
 

                                                                                                                   News Letter Week 6, Term 3 

“If the children are given a Krishna Conscious education from early child-

hood, then there is great hope for the future of the world” -                                        

A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada 

Dear Parents 
It has been the term of festivals, giving students the 
opportunity to celebrate Sri Balarama’s Appearance, 
Janmasthami and Srila Prabhupada’s Appearance 
Day. Leading up to these festival days, students 
across all classes have been immersed in hearing 
about the Lord’s pastimes and preparing for the            
festivals in collaborative, creative and joyful ways. 
Please join us at the temple on Wednesday evening 
to celebrate Radhasthami.  
  
 
Personalised Learning: The Walker Learning  
Approach and Staff Professional Development 
Staff have been attending professional development 
discussion forums, training, and observations                  
exploring the personalised approach to learning. 
Please see the information at the end of the                     
newsletter regarding this exciting step the Hare  
Krishna School is taking towards embracing learning 
in the 21st Century. 
 
Student-led parent teacher conferences Week 9 
Letters will be going home to parents next week,             
giving you the opportunity to make an appointment 
with your child’s teacher. We look forward to seeing 
you there and discussing your child’s progress. 
 
GIVE ME FIVE Parent Survey 
Thank you to those parents who completed the                 
survey that went home with your child last term and 
for volunteering some time to serve the school in  
particular areas. The survey gives you as a parent  an 
opportunity to express your interest in volunteering 
at the school. The idea is for parents to offer at least 
5 hours a year to help around the school in many 
different areas. Please let us know in the survey what 
your interests and talents are and how you can add 
value to the school. If you need another copy of the 
survey, please request  the school office to send you 
one. 
 
 
Your servant 
Krsnananda Das (Principal) 

Term 3 Calendar Dates  

Wednesday 30th Aug. Radhasthami 

Thursday 31st Aug. School speech competition 

6th Sept. Interschool speech competitions. 

Week 9, Mon. 18th and Thurs. 21st Sept.  Stu-

dent-led parent-teacher conferences  

Friday 29th Sept. End of term 3. 

 

Welcome 

A warm welcome to our new students this 

term: Ishnoor Singh, Sankhya Pandey, Adityar 

Panchal, Rahini Koney , Tavasmi Dhankee and 

Simeon Caske. 

Yamuna house group decorate Sita Rama class-

room altar for Janmasthami 



House groups 

make offerings to Lord 

Krishna 

Hare Krishna school collaborated in their 

house groups (mixed year levels) on the 

day before Janmasthami to  decorate the 

classrooms and altars, make sweet offer-

ings, and get together for potent, joyful 

kirtan. House groups include Godhavari, 

Yamuna, Sarasvati and Ganga.  



House groups remember Krishna as they collab-

orate, create and decorate... 



The school participates in an abhishek at 

the temple during the day. 

Mrdanga performance in the evening 

was a hit 

Janmasthami  

The school sings “Lover of the Lord” in the tem-

ple as an offering to Srila Prabhupada on his ap-

pearance day. 

View of the temple on Janmasthami morn-

ing darshan 



 

 

Understanding Personalised Learning in 
Primary School  
The majority of parents have a certain expectation about 
what school should look like, feel like and be like; 
however, sometimes when a parent brings their child 
to school or the first time, the learning spaces look 
different from what they experienced themselves as 
children. At first, this can be disconcerting; every           
parent has been to school and many parents assume 
that school will be the same as it was when they went 
to school. In some respects, the teaching of literacy 
and numeracy in a personalised learning curriculum is 
still the same - including formal instruction in the key 
skills being taught every day. In addition to whole 
group instruction, small groups, individual extension 
and intervention are also provided, ensuring that all 
children are catered for more personally.  

The wonderful aspect of education in the 21st century 

is that in addition to literacy and numeracy still being 

taught and instructed, a broader range of other skills 

are also taught. These are often referred to as the 

skills of life: children growing up now need a variety 

of skills to be successful learners today.  

These include:  

Decision making  

Resilience  

Problem solving  

Learning how to learn  

Intrinsically motivated  

Responsible citizens of the future  

Effective communicators  

Assertive and respectful  

Creative and lateral thinkers  

Researchers  

Able to transfer skills into new ideas and events 

not experienced before  

 

Learning environments in all schools now provide a 

balance between "explicit teaching" in the formal   

instruction of key curriculum areas including sciences, 

history, the arts, physical education, literacy,                 

numeracy balanced with "explicit teaching" during 

active engagement where children are trying things 

out, working alongside others, having to work               

collaboratively, problem solve and create.  

 

This balance between formal instruction 

and active engagement provides practice 

for children to have the best of both 

worlds.   

 

 
Children don't know what they don't know. So as 

teachers, we provide the instruction and curriculum 

content that helps them to grow in their knowledge 

and skills. Children also bring to their learning, lots of 

experiences, knowledge and skills that they already 

know. Children need to be given the opportunity to 

bring who and what they know and for us to balance 

this with what we need them to learn. Importantly 

this needs to be done in a way that helps them to  

explore, to experiment and to work alongside others. 

This is what prepares them for the real world.  

 In personalised learning, we don't stop teaching the 

fundamentals which are the foundation of literacy 

and numeracy, we simply add more of the essential 

skills of life that all of us need as we live and grow and 

work in today's society.  

Sometimes parents of children in year 1 - Year 2 who 

participate in Investigations initially say; "They are 

just playing!" They are not just playing. There is not 

enough hours in the day to justify "just playing" in 

school. That is why parents need to understand a 

little about the importance of and how Investigations 

teaches life skills as well as oral language,                          

socialisation and a whole host of other skills while 

developing their numeracy and literacy skills.  



Sometimes parents of children in Years 3-6 think 

that personalised learning is a curriculum where 

children can do whatever they want. Nothing could 

be further from the truth. In fact, true personalised 

learning is highly systemised and structured. In 

Years 3-6 the students are often sitting with their 

teacher who is instructing and teaching. At other 

times, students are working on projects for example 

in History or Economics or Health or investigating 

areas of learning provided by the teacher. They may 

be challenged to link their own interests and experi-

ences to the skills and concepts being taught so that 

learning is viewed as relevant and meaningful to the 

student.  

They key questions to ask your school or teachers 

are:  

What method or philosophy of personalised teach-

ing are you using?  

Have the teachers participated in professional de-

velopment to update their skills?  

Other helpful hints:  

 Always attend parent information nights and 

workshops so you can gain a better under-

standing about how it works at our  school.  

 Remember that our teachers are highly edu-

cated and don't just implement strategies 

based on time wasting unproven methods.  

 Remember that integrated schools use the 

same reporting system as other NZ state 

schools so we are all working toward the same 

outcomes and standards. That is your final in-

surance policy!  

 

TOOLBOX PARENTING COURSES 

Build a great family team 

Great kids need great parents and with the right tools, 
anyone can be a great parent. Whether you are parent-
ing with a partner, a grandparent, a solo parent, a blend-
ed or foster family, Toolbox has something to offer. If you 
are looking for practical strategies, inspiration, encour-
agement and insight then a Toolbox parenting group is 
for you. 

 

Positive, practical and fun 

The four Toolbox groups – Early Years (0-6), Middle 
Years (6-12), Tweens and Teens (12-18) and Building 
Awesome Whānau (0-12) are available throughout the 
country. In an informal, relaxed and friendly environment 
(often someone’s home) participants are equipped with 
practical skills and strategies that can be immediately put 
to use. Over six sessions, key parenting principles are 
explored and participants are encouraged in their parent-
ing. 

Courses are facilitated by trained local volunteers who 
are friendly and supportive. They keep each session 
flowing smoothly and help participants to engage with the 
material. Each session leaves participants with a range 
of activities and strategies to try at home. 

Cost 

The cost of the course is $75 per person or $110 per 
couple (incl. GST). Subsidies are available upon request 
for those who can’t afford these fees. Participants who 
have attended a Tweens and Teens course  will receive 
a copy of the Attitude resource Connected. 

 

http://www.theparentingplace.com/toolbox-parenting-courses/early-years/
http://www.theparentingplace.com/toolbox-parenting-courses/middle-years/
http://www.theparentingplace.com/toolbox-parenting-courses/middle-years/
http://www.theparentingplace.com/toolbox-parenting-courses/tweens-and-teens/
http://www.theparentingplace.com/toolbox-parenting-courses/whanau/
http://www.theparentingplace.com/toolbox-parenting-courses/whanau/


Toolbox is free for caregivers 

Thanks to government funding we can to 
provide Toolbox free of charge to 
all grandparents raising grandchildren, fos-
ter carers, whānau caregivers, home for life 
parents and adopters. 

Toolbox contacts  

See link below to the contact page 
for Toolbox courses 

http://www.theparentingplace.com/
toolbox-parenting-courses/contacts/# 

http://www.theparentingplace.com/toolbox-parenting-courses/grandparents/
http://www.theparentingplace.com/toolbox-parenting-courses/caregivers/
http://www.theparentingplace.com/toolbox-parenting-courses/whanau/
http://www.theparentingplace.com/toolbox-parenting-courses/caregivers/

