be 
taken back. For each put down a human hears, they need 10 
sincere compliments to get back to where they were emotionally 
prior to the put down.

       

    



HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

Happy Birthday wishes from the school community to 
Jacob Woolley and Mrs Michelle Storman celebrating a 

birthday this week.

TERM 1 - WEEK 11

Monday, 9t h Apr i l
Canteen
Xavier open night 

Tuesday, 10t h Apr i l
Sports Uniform
School Banking
Library books to be returned

Wednesday, 11t h Apr i l
Library
Canteen
Woodlawn open night

Thursday, 12t h Apr i l
Sports Uniform
SRC Fundraiser 'FREEDOM DAY'

Fr iday, 13t h Apr i l
PUPIL FREE DAY

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
TERM 2- WEEK 1

Monday,30t h Apr i l
PUPIL FREE DAY

Tuesday, 1st  May- Welcom e t o Term  2
Sports Uniform
School Banking
Library books to be returned

Wednesday, 2nd May
Library
Canteen
Zone Cross Country

Thursday, 3rd May
Sports Uniform
ANZAC LIturgy  9.15am
Confirmation Meeting 5.30pm

Fr iday, 4t h May

TUCKSHOP

Monday, 9th April

Gil O'Neill

Wednesday , 11th April

Clayton Brady,HELP NEEDED

Monday, 30th April

PUPIL FREE

Wednesday, 2nd May

Thank you ladies and Gentlemen!

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

TERM 1 -  Week 8

Class Student

Kinder Lakey Chapman

Year  1 Seleste Walsh

Year 2 Ava Litchfield

Year 3 Addison  Edwards
Year 4 Sunny McLean 
Year 5 Jozie Murada

Year 6 Imogen Farlow

CONGRATULATIONS

STAFF DEVELOPMENT DAYS

A reminder of the two Staff Development 
Days/Pupil Free Days occurring in the coming 
weeks:

Term  1? Friday, 13th April? Staff Spirituality 
Retreat 

Term  2? Monday, 30h April? STEM- St Joseph's 
Alstonville

SPORTS MATTERS - MELISSA BARNES

Im por t ant  Dat es for  t he Calendar    
9th April -  Monday School Cross Country - backup

12th April - Thursday School Cross Country - 
second back up

2nd May - Wednesday - Richmond Zone Cross 
Country

11th May - Friday - Richmond Zone Cross Country - 
(back-up)

25th May - Friday - Diocesan Cross Country - 
Bowraville

                                           continued next page



MATT AND ELLE - OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY STUDENTS

Hi everyone! You might have noticed or heard about the two students in white coming in to school every 
Monday and Tuesday for the last few weeks, well that?s us! We?re Matt and Ella and we are two occupational 
therapy students from the University of Sydney! It?s been awesome being up here and being able to help the 
students at St Joseph?s learn at school to the best of their ability through strategies, activities and even games! 
We?ve been able to work with the teachers in Stage 1 to introduce ?Superhero Movement Breaks? which are 
fun superhero-themed exercises that help with transitioning between different activities to increase focus in 
class! We have also worked with students one on one to develop strategies that help with regulating their 
emotions and being able to deal with stressful situations in and out of school. Core strength was another 
aspect that we worked on with students with games and activities to help improve their focus and attention in 
class. Surprisingly many difficulties that students face at school such as poor posture, fidgeting, poor 
handwriting skills and even not being able to sit still for a long time, can be attributed to poor core strength! 
These school holidays, try activities such as crabwalks, wheelbarrow walks and swimming with your child  to 
help improve their core strength.

If you want to read more head to these websites for more ideas!

https://www.ot-mom-learning-activities.com/core-exercises-for-kids.html

https:// theinspiredtreehouse.com/child-development-core-strengthening-for-kids/

Thanks for having us for the past 6 weeks! It?s been a blast being at St Joseph?s Woodburn and we wish you all 
the best! 

SPORTS MATTERS - MELISSA BARNES continued

Richm ond Zone Cross Count ry

Our school Cross Country was held today and all of the children who will represent our school at the 
Richmond Zone carnival have been issued notes at our awards assembly this 
afternoon. We will acknowledge these children in next weeks newsletter.

Our school has been offered the fant ast ic  opportunity of running the canteen at the 
Richmond Zone Cross Country on the 2nd May (Term 2). We need parental support 
with this to make it successful. We are hoping to create a timetable so everyone can  
help out around their children's races. 

Please email Melissa Barnes (mebarnes@lism.catholic.edu.au) if you can spare some 
time. This is a wonderful opportunity to raise money for our school.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
Monday 7 May 2018

Photo envelopes will be sent home today 
with each child . Each child has their own 
envelope with their names printed on. 

It is vital that each child returns their own 
envelope, even if payment is enclosed 
inside a siblings envelope. Please make 
sure that they are not misplaced.  

Phot o Envelopes t o be ret urned by 
Fr iday 4 May 2018. Family photo 
envelopes are available from the office.

https://www.ot-mom-learning-activities.com/core-exercises-for-kids.html
https://theinspiredtreehouse.com/child-development-core-strengthening-for-kids/



