
Board of Trustees note: 
 
Kia ora e te whanau 
  
I’d like to thank the School community for its understanding over the closure of the Drop Off 
Zone.   Obviously, we understand the inconvenience involved but the safety of our students comes 
first.  Before making the decision, we also knew that things flowed smoothly during Alert Level 2 when the 
zone was also closed.  The concerns some people had were addressed and you may have noticed the 
Salford Street crossing has been patrolled in the mornings and Road Patrol is there every morning at 8.30 
on Lamond Street.  If people have any further issues they would like to discuss, please let me or Sarah 
Gibbs know.  We do take on board people’s views and we are here to represent the community.   
Sometimes, we have to make unpopular decisions but on the whole, feedback has been overwhelmingly 
positive.  Thank you for your understanding. 
  
I am aware of some negative comments around the look of the new School fence.  There are plans in 
place to “beautify” it.  I would like to point out that the Board had no say in the building of the fence.   
We were directed to put it up by the Ministry of Education.  Having said that, it does make the School  
safer on the whole for our students. 
  
A key focus for the Board is Inclusive Education. At our last meeting our SENCO teacher - Paula Wheeler
- presented a report on the topic.  As with all schools, we are facing many challenges in this area and 
there is simply inadequate funding to meet the needs of the growing numbers of children with learning 
challenges.  This is an ongoing issue.  This year, the Board again made the decision to  fund additional 
support in the way of extra teacher aids and initiatives such as our Learning Hub.  This requires a careful 
balancing of our budget but we are fortunate we can put extra funds into this area.  I would like to 
acknowledge the pressure all our staff are under and thank them for doing their utmost to help all our  
students in an increasingly challenging environment.   While more government funding is the pressing  
issue, there are other things that can help and one such thing is a strong relationship between whanau 
and the School.  Strong relationships are important for all students but perhaps more so if a student has 
learning challenges.  The Board would always like to hear from families in this category and have your 
feedback as to whether improvements could be made and what that may look like for you.  We plan to 
hold an evening soon where we can discuss this. 
  
As always, the Board is open to feedback- positive or negative.  The School cannot address issues if it 
does not know about them.  The most constructive way to voice concerns is via the appropriate  
channels.  These are set out in our Complaints Policy which is accessible on our Website.   
We cannot always make decisions which please everyone but all decisions we do make are based on  
evidence/data and are focused on student wellbeing and student achievement. 
 
Thank you. 
Mary,  Chair, Salford School Board of Trustees. 
 
Principal’s note: 
 

Kia ora koutou! 
 
We hope you all enjoyed the long weekend with your whanau. The staff were busy exploring some of the 
new government initiatives in education, our local curriculum and discussing trauma and learning for  
children amongst many other things throughout the day. 
 
We appreciate your support with teacher only days as they enable us to review and explore new learning, 
programmes and other school education connected issues with the ability to focus in-depth without  
interruption and when we are refreshed rather than tired after a full day of teaching.  
 
We have had three teacher only days (since 2019) as was approved by The Ministry of Education in the 
most recent teacher contract negotiations. Schools were entitled to 8 teacher only days over a period of 
time where the school year would not be affected. 
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We will be having our 4th (and final from this allocation) teacher only day in term three. A date will be set 
soon for this. We do try to tag our teacher only days onto long weekends to support families spending time 
together, however there are no long weekends in term three. 
 

Student Council 
The Student Council have been very busy visiting scooter tracks and hosting guests at Salford School. 
They recently had Bronwyn from the Southland Community Education Nursery visit and talk to them about 
their aims for the school grounds, and what would plant well in locations. We are looking forward to being 
able to draw on her knowledge as we work on various areas of the school. We also had Josephine from 
Sport Southland join in one of our meetings. She is very excited with what the children are wanting to 
achieve and is going to come and help with various bits and pieces as well. The children enjoyed listening 
to and answering her questions about their ideas, and of course sharing their thinking too. 
The Council will be putting out information soon about various plants you may wish to be getting rid of that 
they need for certain areas of the school that they wish to improve. Watch this space. 
 

Playhouse Performance 
The Playhouse Performance Group entertained us with their Rumpelstiltskin show  
teaching us about values along the way. Be sure to ask your tamariki about this  
performance.   We are excited to have already booked them for next year where their 
show will focus on being brave to stand up and speak out when we know things are not 
right. (Not following the crowd and standing by our values despite what others may say 
or think) 
 

ICT Facilitator 
We had another two busy days with Mark Herring (Our ICT professional development 
facilitator) last week. The staff have been working hard to integrate more ICT into their 
teaching and learning programmes particularly to share student learning with you and to 
have students sharing their learning themselves. Tuakana teina is happening with senior 
students supporting junior students to achieve this independently.  A range of new  
programmes and uses of ICT to support teaching and learning have been focused on 
across the school. Talk to your tamariki about how they are using digital technologies in their classroom 
learning.  Mark will be spending more time with us later in the year as we revisit the digital curriculum and 
our Salford School progressions for this curriculum area. 
 

Senior Syndicate 
The senior syndicate had a great visit to Bluff last week to enhance their Kokokaha mahi. The tamariki 
have been harnessing the wind to build mini land yachts (including testing them) amongst other learning 
and exploration connecting to wind power. They headed to Bluff to visit the wind turbines and took the time 
to explore the Maritime Museum and the shipwreck as well. Thank you to all of the maatua who supported 
with this field trip. The children had lots of great information to share after their trip. 
 

Southland Primary School Cross Country Championships 
We wish the students form Salford School all the best for the Southland Primary School Cross Country 
Championships being held out at Waimumu Field Days Venue next Friday 18th June. We look forward to 
hearing about their experience of the event afterwards. 
 

Sports 
We are excited to have Hockey coaching happening at school in the next few weeks. This is our third year 
of this development module for the children. We also have The Sharks coming to coach basketball to  
various groups over a couple of weeks. 
 

Middle Syndicate 
The Middle Syndicate has been taking part in an art rotation this term giving the students the opportunity 
to explore different art techniques. The pieces the tamariki are creating have been stunning. Be sure to 
pop in to the classrooms to have a look. 
 

House Captains Leadership Day 
The house Captains are off to Gore for their leadership development 
day tomorrow (Wednesday 9th June). The Leadership Day is a GRIP  
Leadership Course where they will meet and talk with other students, 
be interactive and discuss what it takes and what it means to be a 
leader in school and in life.   GRIP stands for Generosity,  
Responsibility, Integrity and People.  
Thank you to Wendy McLaren for giving up her day to transport and 
accompany the children to this. 



STUDENT LUNCHES 

 Daily—Heat-ups  - Clearly name, wrap securely and place in room appropriate box.   
                                      NO FROZEN ITEMS PLEASE for Health and Safety reasons. 
 Wednesday—Subway Orders (via the office  (envelopes can be collected from the office)  

ORDERING ONLINE—Order BEFORE 9:00AM AT www.subwayexpress.co.nz/  
 WHATS ON:  
 9 June—GRIP Student Leaders Conference (House Captains) 
 8 June—Teacher Only Day—NO STUDENTS 

 144 June  - Sharks Basketball—Years 3-6 
 18 June—Southland Cross Country 

 21 June— Sharks Basketball—Years 3-6 

 22 June—Governance Meeting 
 23/24 June—Learn to Ride—Year 4 

 24 June—Parent Inclusive Education Eventing—6:45pm 
 25 June  - Paid Union Meeting—School closes at 12:30 

 28 June—Sharks Basketball—Years 3-6 
 29 June—Puberty Parent Evening—TBC 

 3 July—Sharks Basketball—Years 3-6 
 7/8 July  - Learning Conference Meetings 

 9 July—End of Term 2 
 26 July—Start of Term 3 

REMINDERS 

Te Anau 3065 

Hauroko 3060 

Manapouri 2808 

Wakatipu 2944 

End of Week 5 —Term 2 

Building Developments 
Renovations and building modifications always take longer than planned. Rooms 10 and 11 have been 
very patient as they have eagerly waited to move back into their newly renovated classrooms.  We are 
hoping that will happen this Friday. Demolition of Room 9 is set for Monday, with walls etc being removed 
for insulation and relining etc. Friday will be a buy day with Room 10 and 11 moving back into their classes 
and Room 9 moving into the hall. 
We are eagerly awaiting the day we can get back into the hall for assemblies, sports and other shared  
activities. 
 
Nut Free School 
Just a reminder that Salford School is a nut free school due to the number of tamariki and staff that 
have allergic reactions to nuts and even traces of nuts on surfaces. Whole nuts and nut products (Peanut 
Butter, Nutella etc) are not permitted at school. Non nut items that are labelled ‘may contain traces of nuts’ 
are fine. 
 
Paid Union Meeting 
In order to minimize disruption to teaching and learning programmes, school will finish at 12:30pm on  
Friday 25th June, so that staff can attend the upcoming paid union meeting.  It is beneficial to have as 
many staff attend together as possible for understanding and discussion. 
Minimal supervision will be available at school for the afternoon. 
 
Ma te huru huru, ka rere te manu! 
With feathers, a bird can fly 
(with the right support, encouragement,  
opportunity, a person can thrive) 
 

 
Nga mihi 
 
Sarah Gibbs 
Tumuaki / Principal  
Salford School 

 

https://www.subwayexpress.co.nz/
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