
Tuesday 14th April 2020 
 
Kia Ora Salford Whanau, 
 
We hope that you have all had a lovely time over the last couple of weeks enjoying the company of your 
bubble and having some time to do things that often get rushed by or left because there is no time. It has 
been nice to slow down (somewhat). We appreciate that a number of our community are essential workers 
and others are maintaining their work from home, so this will have added other challenges to the last couple 
of weeks for you too. We hope that you have managed to take some time for yourselves. 
 
There is a considerable amount of information coming to you today so here goes: 
 
Documents being shared today: 

1. Home learning timetable (This is a guide only) 
2. Salford School Learning at Home Document (Our initial document from prior to lockdown) 
3. Additional Activities Distance Learning (More variant activities and cross curricular links) 
4. Online Access Timetable (Has timeframes for each class teacher to be accessible online or through 

video calls etc) 
5. Distance Learning Week One Term Two (Thursday and Friday teacher set learning) 

 
1. Home Learning Timetable:  

This has been broken into 3 chunks of 45 minute blocks for focused learning. Some activities may 
take longer, others less, that is okay. Make it work for you. The timetable is a guide only, your day will 
depend on all manner of things. Change the day around, mix it up - it is up to you. 

2. Salford School Learning at Home Document:  
This is being sent home again (and will be each week) as a ‘go to’ for other ideas and activities for the 
children. Use it or don’t - again this is up to you. 

3. Additional Activities Distance Learning:  
This is filled with a range of activities that are broken into curriculum areas. The curriculum areas are 
colour coded for the activities key curriculum area. Red = Reading, Green = Writing, Blue = Maths 
and Orange = Spelling, Language and Grammar. There is also Te Reo and key competency activities 
in here as well. Again what you do is up to you!  

4. Online Access Timetable: 
This timetable lets you know when your child’s teacher will be directly able to support, meet, assist etc 
your child or yourself. Some of these will be online meetings, some will be through instant 
messengers etc. Teachers will have been in touch with you about this for their class. This is very new 
learning for many teachers, not just at Salford School but throughout New Zealand. (Nothing like a bit 
of instant professional learning with no ‘professionals’ around to be able to help). There will be 
glitches, internet systems will stop working, family members will interrupt, the mute button will be on 
or the video button won’t be clicked, the dog will chew something or the cat will jump on the keyboard 
for attention. We just all need to remain calm, kind and patient as we work through this together. 
Once the first couple of days are underway things should settle into a nice rhythm. Children are not 
expected to be hooked into the teacher every time they are online. Our aim is to catch everybody 
every couple of days, thereby checking in 2 - 3 times per week depending on their needs.  

5. Distance Learning Week One Term Two: 
This document has the learning set for each year level. Each year level and class is highlighted in a 
fluoro blue band. The learning is split into colour coded curriculum areas for each level Eg Room 9 



(Year 1s), Room 10 and Room 11 will have their learning below the first fluoro band - the classes are 
listed inside the band. Year 2 (Room 9 Year 2s and Room 1 children) are indicated in the second 
fluoro band with their learning below and so on. 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who gave their thoughts and feedback to the query about Home Learning. 
For this week (Thursday and Friday) both the Junior and Senior syndicates will have their learning on 
one document. Next week the syndicates will be split so that the necessary learning is easier to find.  
 
The purpose of the learning that is being sent home is to be flexible to your needs! You can pick and 
choose how you use this. The teachers have set learning that is appropriate for their level and class 
(collaboratively), some of this is online, some of it is not. It is up to you to make this work for your 
bubble. Some of you have asked for structure, some of you are relishing the freedom. We have 
catered for both -how you work it is up to you. We look forward to seeing anything the children do in 
their time at home - whether it has been set by the teacher or made up along the way. 

DO NOT STRESS AND FEEL THAT YOU MUST DO EVERYTHING - IT IS UP TO YOU AS TO 
HOW IT WORKS FOR YOUR BUBBLE.  

 
 
A few other bits and pieces: 
-Feedback and ‘marking’ is going to be quite different in this situation. Teachers will be providing 
feedback etc on learning but not necessarily for every piece of work that children complete. Please 
feel free to share through emails, photos, shared docs, classroom dojos / seesaw etc with the 
teachers. We will definitely be pleased to see it and will be able to comment more when we are back 
at school properly.  
-Please respect that teachers are also looking after their bubbles and for many that includes aged 
neighbours and family members, some have partners who are essential workers who go to work 
everyday and of course they have their own children too. We will respond to emails and messages 
through class systems as promptly as possible but anything outside of ‘usual’ hours may not be 
responded to until the next day.  
 
I have been reading a lot lately and one political comment that described the current situation 
perfectly was ‘we are building the plane as it is flying’.  
We are currently doing this as we work out what is and isn’t going to work and how to provide best 
practice through distance for our tamariki. It is a challenging but exciting flight as our destination is 
unknown but the opportunities that will come from this will be vast if we are brave enough to keep 
building long after we are back ‘at’ school. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me or your child’s teacher if you have any queries. We are all 
working together in this. 
 
Nga mihi 
 
Sarah Gibbs 
 


