
 

 

23 February 2021 

 

Year 6 Debating 
Dear Parents,  

We are pleased to inform you that all Year 6s at Brighton Grammar take part in Debating lessons as a 
component of the English curriculum.  

During the weekly Debating lessons, the boys explore the format of a debate and public speaking 
techniques. They analyse and investigate world issues through debating topics which enhances their critical 
thinking skills. The Year 6 boys have learnt persuasive writing techniques for a number of years. They will 
build on this knowledge as they write effective, persuasive speeches, as well as learning the importance of 
being an active listener. Interestingly, Debating also promotes self-confidence, teamwork and an expanding 
vocabulary. 

I encourage you to have a discussion with your son about what he has learnt in the introductory lessons.  
All boys have received a Debating book and a template (‘debate-mate’) which provides the structure for 
each speaker’s role on the affirmative or negative team. It is essential that he becomes familiar with this 
resource in order to present an appropriate debate speech.  

The boys will commence researching and composing speeches this week based on the topic, ‘That all 
schools should be co-educational’. Boys will be given a speaker role on the AFFIRMATIVE or NEGATIVE 
team for their class debate.  

Your son will take part in class debates, inter-class debates and then later in the year may be invited to 
compete at inter-school level.  

It is an exciting time as we watch boys prepare (with support and guidance) and then argue a topic with 
effectiveness and clarity. Please take the time to listen to your son’s ideas on the topic, engage him with 
your own views and listen to him rehearse his speech.  

Homeroom teachers will provide a time frame when the speeches are to be completed and when the 
debate will be held.  

Please contact me if you require any further details via email. 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Jane Lowe 
Enrichment/Extension Teacher 
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