
 

 

30 July 2019 
 

Prep to Year 6 Poetry Recital Competition 
 
Dear parents/guardians 
 
This term, all year levels from Prep to Year 6 will be participating in a Poetry Recital Competition. Your son 
has been asked to select a poem and learn it by heart. Boys can select poems from their local library or the 
Internet, or you might like to teach them one of your old favourites. The poem may be in any form and on 
any topic.  
 
The competition has been organised to give the boys further opportunities to speak in public, and to 
appreciate poetry and the beauty and power of words.  
 
The boys are required to practise reciting their poem of choice as part of their homework. We have 
discussed with the boys the attributes of good public speaking, including:  
 

 making eye contact with the audience  
 good expression  
 adequate volume  
 clarity of speech 
 correct pace. 

 
Details of the poems for the different year levels are as follows:  
 

 Prep–Year 2: poems must be at least 6 lines   
 Years 3–4: poems must be at least 12 lines   
 Years 5–6: boys have the option to either write their own poem, or select a poem of their 

choice. The poem must be at least 12 lines. 
 

Poems need to be ready to be presented to classroom teachers by Friday 16 August. Boys must provide 
their homeroom teacher with a copy of their poem and may have a copy of their poem during their recital for 
prompting purposes. The boys will be assessed based on the following criteria: preparation, originality and 
creativity (for Years 5 and 6), clarity and effectiveness, timing and presentation, and delivery.  
 
Following class and year group elimination rounds, the selected finalists will perform their poem to Peter 
Tellefson between Monday 26 August and Friday 30 August, to determine the competition winners.  
 
BGS medallions and certificates will be awarded to a winner and runner-up for each year level. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Year 5 Homeroom Teachers 
Poetry Recital Competition Coordinators 


