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EDITOR’S 
NOTE

Internationally-recognized artist Bruce Munro,  
best known for immersive large-scale light 
installations, projected the Star of Bethlehem onto the 
Salisbury Cathedral’s famous ‘living water’ font, its 
light reflecting on the water surface and spilling over  
onto the ancient stone floor. The photography is by 
Ash Mills Photography. The image on the front cover 
is of this installation.   

The Messenger covers news from parishes, the 
sermon preached at the funeral of The Reverend  
Dr Michael Evers, articles from our regular 
contributors as well as one from the Social 
Responsibilities Commission’s Project Officer. 

The introduction to the Service of Baptism and the 
Collect, from Common Worship, Church of England, 
are worth reflecting on as we read this edition  
of the Messenger.

Our Lord Jesus Christ has told us 
that to enter the kingdom of heaven 
we must be born again of water and the Spirit, 
and has given us baptism as the sign and  
seal of this new birth.  
Here we are washed by the Holy Spirit and  
made clean 
Here we are clothed with Christ, 
dying to sin that we may live his risen life. 
As children of God, we have a new dignity 
and God calls us to fullness of life. 

The Collect

Heavenly Father, 
by the power of your Holy Spirit 
you give your faithful people new life in the water of 
baptism. Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, 
that we who are born again may serve you in faith  
and love, and grow into the full stature of  
your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who is alive and reigns with you in the unity  
of the Holy Spirit now and for ever.  Amen. 

T he feature articles this month are based on 
the theme One Lord, one faith, one baptism.   
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The Most Reverend Roger Herft AM | Archbishop of Perth

A

We warm ourselves before  
one hearth, 
the blazing sun.

Upon one floor of soil we stand, 
and breathe one air, 
and drink one water, 
and walk the night 
beneath one luminescent moon.

The children of one God we are, 
brothers and sisters of one blood, 
and members in one world-wide 
family of God.

Book of Remembrance,  
Cathedral of St Paul the Apostle,  

Los Angeles

This prayer formed a part of 
the vigil held at St George’s 
Cathedral to mark the killing of 
49 patrons in a gay nightclub 
in Orlando, Florida.  Acts of 
remembrance are a whisper 
of hope to loved ones left in 
shock and grief.  The injured live 
with a terror that haunts every 
moment.  A community, a nation 
and a world seek answers to yet 
another massacre.  Blaming, 
labelling, scapegoating form a 
part of the response.

All religions must live with the 
disturbing question, how do 
the convictions that arise from 
a belief system encourage 
discrimination against people 
who are different – be it in 
religion, race, political views, 
sexual orientation, etc?

Are all religious traditions the 
same when they engage with 
the challenging questions of 
diversity and difference?

The non-religious world would 
like to conclude that all religions 
are in the same basket.

One of the greatest disservices 
we do to the quality of human 
community is to insist that 
we are the same.  Stephen 
Prothero, Chair of the 
Department of Religion at 
Boston University, observes 
‘that for more than a generation 
we have followed scholars and 
sages down the rabbit hole into 
a fantasy world in which all gods 
are one’.

This naïve ‘group think’ makes the 
world more dangerous.  It blinds 
us to the clashes in the world 
justified by the belief structures of 
the differing religions.

A reason for us indulging in the 
fantasy of ‘religious oneness’ is 
that we have become averse to 
argument; to engaging seriously 
in the market-place of ideas, 
allowing for frank and open 
discussion.  Political correctness 
has entered the mind fashioned 
by the enlightenment leading us 
to tolerance at any cost.  The 
carnage and havoc perpetrated 
in the name of the religions of 
the world can never be stopped 
by the hopeful imagining that all 
the faiths have an intrinsic unity.

We owe it to those who have 
died and to ourselves to engage 
with the faith traditions and other 
ideologies that form our world 
with robust honesty.

In the midst of the darkness that 
enveloped that nightclub, several 
acts of compassionate heroism 
emerged.  Yes, there are people 

of religious faith, and those with 
none, for whom One Lord, One 
Faith, One Baptism is a sacred 
calling – a confession that sees 
every person as loved by God.

The reading for the vigil from 1 
John 4:7-21 proclaims this truth 
of God:

Beloved, let us love one 
another, because love is from 
God; everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 
Whoever does not love does 
not know God, for God is love 
. . .
God is love, and those who 
abide in love abide in God, 
and God abides in them. . . 
There is no fear in love, but 
perfect love casts out fear; 
. . . We love because God 
first loved us. Those who 
say, ‘I love God’, and hate 
their brothers or sisters, 
are liars; for those who do 
not love a brother or sister 
whom they have seen, 
cannot love God whom 
they have not seen. The 
commandment we have 
from him is this: those who 
love God must love their 
brothers and sisters also. 

ll humankind is one vast family, 
the world our home. 
We sleep beneath one roof, 
the starry sky.

ONE WORLD - BROKEN YET BEAUTIFUL

We owe it to those 
who have died and to 
ourselves to engage 
with the faith traditions 
and other ideologies 
that form our world with 
robust honesty.
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This astonishing event is the Central 
Park Plunge. Entering its second year, the 
‘Plunge’, as it is colloquially known – is 
Australia’s tallest urban abseil. It is also a 
valuable fundraiser for Anglicare WA.

Last year, I participated in the ‘Plunge’ 
myself. So did the Dean of Perth, the Very 
Reverend Richard Pengelley, our Chairman, 
John Barrington, members of the Anglicare 
WA Board and Anglicare WA staff. It was a 
truly breathtaking experience. It was also 
a great challenge. However, the money 
that was raised helped to support Western 
Australians facing even greater challenges in 
their daily lives. 

And that is the crux of the ‘Plunge’: an 
exciting challenge for a great cause.

This year, the funds we raise will be pledged 
to our Street Connect program. Street 
Connect is an outreach service that 
support homeless young people on the 
streets of Perth. Every year the program 
works with hundreds of homeless young 
people.

Compared to the challenges these 
young people face, a colossal abseil 
is a piece of cake. Some of them have 
fled from their family homes because 
of domestic violence. Some have 
faced extreme financial stress. Others 
struggle with mental illness. All are highly 
vulnerable and disadvantaged.

These young people have no home to 
shelter them and provide respite from the 
stresses of the streets. Street Connect 
acts as a place of relief and support for 
them. The program’s professional youth 
workers link them with resources and 
services that can help them to get off 
the street and eventually into their own 
home.

f you make your way down to Perth City on the morning of Sunday 4 September, you might 
catch a remarkable spectacle. Supporters of Anglicare WA will be abseiling down one of Perth’s 
tallest skyscrapers – the Central Park Building on St George’s Terrace. That is a dizzying 
52-storey drop.

I

A SPECTACULAR CHALLENGE 

Carrick Robinson – Anglicare WA

TAKE THE DARE.
JOIN TEAM ANGLICARE WA

Australia’s tallest urban abseil  
is back on 4 September 2016.

Anglicare WA dares YOU to join 
us for the Central Park Plunge 
and help raise money in 
support of homeless 
young people.

CONTACT 
getinvolved@anglicarewa.org.au  
or 9263 2077 to find out more.

Street Connect receives 
no Government funding. It 
is reliant on philanthropic 
support and the money 
raised by events like the 
Central Park Plunge.

If you are interested in 
taking up the challenge 
of the ‘Plunge’ in order 
to support this worthy 
cause, you can register 
online at http://www.
centralparkplunge.
com.au/event/CPP-
AnglicareWA-16. Plungers 
abseil in teams of four, so 
you can register with your 
friends or individually. 

Of course, we understand 
that heights are not for 
everyone. Anyone can 
support Street Connect 
by backing one of our 
plungers at the same link. 
Or join us on the day and 
cheer our brave plungers 
on as they make their 
descent.

We look forward to 
another spectacular 
challenge.  

http://www.centralparkplunge.com.au/event/CPP-AnglicareWA-16
http://www.centralparkplunge.com.au/event/CPP-AnglicareWA-16
http://www.centralparkplunge.com.au/event/CPP-AnglicareWA-16
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This July, from Sunday the 3rd 
to Sunday the 10th, people and 
organisations around Australia 
will be celebrating the history, 
culture and achievements of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples as part of 
NAIDOC Week.
This is an important celebration 

to all of us at Anglicare WA. 
We are a community service 

organisation that supports 
vulnerable and disadvantaged 
Western Australians. Our work 
takes us from Albany in the 
South all the way up to Broome 
in the North. Through this 
work, we walk alongside many 
Aboriginal individuals, families 
and communities. 
Working with Aboriginal 

communities requires a special 
approach. Simply applying 
our beliefs and practices will 
not work. Instead we need 
to listen to those people and 
communities and find ways to 
work within their own beliefs and 
practices. This is Reconciliation. 
Our Reconciliation Action Plan 

states that, in order to advance 
Reconciliation, individuals and 

agencies must ‘acknowledge and 
respect Aboriginal people as the 
original custodians of Australia’ 
and ‘recognise and value the 
importance of Aboriginal Lore, 
and cultural beliefs, traditions, 
and ‘ways of doing’.’ 
This begins with meaningful 

conversations. Aboriginal 
communities and cultures are 
infinitely diverse. There are 
distinct differences between, 
for example, the Noongar 
people of the South West 
and the Yamatji people of the 
Murchison, Gascoyne and 
Pilbara regions. Then there are 
distinct differences between 
the groups and communities 
contained within those nations. 
It is important to understand 
that there is no single right way 
to walk alongside Aboriginal 
peoples. Communities’ needs 
and sensitivities will differ 
depending on the specific 
community you walk with. 
When we work with any 

Aboriginal community, our 
first step is to consult with that 
community’s people and elders. 
We collaborate with each 

individual Aboriginal community 
to establish the best way of 
walking alongside them. Before 
we can offer a service, we need 
to listen and understand exactly 
what it is that they require from 
us. Relationship-building is key. 
Anglicare WA has established 

training programs to help ensure 
staff are informed and culturally 
sensitive. These programs have 
been developed by an Aboriginal 
consultant who is employed full-
time and assists with oversight 
across all services. We have 
also established an Elders 
Council to provide a direct link to 
community.
Anglicare WA’s vision is of a 

just and fair society in which 
all people thrive. This vision 
can only be achieved in a spirit 
of Reconciliation between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
Western Australians. By 
working with proper respect 
for Aboriginal culture, people 
and their lands ensures we can 
move toward a brighter future 
for all Australians.  

ustralia is a vast and ancient continent with a proud national identity. The history and traditions 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people are an integral part of that. Respecting Australia 
as a country is synonymous with respecting Australia’s first peoples.

A

WHAT NAIDOC MEANS FOR US 

Ian Carter AM | CEO Anglicare WA
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I thought little of her 
idiosyncratic expletive until my 
faith journey began and I read 
the Book of Proverbs in the only 
Bible I then owned, which was 
a King James Version. The KJV 
renders Proverbs 29:18 ‘Where 
there is no vision, the people 
perish: but he that keepeth the 
law, happy is he.’ The translation 
of preference in our diocese, the 
NRSV, proffers ‘Where there is 
no prophecy, the people cast off 
restraint, but happy are those 
who keep the law.’ 

As a new believer, seeing my 
Grandmother’s words enshrined 
in the pages of the bible, 
though obviously not with the 
same sentiment behind them, 
captured my attention and set 
me to the task of understanding 
what this God I had made an 
earnest decision to follow, was 
conveying in words that had 
travelled the centuries to be in 
my hands. 

Having dug deep into 
commentaries and 
concordances, read weighty 
tomes and asked the clergy 
at our church, my endeavours 
informed me that prophecy, i.e. 
the speaking forth of the mind 
and counsel of God, instills 
vision and hope. Then, as now, 
my conclusion is where there is 
vision the people are sustained 
by hope even if their current 
circumstances remain difficult, 
but that people devoid of hope 
can become desperate. 

This thinking was exhumed 
again during our excellent day 
with Professor David Tacey. 
Alongside a reminder that today 

people say they are ‘spiritual but 
not religious’ and a forewarning 
of the need for the Church 
to change if it is to reach this 
and future generations with 
the Gospel, he rocked a few 
boats when he informed that 
research he has undertaken 
showed clearly there is a 
direct correlation between the 
decline in belief in God (or at 
least in church attendance) and 
the increasing suicide rate in 
Australia. 

Writing in Psychology Today, 
Alex Lickerman plainly states 
that depression is the major 
trigger for suicide. www.
depression.org, citing the 
World Health Organisation’s 
International Classification 
of Disease, gives a 
descriptive list of the feelings 
experienced by people with 
depression: ‘sadness, lethargy, 
helplessness, hopelessness, 
worthlessness, difficulties 
with decisions, memory, 
concentration, loss of interest, 
energy, changes to sleep 
patterns, changes in weight, 
relationship problems, isolation, 
thoughts of death, suicide, 
anxiousness, unusual fear or 
feeling panic.’ Having been 
the confidante of many who 
have contemplated suicide and 
heard repeatedly ‘I can see to 
reason to go on,’ I have come to 
understand their condition more 
readily as lacking a vision of a 
future worth hoping for. 

The information David Tacey 
imparted could be another 
cause for us to feel pessimistic, 
but as English poet Alexander 
Pope wrote, ‘Hope springs 
eternal in the human breast...’ 
On hearing the grim report 
hope, sprang for me from, of 
all things, some statistics I had 
heard at our last ENERGISE 
Mission Conference, when 
Melinda Dwight of Alpha 
Australia reported that recent 
research showed over 40% of 
Australians would welcome a 
‘spiritual’ conversation, but didn’t 
know of anyone to ask. Seems 
so many believers are hiding 
their lights under bushels that 
even their friends are unaware 
of the faith journey that shapes 
their lives.

Since I arrived on these 
shores four years ago, I have 
heard countless Anglicans tell 
me they want to help those in 
need, to find ways to share how 
their faith has sustained them 
through tough times so others 
might know the same, and to 
be part of realigning the moral 
compass of our nation. My 
response, in the light of what 
has been made known to us, is 
that making space in your week 
for conversations with those for 
whom a ‘spiritual conversation’ 
could be the way to vision and 
hope, would be a very valuable 
contribution to enabling the 
change we all long to see. 

Watch for locally-based free 
sessions running soon on this 
topic. 

y Grandma, when fed up with someone, would often say ‘Perishing people!’ M

PERISHING PEOPLE!

The Reverend Alison Gilchrist | Diocesan Evangelism Enabler

http://www.depression.org
http://www.depression.org
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The Reverend Dr Elizabeth J Smith | Mission Priest | The Goldfields

The grains are carefully chosen 
to form stable slopes that any 
mining engineer would envy. 
The ant hill seems to be not only 
practical but also decorative.  
The larger grains are multi-
coloured, and sometimes there 
are gum-nuts, fragments of 
leaves, even the tiny, white, 
sugary lerps left by the scale 
insects that live on the nearby 
trees.  The hole at the top is 
boldly rectangular, a contrast 
to the conical mound. When it 
rains, the ants haul a big leaf 
across the entrance, closing the 
front door so that their homes 
are not flooded.

I try to imagine what those 
secret ant residences are 
like, under the sand, the 
gravel, the red dirt. Do they 
have tidy subdivisions, gated 
communities, grand galleries, 
segregated sections for the 
different ant collectives? How 
do they get air in and out of 
their living quarters?  Are there 
phosphorescent fungi that light 
their highways and byways, or 
do they navigate by taste, smell 
and the sound of countless tiny 
feet pattering through the dark?  

What happens when the ants’ 
tunnels cross the deep bore 
hole of a beetle, or strike the 
hideaway of a spider? Who has 
right of way?  

Because the ants in their 
billions are everywhere, I have 
taken to carrying a scrap of 
canvas with me when I walk 
in the Goldfields bush. When 
I need to rest and ponder the 
complex beauty of the land, 
I spread my tarp before I sit 
down.  It keeps the insect 
population at bay for a while.  
Beneath me, sheltered from 
baking summer sun and winter 
chill, the ants continue working, 
farming smaller insects, 
scavenging scraps and storing 
seeds for food, finding and 
sharing the moisture that even 
ants need to survive.

What is going on beneath the 
surface of my spiritual life?  I 
hope that there is more in the 
hidden depths than a casual 
observer can see; more, even, 
than I know or can imagine. My 
prayer times and bible reading, 
my participation in the eucharist, 
my meditative walking – these I 
carefully construct, forming the 

Christian persona I show to the 
world.   But they are only the 
doorway to the life of God that is 
hidden within me. 

God is always excavating 
more room in me for abundant 
life.  Slowly, patiently God digs 
away at my hard heart to make 
new pathways for freedom, 
more space for grace.  Steadily, 
secretly God softens my self-
sufficiency and invites me again 
and again into community, 
where I discover how to live with 
and love people who are so very 
different to myself.  

God keeps breathing Holy Spirit 
into the depths of my spirit.  
Whatever stored-up sorrow or 
bitterness is down there, God 
finds, forgives, changes it. 
Whatever scraps of goodness 
are hidden in me, God knows, 
treasures, blesses, magnifies 
them. 

t least three different kinds of ants, large, medium and small, are using this front door to their 
hidden homes.They have built a mound  of sand and gravel fifty times higher than their own 
small bodies.  

A

GOLDFIELDS GOD-TALK – ANTS

http://homes.They
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Jocelyn Ross OAM

A small group of 8 blokes and 
two young boys came along to 
hear Bishop Gary speak on the 
topic of perseverance, which 
was very helpful to all present 
in the current industry climate 
in the Pilbara. There was some 
rainfall one night with a few wet 
beds, which was all part of the 
experience. Derek McArtney 
of Newman planned the men’s 
camp perfectly and his wife 
Amanda provided enough food 
for a small army. 

Philip Knight of Port Hedland 
said there has been a variety 
of different things happening in 
the parish. They provided the 
church stall at the Welcome to 
Hedland Night in June. There 
was reward for the effort, with 
one lady attending church after 
receiving a flyer on the night. 
She was a recent arrival, and 
hadn’t attended church for 
4 years. Amanda McArtney 
from Newman conducted 
Protective Behaviours Training 
for 13 church members at Port 
Hedland in May. An ‘Introducing 
God’ course has commenced on 
Sunday evenings with 10 people 
attending.

There is good news from 
David Morgan of Paraburdoo-
Tom Price. ’Youthworks 
College in Sydney is sending 
a mission team to Wickham, 
Roebourne and Wakuthuni 
again this year. Wakuthuni is 
an Aboriginal community 30 
kms from Tom Price. The visit 
last year provided an amazing 
opportunity for serving the 
people there practically and 
with the gospel. Please pray for 
more opportunities, safety for 
the team, sanity for the logistics, 
health for everyone, especially 
Rich, Tim and Emma who are 
directing the team. Also pray 
that the gospel will be shared 
genuinely and frequently and 
will bear good fruit.

Over the course of six months, 
the Morgans have said goodbye 
to 25 adults and children from 
the three congregations. When 
there are only about 35 to start 
with, that’s a big hit! 

The Reverend Gordon Williams 
of Northampton just north of 
Geraldton, conducted his final 
service in little Nansen Church 
in the Chapman Valley at Easter 
time just past. Gordon and 
Jean have been in the diocese 
since moving from England 
Northampton in 1963. 1971 
they moved to Dampier, then 
Wickham until 1989, where 
Gordon served a 2nd term as 
Northampton Rector in the 
1990’s, then as locum tenens 
in Shark Bay, followed by 12 
years alternating fortnightly with 
The Reverend John Redway at 
Mullewa. Well done good and 
faithful servants! 

Keep fellowshipping with the 
Holy Spirit, every minute of 
every day! 

NOR’WEST 
POSTCARD

he Pilbara Men’s Camp was held this year at Welli Wolli, off the Great Northern Highway just 
over half way between Port Hedland and Newman. T

Welli Wolli in the Pilbara.
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ncountering God in a truthful and honest way is to allow the light to shine inwards.E

‘Give me a candle of the Spirit, 
O God’ that the inner workings 
of my soul may be illuminated, 
that the light will enable that 
seed of self to flourish and grow, 
that we may be a light to others. 
Christ is the light of the world 

and we are called as baptised 
children of God, to shine as a 
light in the world, to draw people 
through the flame of the love we 
have for our God. 
Paul writes about this two-way 

path of light – shining inwards 
so that it can shine outwards 
– in his second letter to the 
Church at Corinth.
For it is God who said, ‘Let light 

shine out of darkness’, who has 
shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. (2Cor 4:12)
The Celtic tradition understood 

light in a profound way and 
many of their prayers focus 
on the contrast between light 
and darkness. There is an 
ancient Scottish blessing that 
recognised this two-way path of 
light: 

May the blessing of light be  
on you - light without and  
light within. 
May the blessed sunlight 
shine on you like a great peat 
fire, 
so that stranger and friend 
may come and warm himself 
at it. 

And may light shine out of the 
two eyes of you, 
like a candle set in the 
window of a house, 
bidding the wanderer come in 
out of the storm.

Welcoming the light within 
illuminates the wounds of our 
humanity, some healed and 
some that are still open and 
raw and too sore to go near. It 
is through our wounds that the 
light of Christ shines through 
more brightly. 
Paul in his second letter to the 

church of Corinth, talks about 
us as clay jars and the treasure 
we hold within us which is the 
extraordinary power of God. 
But we have this treasure in 

clay jars, so that it may be made 
clear that this extraordinary 
power belongs to God and 
does not come from us. We 
are afflicted in every way, but 
not crushed; perplexed, but not 
driven to despair; persecuted, 
but not forsaken; struck down, 
but not destroyed; always 
carrying in the body the death of 
Jesus, so that the life of Jesus 
may also be made visible in our 
bodies. 
Clay is easily broken even when 

baked. It makes beautiful vessels 
but cracks happen very easily. 
Imagine a broken clay jar 

with cracks and breaks – they 
represent the wounds we carry, 
that which we, as failed humans 
bear as afflictions. 

When a light is placed within it, 
the light spills out through all the 
cracks and breaks, illuminating 
the darkness around it. This is a 
familiar image to many of us.
Another image is that of 

Kintsugi or Kinsukuroi which is 
the traditional Japanese art of 
repairing broken pottery with 
a strong adhesive and then 
sprinkling the adhesive with 
gold dust.  The result is that the 
broken pottery is now mended 
and in fact even stronger than 
the original.  Instead of trying to 
hide the flaws and cracks, they 
are accentuated and celebrated 
because they now have become 
the strongest part of the pottery.
This form of art is strongly 

linked to another Japanese word 
‘Mottainai’ which is a state of 
mind that regrets waste. Nothing 
should be wasted but rather be 
made useful again. Our wounds 
are the means by which we 
are made more beautiful and 
by which the light of Christ is 
manifest to others.
Nothing that we experience is 

wasted. Nothing is lost but rather 
transformed and redeemed 
through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
For it is God who said, ‘Let light 

shine out of darkness’, who has 
shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. (2Cor 4:12)  

The Reverend Mandy Herriman | Deacon | Kingsley – North Woodvale

ENCOUNTERING GOD
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Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks

The Lord said to Moses, “Tell 
Aaron and his sons, ‘Thus shall 
you bless the Israelites. Say to 
them:
May Lord bless you and protect 

you;
May the Lord make His face 

shine on you and be gracious to 
you;
May the Lord turn His face 

toward you and give you peace.’
Let them set My name on the 

Israelites, and I will bless them.” 
(Num. 6:23-27)
This is among the oldest of 

all prayer texts. It was used by 
the priests in the Temple. It is 
said today by the cohanim in 
the reader’s repetition of the 
Amidah, in Israel every day, in 
most of the Diaspora only on 
festivals. It is used by parents 
as they bless their children on 
Friday night. It is often said to 
the bride and groom under the 
chuppah. It is the simplest and 
most beautiful of all blessings.
It also appears in the oldest 

of all biblical texts that have 
physically survived to today. In 
1979 the archeologist Gabriel 
Barkay was examining ancient 
burial caves at Ketef Hinnom, 
outside the walls of Jerusalem 
in the area now occupied by 
the Menachem Begin Heritage 
Center. A thirteen-year-old 
boy who was assisting Barkay 
discovered that beneath the 
floor of one of the caves was 
a hidden chamber. There the 
group discovered almost one 
thousand ancient artefacts 
including two tiny silver scrolls 
no more than an inch long.

They were so fragile that it took 
three years to work out a way of 
unrolling them without causing 
them to disintegrate. Eventually 
the scrolls turned out to be 
kemayot, amulets, containing, 
among other texts, the priestly 
blessings. Scientifically dated to 
the sixth century BCE, the age 
of Jeremiah and the last days of 
the First Temple, they are four 
centuries older than the most 
ancient of biblical texts known 
hitherto, the Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Today the amulets can be seen 
in the Israel Museum, testimony 
to the ancient connection 
of Jews to the land and the 
continuity of Jewish faith itself.
What gives them their power 

is their simplicity and beauty. 
They have a strong rhythmic 
structure. The lines contain 
three, five, and seven words 
respectively. In each, the 
second word is “the Lord”. In all 
three verses the first part refers 
to an activity on the part of God 
– “bless”, “make His face shine”, 
and “turn His face toward”. The 
second part describes the effect 
of the blessing on us, giving us 
protection, grace and peace.
They also travel inward, as it 

were. The first verse “May Lord 
bless you and protect you,” 
refers, as the commentators 
note, to material blessings: 
sustenance, physical health and 
so on. The second, “May the 
Lord make His face shine on you 
and be gracious to you,” refers 
to moral blessing. Chen, grace, 
is what we show to other people 
and they to us. It is interpersonal. 
Here we are asking God to 

give some of His grace to us 
and others so that we can live 
together without the strife and 
envy that can so easily poison 
relationships.
The third is the most inward of 

all. There is a lovely story about 
a crowd of people who have 
gathered on a hill by the sea to 
watch a great ship pass by. A 
young child is waving vigorously. 
One of the men in the crowd 
asks him why. He says, “I am 
waving so the captain of the 
ship can see me and wave 
back.” “But,” said the man, “the 
ship is far away, and there is a 
crowd of us here. What makes 
you think that the captain can 
see you?” “Because,” said the 
boy, “the captain of the ship is 
my father. He will be looking for 
me among the crowd.”
That is roughly what we mean 

when we say, “May the Lord 
turn His face toward you.” There 
are seven billion people now 
living on this earth. What makes 
us any of us more than a face 
in the crowd, a wave in the 
ocean, a grain of sand on the 
sea shore? The fact that we are 
God’s children. He is our parent. 
He turns His face toward us. He 
cares.
The God of Abraham is not a 

mere force of nature or even all 
the forces of nature combined. A 
tsunami does not pause to ask 
who its victims will be. There 
is nothing personal about an 
earthquake or a tornado. The 
word Elokim means something 
like “the force of forces, cause 
of causes, the totality of all 

THE BLESSING OF LOVE

t 176 verses, Naso is the longest of the parshiyot. Yet one of its most moving passages, and 
the one that has had the greatest impact over the course of history, is very short indeed and is 
known by almost every Jew, namely the priestly blessings:

A
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scientifically discoverable laws.” 
It refers to those aspects of 
God that are impersonal. It also 
refers to God in His attribute 
of justice, since justice is 
essentially impersonal.
But the name we call Hashem 
– the name used in the priestly 
blessings, and in almost all 
the priestly texts – is God as 
He relates to us as persons, 
individuals, each with our unique 
configuration of hopes and fears, 
gifts and possibilities. Hashem 
is the aspect of God that allows 
us to use the word “You”. He is 
the God who speaks to us and 
who listens when we speak to 
Him. How this happens, we do 
not know, but that it happens is 
central to Jewish faith.
That we call God Hashem is 

the transcendental confirmation 
of our significance in the 
scheme of things. We matter as 
individuals because God cares 
for us as a parent for a child. 
That, incidentally, is one reason 
why the priestly blessings are 
all in the singular, to emphasise 
that God blesses us not only 
collectively but also individually. 
One life, said the sages, is like a 
universe.
Hence the meaning of the 

last of the priestly blessings. 
The knowledge that God turns 
His face toward us – that we 
are not just an indiscernible 
face in a crowd, but that God 
relates to us in our uniqueness 
and singularity – is the most 
profound and ultimate source 
of peace. Competition, strife, 
lawlessness and violence come 
from the psychological need to 
prove that we matter. We do 
things to prove that I am more 
powerful, or richer, or more 
successful than you. I can make 
you fear. I can bend you to 
my will. I can turn you into my 
victim, my subject, my slave. 

All of these things testify not to 
faith but to a profound failure of 
faith.
Faith means that I believe that 

God cares about me. I am here 
because He wanted me to be. The 
soul He gave me is pure. Even 
though I am like the child on the 
hill watching the ship pass by, I 
know that God is looking for me, 
waving to me as I wave to Him. 
That is the most profound inner 
source of peace. We do not need 
to prove ourselves in order to 
receive a blessing from God. All 
we need to know is that His face 
is turned toward us. When we 
are at peace with ourselves, we 
can begin to make peace with the 
world.
So the blessings become 

longer and deeper: from the 
external blessing of material 
goods to the interpersonal 
blessing of grace between 
ourselves and others, to the 
most inward of them all, the 
peace of mind that comes when 
we feel that God sees us, hears 
us, holds us in His everlasting 
arms.
One further detail of the 

priestly blessings is unique, 
namely the blessing that the 
sages instituted to be said by 
the cohanim over the mitzvah: 
“Blessed are you … who has 
made us holy with the holiness 
of Aaron and has commanded 
us to bless His people Israel 
with love.”
It is the last word, be-ahavah, 

that is unusual. It appears in 
no other blessing over the 
performance of a command. 
It seems to make no sense. 
Ideally we should fulfill all 
the commands with love. But 
an absence of love does not 
invalidate any other command. 
In any case, the blessing over 
the performance of as command 
is a way of showing that we 
are acting intentionally. There 
was an argument between the 
sages as to whether mitzvoth 
in general require intention 
(kavanah) or not. But whether 
they do or not, making a 
blessing beforehand shows that 
we do have the intention to fulfill 
the command. 

But intention is one thing, 
emotion is another. Surely what 
matters is that the cohanim 
recite the blessing and God will 
do the rest. What difference 
does it make whether they do so 
in love or not?
The commentators wrestle with 

this question. Some say that 
the fact that the cohanim are 
facing the people when they 
bless means that they are like 
the cherubim in the Tabernacle, 
whose faces “were turned to 
one another” as a sign of love. 
Others change the word order. 
They say that the blessing really 
means, “who has made us holy 
with the holiness of Aaron and 
with love has commanded us to 
bless His people Israel.” “Love” 
here refers to God’s love for 
Israel, not that of the cohanim.
However, it seems to me 

that the explanation is this: 
the Torah explicitly says that 
though the cohanim say the 
words, it is God who sends 
the blessing. “Let them put my 
name on the Israelites, and 
I will bless them.” Normally 
when we fulfill a mitzvah, we 
are doing something. But when 
the cohanim bless the people, 
they are not doing anything 
in and of themselves. Instead 
they are acting as channels 
through which God’s blessing 
flows into the world and into our 
lives. Only love does this. Love 
means that we are focused not 
on ourselves but on another. 
Love is selflessness. And only 
selflessness allows us to be a 
channel through which flows a 
force greater than ourselves, the 
love that as Dante said, “moves 
the sun and the other stars”, the 
love that brings new life into the 
world.
To bless, we must love, and 

to be blessed is to know that 
we are loved by the One 
vaster than the universe who 
nonetheless turns His face 
toward us as a parent to a 
beloved child. To know that is to 
find true spiritual peace.  
Retrieved from  

www.rabbisacks.org
9 June 2016

http://www.rabbisacks.org
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Sermon preached at the Funeral of The Revd Canon Dr Michael Evers

The Right Revd Kate Wilmot

MICHAEL EVERS

hat I hope you’ll never hear us say in the Christian church is that it’s wrong to grieve when 
someone dies.W

Jesus, by facing the 
pains and uncertainties 
of this world, by living a 
life without sin, by facing 
suffering and death, has 
managed to drag the rest of 
us along with him through 
the strongholds of death 
and sin to resurrection and 
forgiveness on the other 
side.

Romans 6 sums this up. 
We have been joined to 
Christ in baptism, therefore 
we are joined to Christ in 
resurrection.  If we have 
been united with him in 
a death like his, we will 
certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like 
his. And the Gospel of 
John tells of a Saviour who 
does not let go of those he 
loves when he promises 
‘where I am, there you 
may be also.’

For all the anguish that 
Michael’s illness brought, 
especially to those closest 
to him, Michael and Ann 
were always willing that 
people should pray for 
Michael and with him. And 
there were many, many 
people who were willing to 
spend prayer on Michael 
simply because there is so 
much to value and respect 
and treasure about his life.

Most of us know the 
outlines of that life.  
Michael held a PhD in his 

original discipline, which 
was archaeology.  As a 
newly ordained priest, a 
chance meeting with a 
representative of ABM and 
some encouragement from 
Ann, saw Michael and Ann, 
Andrew and Steve leave 
South Africa and emigrate 
to Perth in the eighties. 
Michael was to spend the 
next 28 years fully engaged 
with this diocese and its 
people.

Michael served the 
parishes Roleystone, 
Floreat and East Perth. He 
was alive to the giftedness 
of his church communities 
and spoke warmly of the 
abilities of the people 
of his former parishes. 
Education and teaching 
remained a significant 
part of Michael’s ministry.  
From his earliest days, 
he supervised students 
on parish placement and 
for a while chaired the 
Examining Chaplains.

Many of us in the Diocese 
undertook the team 
building programme, 
‘Working Together’, 
under Michael’s tutelage.  
Somehow it felt ok to 
be jumping out of tree 
attached to a harness if 
Michael was the person 
supervising the process 
because he was always 
steady, considered and 
focused.

VA
LE

Deep sadness at Michael’s death, 
anger, feelings of being cheated when 
he struggled so hard with his illness and 
worked so hard at rehabilitation – these 
things are completely acceptable.

And a God who loves us can cope with 
all the feelings that we want to hurl God’s 
way, because that’s exactly what Jesus, 
crucified, did when he cried out in anguish 
‘my God, my God why have you forsaken 
me?’

The divine son of God, by his life and 
death in this world, managed to change 
the world for us. God knows what human 
beings most fear: what we might do 
through sin and what the world might do to 
us.  
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As Director of Formation 
for Ministry, Michael taught 
a generation of theological 
students and lay pastoral 
ministers. But his generosity and 
spirit of collegiality mean that he 
assisted and mentored many 
more people than he taught 
officially.

Many attest to the value of his 
guidance as a Spiritual Director.   
The Cathedral Chapter valued 
Michael as a wise voice and 
a thoughtful and compelling 
preacher and he served as a 
Canon of the Cathedral for 12 
years. His gifts also fitted him 
to be a member of the Murdoch 
University Ethics Committee.

As a parish priest, Michael 
was absolutely committed to 
his community. In the last few 
years, even while receiving 
treatment, Michael could be 
found engaging in energetic 
indoor games with the members 
of the SHOUT Youth Group. 

He was insistent that his funeral 
was held here, at St Hilda’s 
where he knew and loved the 
people.  No arguments about 
parking or the number of people 
who might attend the service 
could sway him.  

Michael worked hard and with 
devotion but he found joy outside 
of work in the natural world 
and with his family.  One day, 
he turned up at Chapter with 
a weighty botanical guide;  we 
hadn’t realised until then that he 
had a fascination with wildflowers, 
particularly orchids.  He and Ann 
spent many happy hours walking 
in Kings Park where Michael was 
attentive to the sights and sounds 
of the bush and keen to see 
whatever was in flower.  

Even when walking became 
difficult this remained a joy to him. 
When travelling to a new city, a 
visit to the local botanical garden 
was key.

Michael read widely, and 
had a love of JRR Tolkien 
and other science fiction and 
fantasy writers, though Ann 
says he would have drawn the 
line at Game of Thrones.  It 
was satisfying to him that his 
grandchildren read well and 
enthusiastically.

Michael was a private person 
but his commitment to his family 
was clear.  Whenever he wasn’t 
receiving treatment, he’d be 
planning another visit to Andrew 
in the United States, to Steve 
and Megan, Lily and Flynn in 
Melbourne.  Someone would 
ask on his return, ‘did you have 
a good time?’ and Michael, 
who could sometimes seem 
professorial and cerebral, would 
light up and say ‘I had a great 
time.’

In his illness, Michael’s concern 
was always for his family and he 
underwent gruelling treatment 
regimes in the hope of having 
more time to spend with them. 
He was stoic and didn’t seek 
sympathy but was determined to 
spend as much time as possible 
inside this community. Michael 
shared a deep connection with 
the people of St Hilda’s.  He 
walked alongside them as a 
priest of vision and purpose.  
The community walked 
alongside him as his suffering 
deepened and between them 
they forged a bond that was 
profound and poignant.

Whether in hospital or at home, 
Michael was always willing 
to see visitors and described 
himself as uplifted by the visits 
of parish friends or clergy. 
There was a deep hospitality 
that motivated him to make 
sure people were offered tea 
even when he was feeling at 
his worst.

Michael died on the morning 
of the day of Pentecost, when 
the communities he had led, the 
clergy and people he had taught 
and mentored, the spiritual 
directees he had encouraged 
were at worship, exercising the 
gifts he had enabled in them. 
The born teacher, through his 
own gifts, has given so much to 
others that will not pass away.

So today we pledge our love 
and support to Ann and Andrew, 
to Steve and Megan, Lily and 
Flynn and we pray also for his 
sisters Gina and Judy in South 
Africa. We recognise a beloved 
husband and father, father in 
law, grandfather and brother. 
Spiritual guide to many, true 
friend and dear brother in Christ 
to all.

May he rest in peace and rise in 
glory. 

As a parish priest, Michael was absolutely committed to his community. In the last few 

years, even while receiving treatment, Michael could be found engaging in energetic 

indoor games with the members of the SHOUT Youth Group. 
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he Anglican Church of Dianella is known by the 3.5 metre high cross, made of girders painted 
white, which is positioned close to the road. Through it, the presence of God being boldly 
proclaimed as our neighbours pass by, on their way to work, to school, to play, and as they 
head home.  

T

PENTECOST AT ALL SAINTS DIANELLA

SYNOD 2016 
IMPORTANT DATES 

28 - 30 OCTOBER 2016 

Synod Eucharist at St George’s Cathedral 

Friday 28 October 2016 – 7.00pm 

Second Session of the Forty-Ninth Synod 
Peter Moyes Anglican Community School (Elliston Parade, Mindarie) 

Saturday 29 October 2016 – 8.30am 
Sunday 30 October 2016 – 1.00pm 

DEADLINES for SYNOD BUSINESS 

LEGISLATIVE MOTIONS to be received by the Legislation Committee 
at Diocesan Office by 5.00pm on Wednesday, 24 August 2016. 

GENERAL MOTIONS to be received by the Registrar at Diocesan 
Office by 5.00pm on Friday, 16 September 2016. 

NOMINATIONS FOR ELECTION to be received by the Registrar at 
Diocesan Office by 5.00pm on Thursday, 20 October 2016. 

SYNOD PACKS will be available for collection from 1pm on 
Tuesday 27 September to 1pm on Wednesday 28 September 2016. 

For further information please contact 
The Venerable Braden Short or Ms Karen Cliffe on 9425 7217 

Recently, the cross was dressed in red 
with the Holy Spirit hovering.  This was the 
first year the cross had been dressed for 
Pentecost and we thank Sarah Brown for her 
creativity. 

We believe that any moment we live, or 
give, which brings change in us or others is 
a moment of Pentecost.  There may be no 
drama of a rushing wind, tongues of fire, or 
foreign languages, yet a Pentecost moment 
is a moment filled with the power of God to 
change lives. 

As Archbishop Roger concluded his latest 
Ad Clerum, quoting from Jean Pierre de 
Caussade:  

Come then Beloved ones let us run, let us fly 
to this ocean of love that calls us. What are 
we waiting for? Let us start at once! Let us go 
and lose ourselves in God, his very heart – so 
as to be intoxicated with his love. Let us then 
take the road to heaven. 

And the road past All Saints Dianella is 
signpost on the way, a signpost of the Way. 

To ensure this symbol is not lost in the inertia of the familiar, we dress the cross in colours and symbols 
to announce the liturgical celebration of the different times of the year. On Good Friday the cross was 
covered with black and a large crown of thorns upon it. Leaving solemnity behind for the Easter, the cross 
shimmered in gold with a garden of new life created as people entered the church.
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In the early days of the Swan 
River Colony transport from 
Fremantle to Perth and Guildford 
was mostly on the river, but John 
also travelled by foot and horse 
along existing indigenous tracks 
and new paths made by the 
colonists.  By the mid 1830’s a 
rudimentary road had been made 
that connected these towns which 
later became known as Stirling 
Highway and Guildford Road.    
After John had conducted his 
service in Perth, he would ‘set off 
on horseback alternately to the 
port at Fremantle or to Guildford 
the agricultural township on the 
Upper Swan, to hold a second 
service – under a tree in the early 
days.’  

Our pilgrimage walks mostly 
along the northern edge of the 
Swan River on heritage marked 
trails, occasionally through 
suburban streets, and on a very 
small section of Stirling Highway 
and Guildford Road.  Pilgrims will 
experience the tranquil beauty of 
the river, as well as the hustle of 
suburban life. 

On Sunday 16 October pilgrims 
leave the city landscape at 
Claisebrook Cove East Perth and 
reconnect with the river’s edge at 
Mardalup Park on their journey to 
Bayswater, where they come off 
the river to walk a small section of 
Guildford Road to lunch at  
St Augustine’s Bayswater.   
Pilgrims walk through the Town 
of Vincent Wetlands Heritage 
Trail, Berringa Park Wetlands 
Conservation area and Baigup 
Wetlands and will experience 
a great variety of birdlife on the 
Swan River.   As pilgrims pass 
through Peninsula Farm and 
Tranby House in Maylands, they 
will be reminded of the early 
settlers farming endeavours in the 
Swan River Colony.   

John brought with him on the 
Wanstead in 1829 ‘culinary 
vegetable seeds and fruit trees’ 
and his home in Perth was 
known for its orchard, including 
his 13 peach trees!    In 1831 
he was allotted a land grant 
near York that was fronted 
with a deep pool known by the 
Aboriginal name ‘Gwambygine’.   
John kept Gwambygine as the 
name for his entire property 
which became a sheep farm 
managed by others.   However, 
John’s primary focus was his 
ministry as Colonial Chaplain 
conducting over 700 baptisms in 
the Swan River Colony.

Come join us this year as we step 
back in time to remember those 
whose steps have gone before 
us.   

Information:  
E: jbaynes@kensington.perth.
anglican.org

he Wittenoom Way – a Pilgrimage will be launched during Heritage Days Perth on 15-16 October 
as a 2 day walk from St John’s Fremantle to the Chapel of St Mary and St George Guildford 
Grammar School (GGS), with a sleepover at St George’s Cathedral.   Based upon the life and 
ministry of John B Wittenoom, first Colonial Chaplain, Swan River Colony (1830-1855); the 
pilgrimage is 52 kms and is divided into eight sections of various lengths with each section taking 
1.5 – 2 hours to complete.

T

THE WITTENOOM WAY – A PILGRIMAGE

The Reverend Canon Joanne Baynes | Priest-in-Charge | Kensington

Come join us this year as 

we step back in time to 

remember those whose 

steps have gone before us.  

mailto:jbaynes@kensington.perth.anglican.org
mailto:jbaynes@kensington.perth.anglican.org
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Upon seeing men in their 
70’s up ladders changing the 
3.5metre drop liturgical curtains, 
The Reverend Helen Jane Corr 
at St Nicolas Carine-Duncraig 
thought that there must be a 
better way of doing this! So 
by designing a banner that 
incorporated the colours of the 
existing stained glass windows 
with the traditional symbols for 
the gospels; decorating it and 
having the banner sit 30cm off 
the wall,  the other liturgical 

colour curtains are permanently 
stored behind it.  Each colour on 
its own track, thus removing the 
need for ladders!

The parish can now easily 
change seasons without risk 
to life or limb. The beauty of 
the banners, vestments and 
silk curtains enhances our 
worship and lifts our spirits. 
The journey of its creation 
from Helen Jane’s original 
idea to its completion took 

less than a year due to some 
amazing talent in the parish. 
The artwork for the banner was 
done by Bee Maguire. The six 
squares were appliqued and 
then machine satin stitched in 
place by Jenny Barkhouse and 
Marion James, and then beaded 
by a group of women from the 
parish. This collective effort has 
built community and a healthy 
collective pride. 

RINGING THE CHANGES

here are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds 
of service, but the same Lord.  ‘T

TRANSCENDENTAL VOICES
ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL
17 VICTORIA SQUARE, PERTH
THURSDAY 4TH AUGUST, 7.30PM
Music Director: Richard Gill OAM
Performed by: WAAPA Classical Vocal students with 
Stewart Smith (organ) and the choirs of All Saints’ 
Anglican College and John Septimus Roe Anglican 
Community School
Choral music to thrill and inspire, conducted by one of 
Australia’s greatest music educators. Richard Gill leads 
these talented students in a performance of Mozart’s 
Coronation Mass and Vaughan Williams’ Five Mystical 
Songs in an evening of uplifting music.
BOOK NOW
Tel: (08) 9370 6895 or waapa.ecu.edu.au

Western Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts 

CELEBRATE!
ECU 25TH ANNIVERSARY GALA CONCERT
PERTH CONCERT HALL
5 St Georges Terrace, Perth
FRIDAY 12TH AUGUST, 7.30PM

This one-off concert features students and staff 
from across all music disciplines including the 
WAAPA Gospel Choir, Faith Court Orchestra, 
WAAPA Opera Chorus, Defying Gravity Percussion 
Ensemble, Jazz and Contemporary Music 
ensembles, the choirs of All Saints’ Anglican 
College and John Septimus Roe Anglican 
Community School and special guests.

BOOK NOW
Tel: (08) 9231 9999 or perthconcerthall.com.au

Western Australian 
Academy of Performing Arts 
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PETER MOYES ANGLICAN SCHOOL 
GYMNASIUM OPENED 

The Very Reverend Richard Pengelley | Dean | St George’s Cathedral

The ancient Greeks believed in a strong 
link between athletics, education and health. 
Physical training and the maintenance of 
health were the main parts of a child’s early 
education. The Gymnasium became one of 
the centrepieces of the Greek culture that 
dominated the era. They also created the 
Olympic Games but for the first 400 years 
there was only one race: the 120 yard stade 
or sprint. The rest of the time - a whole 
month - was devoted to religion, philosophy 
and ethics.  

St Paul was a fan of Greek culture and 
once he became a follower of Jesus he saw 
connections between the Christian journey 
and the commitment needed to be either 
a disciple or an athlete. And so he wrote 1 
Corinthians 9:24-27.

One of the highlights of my life was hearing 
Carl Lewis, the American sprinter, hold up 
one of his 9 Olympic gold medals in the 
Olympic village chapel and say: ‘one day this 
medal will be a pile of rust, but Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, today and forever.’ He 
ran to win, but also believed in the prize that 
would last.

Muscular Christianity arose about 200 
years ago as young men flocked to the cities 
of Europe. Wisely the Christian churches 
changed their attitude towards sport. Many 
EPL soccer teams like Aston Villa and 
Tottenham Hotspurs grew out of local church 
bible classes. Faith based schools like Rugby 
jumped on the bandwagon. Cricket was 
invented as a game for Christian gentlemen 
with no need for an umpire. 

Then along came the modern Olympics. 
They were designed by Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin to be a Christian celebration 
incorporating the ethics of ancient Greece. 
They opened on Easter Day 1896 in the 

any people will be thanked for the opening of this excellent gymnasium, but let me add three 
who may not:  the ancient Greeks, St Paul, and the Muscular Christians of the 19th century. M

cathedral of Athens to 
hymns and blessings 
as a ‘resurrection’ of the 
Greek ideals. The Scouting 
movement, YMCA gyms 
in all the major cities of 
the world, and sports 
chaplains followed. At this 
moment every Australian 
professional sports team 
has at least one chaplain. 
The chants, processions, 
banners and hero worship 
that you see at major 
sporting events today are 
borrowed from religion. 
They make what is about 
to happen seem important, 
they bond us to the tribe 
and they transport us 

beyond our daily reality.

And so the role that this 
gym will play in keeping 
young people active is 
essential. James Gagne, 
an American doctor writes:  
‘If exercise were a drug, it 
would be a miracle pill. Its 
benefits are immeasurable. 
In fact it’s so good they’d 
probably ban it.’  Let’s keep 
our young people moving 
as we keep the spirit of the 
Ancient Greeks, St Paul 
and Muscular Christianity 
alive.  

Prices start from a low $15,950
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This was a new position when she arrived 
nearly three years ago, and she’s moving 
on to an executive position elsewhere. 
Some of the more notable events and 
activities she has instituted during that 
time are as follows:

• ‘Homeless for a Day’, in 2014. A 
number of Board members lived on the 
street for several hours, reproducing 
as closely as possible the conditions 
of food, clothing, money and sanitation 
that would be experienced by many 
people who live on Perth streets over a 
longer term. This gave Board members 
a brief but startling insight into what it 
might be like to live permanently in that 
way. In addition, the project caught the 
imagination of the press, and it won a 
prestigious award.

• ‘St Bart’s Fair’. After the St 
Bartholomew’s Day service in both 
2014 and 2015 there’s been a ‘St 
Bart’s Fair’ in the parvis (or outside 
area) of St George’s Cathedral. This 
has involved special foods, circus acts, 
merry-go-rounds and brass bands, and 
has been largely at Laura’s instigation.

• The Vermilion Day of Caring. All sorts 
of staff persons and volunteer people 
have gathered to assist at a special 
annual outing for clients in the Mental 
Health Support Services (MHSS) 
section of St Bartholomew’s House. 
This is the ‘Vermilion Day of Caring’ 
– another event and partnership 
Laura has contributed to developing. I 
understand that, in October/ November 
2016, this will be a day of camping.

few days ago I attended a farewell to Laura Yau, who was community relations manager to  
‘St Bart’s’.A 

FAREWELL TO LAURA YAU

The Reverend Alan Forsyth | Chaplain | St Bartholomew’s House
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St Bartholomew’s

On any given night, 1 in every 200 people 
in Australia is experiencing homelessness 

To find out how you can make a 
difference visit our website 

www.stbarts.org.au/how-you-can-help/ 

St Bartholomew's House Inc
7 Lime Street, East Perth, WA 6004

T 9323 5100 E reception@stbarts.org.au

www.stbarts.org.au

• The Kensington Street 
project and the Brown 
Street Project. Laura 
has supported the 
Foundation Committee 
in the planning for, 
and funding of, the 
Kensington Street and 
Brown Street projects. 
Kensington Street 
is a 36-bed complex 
designed to cater for 
women over 55 years 
who are experiencing 
homelessness. This 
is the fastest-growing 
demographic in the 
homeless sector. 
This project is now 
well under way and is 
breaking new ground 
in care for these 
persons. The Brown 
Street project is still 

on the drawing board 
– a building which 
will have affordable 
transitional apartments 
for singles and couples 
for those coming out of 
homelessness.

• ‘Journey to Home’. 
Early in her time here, 
Laura was instrumental 
in the production of 
an animation which 
outlines the mission 
of St Bartholomew’s 
House, called ‘The 
Journey to Home’,  
which has been highly 
acclaimed. 

All this brings to mind 
the need to ‘get the story 
out’ about what St Bart’s 
does, and about the very 
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Future Chaplain, Amazing Ministry

web: www.airforce.gov.au/chaplains    email: raaf.chaplains@defence.gov.au

DPSJAN006-16

real needs that St Bart’s is 
addressing. It seems to me that 
this inevitably comes down to the 
story of individual persons with 
hopes, dreams, disappointments 
and triumphs, just like the rest 
of us.

Not long ago, I was visiting 
some of the residents in the St 
Bart’s Kensington Street project. 
It was raining, and one of the 
women offered me a lift back 
to my office in Lime Street East 
Perth. As I opened the car door 
she said to me, ‘Sorry for the 
mess – I was living in this car 
until last week!’ In so many ways, 
she was typical of many clients 
at St Bart’s… She had a part-
time job but could not afford to 
pay the rent. She had lost her 

sense of belonging, and was in 
danger of losing any sense of 
self-worth. St Bart’s was able to 
provide her with shelter, support 
and time.

What an important work this 
is! It is truly the love of Christ in 
action. And what an important 
contribution Laura has made in 
helping to advance that work, and 
in helping to make it known.  
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Music education begins early 
at JSRACS.  All students from 
Pre-Kindergarten to Year 9 
participate in music classes, 
which lead to a very large 
number of students performing 
in one of the School’s many 
ensembles.

The School made a firm 
commitment to further the 
teaching and performance 
of liturgical music with the 
inauguration of the St Paul’s 
Chapel Choir in 2009, initially 
under the direction of Simon 
Lawford, Master of Music at 
St George’s Cathedral.  Jamil 
Osman became Choir Director 
in 2010.

In 2012, the School took 
possession of its ‘Von 
Beckerath’ three manual organ. 
The organ has underpinned the 
School’s strong commitment 
to liturgical music.  The St 
Paul’s Chapel Choir, along 
with the School’s associated 
Organ Scholarship Programme, 
continue to provide the school 
and the wider community with 
a distinguished church choir 
aimed at enhancing Anglican 
worship in Western Australia.

The young choristers of the 
Chapel Choir are selected 
by audition into a dedicated 
class towards the end of Year 
3 for entry at Year 4.  They 
then follow a three-year 
specialist course of choral and 
instrumental studies for a total 
of seven hours per week.  In 
addition, they follow their core 
primary school curriculum taught 
by their primary class teacher, 
David Penco and specialist 
teachers.  The multi-aged 
group class of Years 4, 5 and 6 
comprising eighteen students, 
has become known as the 
MAGs.

The Chapel Choir of 36 
members is made up of the 
MAG choristers, current and 
former students and a number 
of staff.  The Chapel Choir and 
the School’s organ scholars 
ensure the continuation of the 
musical tradition of the Anglican 
Church at a school level.

In addition to contributing to 
Sunday worship and Evensong 
each Tuesday of term-time at 
St Paul’s; once a month with 
Jonathan Bradley (School 
Organist) and Jamil Osman 
(Choir Director), the choir visits 
Anglican and Roman Catholic 
Parishes throughout Perth and 
as far afield as New Norcia, 
Northam and Bunbury, Sydney, 
Canberra, Melbourne and 
Wangaratta.  JSRACS is the 
only school in Perth to offer this 

programme, and arguably one 
of only a handful of schools 
in Australia to have a similar 
programme.

For each of the last six years, 
the School has selected a 
number of its most promising 
senior secondary choral 
students to participate in the 
renowned Eton Choral Course 
established by Ralph Allwood 
and now directed by Ben Parry.  
This year, six students from 
JSRACS will join with other 
promising young singers from 
the United Kingdom, Europe 
and North America for a week of 
intense study that will culminate 
in Evensong at Magdalen 
College Oxford on 11 July 2016, 
and a live broadcast on BBC 
Radio 3 from Eton College 
Chapel on 13 July 2016.

Parishes and schools interested 
in a visit by the Choir are 
invited to make contact with 
Mr Jamil Osman.  Parents 
of primary-aged children 
interested in learning more 
about the selection process 
for membership of the MAG 
Chorister Programme are also 
invited to make contact with Mr 
Osman.  Auditions for 2017 will 
take place in Term 3 this year. 

CHORAL MUSIC AT JSRACS
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ver the last eight years, John Septimus Roe Anglican Community School (JSRACS), a school 
of the Anglican Schools Commission, has developed a solid reputation for its comprehensive 
classical and contemporary instrumental and choral music programmes.O

New Norcia Music Camp (2015)
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There are many reasons why 
a parent or guardian will select 
one of our schools as the 
‘school of choice’ for their child. 
The academic reputation based 
on the results of graduates or 
NAPLAN scores displayed on 
the MySchool website. The level 
of personalised care offered 
by staff on a safe campus 
environment. The attention paid 
to a student’s standards of work, 
dress, behaviour and speech. 
The alignment of the school’s 
values with those at home. The 
inclusive nature of Anglican 
schools, where all are welcome 
without discrimination by race, 
skin colour, belief or sexuality. 
The deliberate teachings on 
matters of faith, with Christian 
ethics underpinning the way 
people are treated. Or simply 
that mum or dad went to the 
school, enjoyed it, benefited 
from it, and want that education 
for their daughter or son! All 
valid reasons for selecting a 
school in one sense, with some 
people holding one or more as 
primary to their decision-making.

We cannot determine why we 
are chosen. As Christians we 
know that we have been chosen 
by God to do God’s work. For 
schools, such a theology carries 
with it the responsibility that, 
no matter why a family has 

entrusted to us the care of their 
most treasured possession, our 
purpose does not change. Our 
schools have been established 
to be distinctly Christian 
communities. That means, whilst 
we welcome people of all faiths 
and none, our communities 
should be recognisably Anglican 
well beyond the ceremonies we 
conduct and religious studies 
classes we teach.

We cannot determine 

why we are chosen. As 

Christians we know that 

we have been chosen by 

God to do God’s work. 

A number of our schools are 
part of a pilot project in the 
Diocese of Perth, arising from 
the 2015 Synod, exploring the 
matter of undertaking ‘mission 
audits’. In its new Strategic Plan 
2020, the Anglican Schools 
Commission has also committed 
to this endeavour. By mission 
audit we mean conducting an 
assessment or audit of how 
we are ‘doing’ in fulfilling the 
school’s Christian purposes… 

things that cannot be tested in 
the classroom through NAPLAN 
and reported on MySchool, 
nor for which ribbons and 
trophies are awarded on the 
sports field. I suspect that the 
reason mission audits have not 
been part of our life until now 
is that they are the hard to do. 
How do you assess whether a 
community is living up to what it 
says it stands for in aspects of 
beliefs and values? Not easy, 
but of vital importance if we are 
to take our ministry as Anglican 
schools seriously. Watch this 
space for more on mission 
audits.

I often refer to the enormous 
privilege it is to be educators 
of the young. The Anglican 
Church has been ‘front and 
centre’ in this venture since 
white settlement in Australia, 
and for hundreds of years 
before that in the UK. We 
cannot determine why a family 
chooses one of our schools 
for their child’s education. But 
we can ensure that, once they 
do, the experience is of the 
highest possible standard in 
every aspect. Central to such 
excellence is being a Christian 
community of integrity, where 
the hope-giving message of the 
Gospel is preached and lived 
through word and action.  

t may surprise some readers to find that the majority of families who choose an Anglican school 
for their child’s education do not list the school’s faith component as the number one reason for 
selection. Whilst for some people, it is the primary reason why they select one of our schools, 
for most it is not. Is that cause for concern? I believe not!

I

The Reverend Peter Laurence OAM 
CEO | Anglican Schools Commission WA

WHY CHOOSE ANGLICAN SCHOOLS?
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Professor Triggs argued that 
Australia has retreated from its 
human rights obligations over the 
last 15 years and is ‘drifting in an 
isolated way’. This slow but sure 
erosion of rights and freedom 
can be seen with the assertion of 
counter-terrorism laws, lengthy 
administrative detention of 
asylum seekers indefinitely and 
for prolonged periods of time, an 
explicit rejection of international 
law from statutes, the high 
and growing rate of Aboriginal 
deaths in custody and even the 
emergence of WA’s anti-protest 
laws. 

Despite human rights being 
closely related to Australian 
values of justice, equality and 
a fair go, there is a growing 
dissonance between these values 
and their link to the human rights 
principles we foster within our 
society. 

So how do we re-imagine 
the language of Human 
Rights within our political, 
cultural and spiritual 
environments?

Politically, there is a compelling 
case to re-open discussion about 
a legislated charter of rights 
which sets out the rights and 
freedoms of all individuals in a 
country. The most common forms 
of a Charter of Rights are either 
a Statutory charter of rights (an 
ordinary Act of Parliament) such 
as in New Zealand or the UK or 
a Constitutional charter of rights 
such as in the United States. 
This may be surprising to some, 
but Australia is now the only 
democratic country in the world 
that does not have some form of 
a national charter. 

RE-IMAGINING HUMAN RIGHTS IN AUSTRALIA 

recently attended a fascinating talk presented by Professor Gillian Triggs, President of the 
Australian Human Rights Commission at the Inaugural Curtin University Human Rights Lecture. I

Radhika Roy  |  Social Responsibilities Commission
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A statutory charter of rights 
would be more suitable to 
Australia's context as it would 
operate effectively within our 
existing system of law and 
government. Having a charter 
of rights does not automatically 
guarantee a government will 
respect human rights however 
it does ensure the language of 
human rights is at the forefront of 
the decision making process. At 
state level, the ACT was the first 
Australian jurisdiction to pass 
a ‘Human Rights Act’ in 2004 
which was soon followed by 
Victoria passing the Charter of 
Human Rights & Responsibilities 
Act in 2006. In WA, we have 
not yet moved to pass a Human 
Rights Act despite a Committee 
for a Proposed WA Human 

Rights Act being appointed in 
2007. 

It is also important to re-think 
ways of strengthening human 
rights language and education 
within our cultural and spiritual 
settings. The SRC considers 
Anglican schools, parishes and 
agencies as having a unique 
opportunity to ensure the 
Anglican community develops 
a positive understanding and 
appreciation of human rights. It 
is often understandably tricky 
for teachers or parish clergy 
to integrate human rights 
education in already crowded 
curriculums and shorter service 
times. There are however 
simpler ways to reinforce 
human rights education which 
include distributing informative 

resources, running campaigns in 
collaboration with groups such 
as Amnesty International or 
CARAD, organizing themed bible 
study groups and fostering open 
and honest discussions about 
important issues. These simple 
steps can nourish a culture 
of acceptance and empathy 
that aligns well with Anglican 
principles and the Fourth 
Mark of Mission ‘transforming 
unjust structures of society, 
challenging violence of every 
kind and pursuing peace and 
reconciliation’. .  

Please contact the SRC on  
(08) 9286 0276 for a range of 
resources on this matter. 
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Servants and Leaders: Eminent 
Christians in their Own Words 
Graham Downie 
Halstead Press, 2015, halstead@
halsteadpress.com.au 
ISBN: 9781925053174 
$28.95

Review by Bishop Jeremy 
James

Despite being blind since 
birth, Graham Downie worked 
for The Canberra Times from 
1973-2012.  His one-time editor, 
John Waterford, described 
him as ‘above all reporters 
here, I repose most confidence 
for accuracy, fairness and 
faithfulness (107)’.  Published 
last year, 27 interviews cover 
the Anglican community 
(Penman, Dowling, Browning, 
D Robinson, Goodhew, Jensen, 
Macneil, Hollingworth, Rayner, 
Morrow and Carnley); other 
churches (Haire, Bartholomew, 
Pell, Coleridge, Hoare, Carroll, 
Clancy, Murphy, Power); and 
visitors and travellers (Lapsley, 
Tutu, Chaney, Vanier, Glass). 

Because of his nearly 40 years 
at the Times, the chapters often 
combine two or three interviews 

over a number of years, which 
give a long perspective that 
is valuable. They also cover a 
huge spectrum of theology and 
for this reviewer, the fascination 
was reading about Uniting, 
Presbyterian and Roman 
Catholic communities, as they 
struggled with the formation 
of the UCA in 1977 and the 
responses to Vatican II.

David Penman’s desire that 
we should be seen ‘to be Jesus 
people. If that can be done in 
whatever manner, then I think 
our attendances will look after 
themselves (40)’.

Joy Bartholomew, who remains 
the sole ordained minister of the 
Presbyterian Church, testifies to 
‘the biblical principle that women 
and men should work together 
to honour God and to bring His 
Will into the world (96)’.

Peter Jensen, as Archbishop 
of Sydney, made it clear where 
he stood with asylum seekers: 
‘we need to be more generous 
and open in our attitudes to 
legitimate asylum seekers (81)’.

Graham’s last major interview 
was with Eileen Glass, the Vice-
leader of L’Arche International. 
Some consider it his best, as 
he chronicles her journey from 
teaching in Footscray, studying 
SE Asian history, journeying 
through Thailand, India and 
Afghanistan to L’Arche in 
Winnipeg where, ‘one of the first 
things they taught me was that it 
was okay to be weak. It is OK to 
be vulnerable. I still struggle with 
that (161)’.

The book is accessible, 
perceptive and humorous. 

A New HEAVEN, A New EARTH,  
the Bible and Catholicity  
by Dianne Bergant $34.95 

This new publication is an 
innovative Bible Study, a 
new thesis, an intriguing 
conversation and a ‘Norman 
Habel-esq’ look at the 
Scriptures, with reference also 
to Richard Bauckham, Mary 
Coloe and Dennis Edwards 
amongst other ecologically-
aware authors.

Dianne  Bergant is very 
well known for her insightful 
reflections and commentaries 
on the Lectionary – much of 
her work is accessible on-line 
and shows her enthusiasm for 
making the Scriptures relevant 
for students and preachers. 

Catholicity, she says, with the 
meaning of ‘encompassing 
all’ is really the opposite of 
that separateness that the 
word has come to signify and 
she challenges the reader to 
set aside what is sectarian, 
factional, tribal or exclusive and 
embrace a dynamic movement 
toward universality and 
wholeness’

BOOKSR
E

V
IE

W
S

mailto:halstead@halsteadpress.com.au
mailto:halstead@halsteadpress.com.au
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This new book she herself calls ‘an 
experiment in hermeneutics’, offering an 
alternative lens through which to read and 
interpret biblical passages and traditions 
which might at first appear to support the 
exploitation of Earth. Bergant examines 
biblical texts in order to see whether they 
are ‘ecofriendly or anti-Earth’.  She points 
out that the Bible is concerned with human 
striving for righteous living and human 
faithfulness in relationship with God – God 
being at the centre of the biblical tradition, 
not humans.

Beginning at the beginning, the creation 
narrative in Genesis are examined, and 
the question raised as to whether the 
anthropocentric point of view (first man and 
first woman being given dominion over the 
rest of creation) might have been imposed by 
the biblical reader rather than by the biblical 
author.

The book chooses passages in which 
creation plays significant role and 
examines those passages ‘using the lens 
of community of earth’. Divided into seven 
chapters, the first examine the Pentateuch, 
followed by the Historical books, the 
Prophets and a most informative study on 
the Wisdom tradition, as the order within 
the natural world is the subject of much of 
the Wisdom literature. The final chapters 
uncover the cosmological underpinnings 
of some of the nature imagery found in the 
Gospels, leading into a focus on Paul’s 
passion about the new creation, and finally 
the theme of a new heaven and new earth 
as found in Revelation.

Bergant humbly calls this book a ‘Bible 
Study’. It is more a thesis but any group 
who can manage to work through the book, 
or even sections of it, will be rewarded 
by deep insights on so many levels. 
Those who read the book individually will 
indeed want an opportunity to talk it over 
with others – it is that type of book! It is 
recommended as ‘a thorough and insightful 
scriptural study’ leaving no stone unturned 
in her examination of the biblical notion of 

the relationship between 
humans and the created 
world, making ‘perceptive 
use of social, historical, 
anthropological and 
scientific data to broaden 
our understanding of the 
sacred texts.’

The price as listed is 
heavily discounted, and 
orders can be sent post-
free during July, in order 
to encourage readers to 
purchase this insightful 
new book which is certain 
to set ‘up an important and 
much needed dialogue 
between Scripture and 
science.’  

All books reviewed 
available from St Johns 
Books Fremantle  
9335 1982  
www.stjohnsbooks.com.au 
including newly arrived  
2017 Lectionaries.

http://www.stjohnsbooks.com.au
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GIVING 
BACK 

TO THE ANGLICAN COMMUNITY

This striking, beautifully 
illustrated coffee-table gift book 
will have many uses in the 
Christian community.  
Firstly it would make a 

wonderful presentation gift 
for teenager or young adult. It 
is large (A4 size) well bound 
(stitched hard cover) and 
copiously illustrated with vivid,  
mostly stylised, full page art.
Secondly the text is set is a 

clear type and is taken from the 
TEV: Today’s English Version, 
which makes easy reading for 
younger people or even for 
those for whom English is not 
their first language, and also 
easy reading for new Christians.
The text is divided into clear 

subheadings thematically, 
making it easier to read, 
magazine style, yet including the 
actual chapters and verses as 
headers.

Each of the four gospels 
is treated separately, and 
interpreted by different 
illustrators. As the illustrations 
are central to the book, the 
profile of each is included, 
together with the inspiration 
behind the illustrator’s 
approach. The back cover of 
the book depicts a scene from 
each Gospel and has been 
chosen here to show the four 
different styles. The book is 351 
pages and there are over 100 
illustrations, many being full 
page and all in vibrant colour. As 
the end of the year approaches 
with prizes and gift giving in 
mind, this very special book 
might find a place.  

THE GOSPELS  
$49.95

mailto:info@anglicancf.com.au
http://www.anglicancf.com.au
http://www.anglicancf.com.au
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Anthony Howes

inter theatre visits always provide something different; here are some of them.

Black Swan State Theatre 
opened its world premiere 
season of A Perfect Specimen in 
the Studio Underground, State 
Theatre Centre of WA on 30 
June, and it plays to Sunday 17 
July. This is certainly a different 
experience. Set in the dying 
days of the travelling freak 
show, it is the story of its star 
attraction, Julia Pastrana, the 
ape-woman. This tragic, true 
tale of Julia Pastrana is written 
by WA playwright, Nathaniel 
Moncrieff and directed by 
BSST associate director Stuart 
Halusz. Artistic Director of Black 
Swan, Kate Cherry, says the 
play betokens a unique writing 
talent in Nathaniel Moncrieff and 
sophisticated theatricality and 
uses a true story to examine our 
obsessions with beauty and the 
grotesque. The cast includes 
Adriane Daff, Rebecca Davis, 
Luke Hewitt, Greg McNeill, and 
Igor Sas. As we have come 
to expect of Stuart Halusz, 
the production is telling and 
distinctive.

You need to be quick to get to 
one of the ‘different’ theatrical 
experiences on offer this month!  
Perth Concert Hall on Sunday,  
3 July is where you will need to 
be to see and hear two of the 
great voices of British pop, Leo 
Sayer and Lulu, where they 
are together in their first time 

tour of Australia. Incidentally, 
Leo Sayer has lived in Australia 
since 2005 and became an 
Australian citizen in 2009. 

And something else a 
little ‘different’: Faith, the 
2016 Australian Tour by 
one of the world’s greatest 
vocal ensembles, Soweto 
Gospel Choir, plays Albany 
Entertainment Centre on 
Saturday 23July at 7.30pm; the 
Perth Concert Hall on Sunday 
24 July at 7.00pm; Mandurah 
Performing Arts Centre on 
Monday 25 July at 7.00pm; 
and Bunbury Regional Arts 
Centre on Tuesday 26 July 
at 7.00pm. In over 1000 live 
performances, Soweto Gospel 
Choir has brought joy to the 
lives of audiences all over the 
world.  It has performed for and 
celebrated with world leaders 
including the Royal Family, 
Nelson Mandela (who was born 
in Soweto), Desmond Tutu, 
and US presidents. The Choir’s 
repertoire includes a mix of 
Gospel, South African traditional 
and international classics as 
well as freedom songs.  

Someone who has made an 
outstanding contribution to ballet 
in WA is Jayne Smeulders. After 
over twenty years on the stage, 
Jayne retired with the closing of 
West Australian Ballet’s Beauty 
and the Beast last month. Born 
in Dampier, Jayne began her 
dance career with Nederlands 
Dans Theatre II working with 
many internationally acclaimed 
choreographers. Joining West 
Australian Ballet in 1999, 
Jayne has danced countless 
Principal roles, was nominated 
for a Helpmann Award in 2003 
and was awarded a WA Dance 
Award for most outstanding 
female dancer in 2008. Jayne 
was West Australian of the Year 
for the Arts and Entertainment 
in 2009. In 2011, Jayne 
choreographed Cinderella for 
WA Ballet, having created other 
works for them previously. 
She is choreographing West 
Australian Ballet’s new 
production of The Nutcracker. 
Jayne has been become an 
inspiration for dancers and 
audiences alike. We salute 
Jayne Smeulders.  

W

THEATRE 
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Reviews: Mark A Hadley

FINDING DORY
RATED: G – Some scenes may scare young children 
RELEASE DATE: June 16

Easily my favourite film of the 
year so far, and that’s saying 
something for a movie reviewer.

Finding Dory is set in the 
Pacific Ocean, one year after 
the events of Finding Nemo. 
Dory, the forgetful Blue Tang, 
has taken up residence with 
Marlin and Nemo, the Clownfish 
from the first film. A series of 
dreams and events trigger 
lost memories of her mother 
and father, and Dory sets off 
to find them. This leads the 
trio to California’s Marine Life 
Institute, a fictional preserve 
where Dory’s parents live. The 
break-in / break-out antics are 
reminiscent of the first film, 
though a new array of amusing 
companions keeps the comedy 
fresh. However the best thing by 

far is the take-home message.

Finding Dory is a film that puts 
disability front and center. We 
meet Dory, when she’s little 
more than a fingerling, learning 
to cope with a challenging 
mental condition: ‘My name 
is Dory … and I suffer from 
short-term remembory loss.’ 
Flashbacks show how hard her 
parents worked to make her feel 
included and safe, as well as 
the emotional struggles they go 
through hoping she’ll be safe 
in a world where difference is 
rarely tolerated. As they model 
patience and compassion, we 
flash forward to the present day 
in which Dory is often slighted, 
occasionally by those supposed 
to support her the most. 

Frustrated, Marlin tells her, ‘Go 
over there and forget! It’s what 
you’re good at.’

Finding Dory is a fabulous 
film-choice for the holidays 
because it not only delivers safe 
entertainment, it also supplies 
children with an insight into what 
it’s like to live with a disability, 
and how mockery and mere 
tolerance fall short of the love 
God requires. Those of you 
who have children facing this 
battle will also welcome the 
opportunity to put them in front 
of a story where they are in the 
hero’s role.  

WINTER PICKS AT THE FLICKS  
FOR CHRISTIAN KIDS

t’s the winter challenge of every Christian parent. In any school break there’s bound to be a wet 
day when everyone is under foot. A trip to the cinemas seems like a good idea – but what to put in 
front of young minds you won’t regret later? Here are two top stories to consider these holidays.

I
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The creation of cinematic 
royalty and rightly one of the 
most anticipated children’s films 
of the year. 
The BFG is based on the 

best-selling, multi-award 
winning book of the same name 
by children’s author Roald 
Dahl. This live-action drama 
introduces us to Ruby Barnhill 
as Sophie, an orphaned girl 
who is reading one night during 
the ‘witching hour’ of 3:00 AM. 
Strange sounds draw her to 
the window of her orphanage, 
where she sees a tall, dark 
shape peering into the buildings 
on her street. The creature 
spots Sophie and, before she 
can scream, whisks her off to 
Giant Land. At first Sophie is 
concerned that she’s going to 
become her kidnapper’s dinner. 
‘You think that because I’m 
a giant, I’m a man-gobbling 
canny-a-bull?’ laughs her keeper 
– and in a trice, we’re introduced 
to Mark Rylance as the ‘Big 
Friendly Giant’. 

The BFG is an outcast precisely 
because he doesn’t like eating 
children. Gigantic bullies like 
Bonecruncher, Childchewer, 
Meatdripper, and Gizzardgulper 
torment him whenever they’re 
not carrying off kids because 
he’s a good deal smaller, 
and prefers vegetables to 
‘human beans’. Instead, the 
grandfatherly BFG spends 
his time catching dreams and 
delivering them to the children 
of the world. He and Sophie 
become firm friends, and our 
little heroine soon hatches 
a plan to put an end to his 
terrifying kindred.
The BFG has an impressive 

pedigree - Steven Spielberg, 
Disney Pictures, Weta Digital 
and Walden Media. Walden’s 
involvement is particularly 
significant because its Christian 
owner aims to create movies 
that are, ‘…life affirming and 
carry a moral message.’ In this 
case, the lesson seems to be 
one involving books and covers. 

The BFG is the victim of a 
monstrous visage, but Sophie 
soon learns he’s the gentlest of 
giants, who was drawn to her, 
‘… because I hears your lonely 
heart.’ Alongside this the writers 
have laid the determination of 
even the littlest girl to do what 
she knows is right.
Both of these morals will be 

well at home in a Christian 
household. Jesus found many 
children of God in what others 
judged to be worthless and 
dangerous company. Likewise, 
every believing parent hopes 
their child will stand firm in the 
face of what can seem to be 
gigantic opposition. 

THE BFG
RATED:  CTC 
RELEASE DATE: June 30 
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peaker David Tacey commented that the seminar title, ‘Does Australian Spirituality exist?’ is 
appropriate in expressing it as an exploratory subject and not as an established entity. 

Dr Kay Keng Khoo | Member Multicultural Ministry Commission

Revealing his constant 
encouragement, Archbishop 
Roger said the seminar was two 
years in the making. Tacey gave 
us a wealth of stimulating and 
provocative thoughts through 
quotes from wide-ranging 
sources, demanding responses 
from us; and we, if possible, 
have to find a way forward from 
what is essentially a quagmire. 

A visiting theologian from Oxford 
had commented that Australian 
theologians do not talk much 
about Australian spirituality. 
Commenting on this reflection 
of mine, Tacey agreed with my 
reference to quagmire to describe 
Australian Spirituality and added:  
‘that is the reason why very few 
theologians go near it. We are 
essentially an irreligious country, 
and it means the spiritual life is 
underground or suppressed. Slim 
pickings, I called it last weekend.’  
The McCrindle survey reported 
a new phenomenon, that 20% of 
Australians are ‘spiritual but not 
religious.’

Tacey said some people are 
saying, ‘God is brought to 
Australia by boat.’ Though said 
half in jest, but in response, 
I would like to quote from 
a Korean theologian, Hyun 
Young-hak, who wrote: ‘We do 
not believe in an invalid God 
who was carried piggy-back to 
Korea by the first missionary. He 
was here working in our history 
before the missionaries came.’  
These two diagonally opposite 
mindsets arise because 
the second one has gone 
through a long and tortuous 
journey of discovery of faith 
for themselves, while the first 
one has not.  Tacey described 
spirituality as ‘the lived 
experience of a sacred reality, 
religious people personify 
sacred as God, while others 
associate it with believing in a 
higher power.’ The passionate 
revival of the Korean Church 
has been due to the lived 
experience of a sacred reality 
when they see the Book of 
Daniel and the Book of Exodus 

come alive to them, when they 
realise God has been working in 
their history. Australia has yet to 
make that journey of discovery 
of faith, and it is not going to be 
an easy start.

Tacey quoted from three 
Australian authors to give us a 
picture of the Australian scene.  
Patrick White ironically puts it, 
‘God is dead, anyway, thank 
God, in Australia.’ Les Murray 
writes, ‘the divine presence in 
Australia is hidden to everyday 
consciousness, yet it is as 
attainable as gravity.’ Manning 
Clark wrote, ‘The sun had 
defeated religion in Australia.’  In 
Tacey’s first of a series of books 
on spirituality, Edge of the Sacred: 
transformation in Australia, he 
put on the cover a photo of a 
dried, withered leafless tree in a 
desert, indicating the sorry state 
of spirituality of the nation. 

S

DOES AUSTRALIAN SPIRITUALITY EXIST ?
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In his latest book, Spirituality Revolution, 
the cover shows showers from above, an 
answer to prayer indicated by a pair of praying 
hands, expressing the hope of Australia is 
consciousness of spirituality. 

Tacey quoted David Mowaljarlai of Kimberly 
who wrote, ‘This is spirit country and we will 
all have to face the sacredness of the land.’ 
He continued, ‘We have a gift we want to give 
you. We keep getting blocked from giving 
that gift. And It’s the gift of pattern thinking.’ 
Commenting on this statement, Tacey said 
the colonized people do not bear dislike but 
want to give a gift to the colonizers, but that 
‘it is a gift with a demand and a responsibility. 
It demands a spiritual response from the 
recipients.’ 

He added, ‘The gift cannot be received 
because it calls non-indigenous to face their 
spiritual depths and their god-shaped hole.’ 
Veronica Brady wrote in The God -Shaped 
Hole: ‘I suggest that to see the sufferings of 
Aboriginal Australians in terms of the biblical 
figure of the suffering servant is to discover 
a deeper and richer sense of where and how 
God may be speaking to us in this country 
to-day.’ The Korean people saw the suffering 
in their history in terms of the suffering 
servant and Scriptures come alive to them. If 
we can listen to God speaking to us, we will 
not be in this God-shaped hole.

DOES AUSTRALIAN SPIRITUALITY EXIST ? It is the outsiders that 
often have sharper, more 
lucid understanding of us.  
Makarand Paranjape of 
India wrote, ‘The sacred 
in Australia remains 
internally fragmented, 
disturbingly contradicted 
and painfully wounded. 
This impacts the psyche 
of the nation and calls 
for urgent attention 
and healing.’ In our 
diocesan sesquicentenary 
celebration, we have a 

motto, ‘the mosaic of 
joy’. Let us not reject 
the offer of fragments 
of ideas. Rather, let us 
accept fragments of 
ideas to creatively craft 
a mosaic of faith as the 
iconic symbol for the 
nation, which embraces 
fragments in the making 
of a mosaic of unity and 
hope.   

The McCrindle survey reported 

a new phenomenon, that 20% of 

Australians are ‘spiritual but not 

religious.’
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One Lord, One Faith, One baptism
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She was the youngest of five 
children, and the other four 
children had all been baptised 
as infants. The reason given 
for the vicar’s refusal was 
that the oldest three children 
attended a Baptist Sunday 
School and therefore he 
judged that the godparents 
could not realistically promise 
that the child be presented for 
confirmation in due course. The 
vicar was a product of the time 
and culture and seems not to 
have imagined that there was 
one baptism, nor one faith. He 
appears to have been confident 

that the one Lord was made 
in the image of the Church of 
England.

For the family in general there 
was great disappointment 
and they puzzled by the rules 
of the Church. For all of her 
conscious life the story of her 
non-baptism has been part 
of child’s identity. She knows 
that One Lord, One Faith, One 
Baptism excludes her, and 
she has never wanted to know 
anything more than that.

A TALE OF TWO BAPTISMS  
THAT DID NOT HAPPEN

The Right Reverend Allan Ewing 
Bishop of Bunbury

ore than fifty years ago a baby was refused baptism by the Church of England. M

The words are simple, 

one Lord, one Faith, one 

Baptism; but living them 

can be a great challenge 

at times, especially if we 

imagine that our Lord has 

to be protected from the 

messy and error-prone 

thoughts of human beings.
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Simone Weil, the French 
philosopher, mystic and activist 
was one of the greatest minds 
of the Twentieth Century. As a 
child, although not a Christian, 
she found in the concept of 
loving one’s neighbour as 
oneself a belief that she could 
take to heart. While in her 
twenties she experienced 
three profound events that 
brought her to a place of deep 
relationship with Christ. 

These religious experiences 
brought her close to God and 
her writings and conversations 
reflect a profound faith, yet 
she declined to be baptised. 
She was greatly influenced 
throughout her life by the idea of 
solidarity; that she should be at 
one with those who struggle. 

This conviction had led her 
to refuse to eat more than 
a French soldier during the 
first World War, and later to 
labouring in a factory (despite 
her unsuitability for that work.) 

The same conviction brought 
her to refuse baptism, for it 
suggested to her that she would 
be abandoning ‘the love of 
those things that are outside 
Christianity.’ Simone Weil died 
in 1943, at the age of 34, never 
having been baptised.

For Simone Weil, there was 
one Lord, one faith and one 
baptism, but she could not 
accept baptism while any of her 
fellow human beings remained 
outside the Church.

The Apostle Paul, writing to 
the Ephesians, insists on the 
essential unity of God and God’s 
people. Against those, then and 
now, who might insist that there 
are degrees of acceptability 
and degrees of relationship with 
God, Paul is clear. 

No degrees of affection, 
no levels of belief, can be 
sustained, for there is one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptism. 

However, there remains a very 
human desire to judge on behalf 
of God. Some people, or one’s 
own self, can be considered 
unacceptable to God, and held 
outside of God’s acceptance. 
It is as though one has to have 
an amount of worthiness to be 
acceptable to God. 

That vicar in England made a 
decision to protect God from 
what he perceived to be the 
unworthiness of the promises 
of the godparents; Simone Weil 
made a decision to protect God 
from her own unworthiness, 
waiting until all were accepted 
by the Lord.

The words are simple, one Lord, 
one Faith, one Baptism; but living 
them can be a great challenge 
at times, especially if we imagine 
that our Lord has to be protected 
from the messy and error-prone 
thoughts of human beings. 

The archival collection 
for the Anglican Diocese 
of Perth contains a range of 
materials from images to clothing 
and documents and we require some 

assistance to ensure they are protected 
and described for future researchers. 

We are looking for:
4 individuals

5 to 10 hours a week processing and 
describing archival collections

Volunteering hours are flexible Monday 
to Friday with plenty of parking.

If you have an interest in history, great 
attention to detail and love puzzles this 

might be the opportunity for you. 

Diocesan Archivist Lara Lynch 
archives@perth.anglican.org   (08) 9425 7243

Volounteers NEEDED

SUBIACO 9381 5888
MYAREE 9330 6344
ROCKINGHAM 9528 1244
MANDURAH 9581 9166 

chipperfunerals.com.au

Chipper Funerals offers 
Australia’s leading

prepaid funeral plan.

mailto:archives@perth.anglican.org
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The Right Reverend Dr Peter Brain | Parish of Rockingham

The descriptor, one, follows 
from his being the eternal 
second person of the Trinity. 
Our hopeless predicament 
as sinners under God’s wrath 
means that our Saviour had 
to be unique, both sinless and 
Divine. Our liturgies bear ample 
testimony to these sobering yet 
glorious truths.

God’s holiness is set before 
us every time we pray merciful 
God, our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you 
and sing ‘holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might.’

Our reliance upon his mercy, 
and not our own merits, is 
expressed memorably in the 
prayer:  we do not presume to 
come to your table, merciful 
God, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in your 
manifold and great mercies. We 
are not worthy to gather up the 
crumbs under your table.

Our confidence is found in 

another, the one Lord, Jesus 
Christ. Only One who is fully 
God can redeem sinners, only 
one whose life was sinless 
could stand in our place and 
become the full, perfect, and 
sufficient sacrifice, oblation 
and satisfaction for the sins 
of the whole world. By virtue 
of his person, the eternal and 
incarnate Son of God and his 
once and for all completed 
sacrifice of himself, can there 
be pardon, adoption and the 
gift of the Holy Spirit offered to 
repentant sinners. It has been 
put like this ‘upon a life I did not 
live, upon a death I did not die, 
another’s life, another’s death, 
I stake my whole eternity.’ 
There are no riches like these 
on offer in any religion, human 
philosophy or world view. This 
is why we affirm, confidently, 
even if opposed, one Lord.

he phrase ‘One Lord, one faith, one baptism’ found in Ephesians 4:5 was possibly part of an early 
Christian creed .The apostle Paul is keen to remind us that we share a unity through faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In this way he reminds us that despite our diversity we are to see ourselves as 
one in Christ.

T

OUR RICH LITURGICAL HERITAGE

Our confidence is found 
in another, the one Lord, 
Jesus Christ. Only One 
who is fully God can 
redeem sinners, only one 
whose life was sinless 
could stand in our place 
and become the full, 
perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation and 
satisfaction for the sins 
of the whole world. 
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But just as a cheque needs to 
be received and then banked 
before it has any value to us 
so too this one Lord must be 
turned to, thanked and trusted. 
So there is one faith. This 
means that all of us, whether 
Jew, Gentile, rich or poor, of 
whichever nationality or religion 
must come as a beggar and 
find our bread, salvation, 
nourishment and hope in 
Jesus. The words of assurance 
reminds us of this glorious 
truth: God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have eternal life 
(John 3:16). Faith will not save 
anyone. It is the one who is the 
object of our faith who alone can 
save. And he saves all who trust 
Him.

Even this faith is God’s gracious 
gift. The work of his Holy Spirit 
is what Paul means when he 
speaks of one baptism. Baptism 
in water, done by us, points to 
and prays for the effectual work 
of the Holy Spirit to bring us to 
repentance toward God and 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The acrostics Forsaking All I 
Take Him and God’s Riches At 
Christs Expense help us capture 
the splendour of the phrase one 
Lord, one Faith, one baptism. 
We are disarmed of any pride 
or merit when it comes to our 
salvation. That this runs against 
political correctness should not 
bother us at all since it is clearly 
in line with the entire tenor of 
the New Testament, our Lord’s 
teaching and our own liturgies. It 
is what marks Christianity out as  
the religion of grace.

 As those who name Christ as 
Lord we have a choice: to offer 
riches of grace through which 

the holy God offers all who 
would own their own bankruptcy 
of spirit and character or 
falsely seek to soothe guilty 
consciences with empty words 
of flattery like ‘ so long as you 
are sincere or there are many 
paths to God’. The miracle 
and wonder is not that there is 
only one Lord and one way to 
God but that he should have 
provided us rebels with one at 
all. 
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 The first section dealt 
(obviously enough, given the 
title) with ‘Baptism’, and in it the 
passage from the Letter to the 
Ephesians, which is the topic 
given for this month, was quoted 
early:

The union with Christ which 
we share through baptism 
has important implications for

Christian unity.  ‘There is 
[one Lord, one faith,] one 
baptism, one God and 
Father of

us all…’ (Eph. 4: 4–6).  
When baptismal unity 
is realized in one holy, 
catholic,

apostolic Church, a genuine 
Christian witness can be 
made to the healing and 

reconciling love of God.  
Therefore, our one baptism 
into Christ constitutes a call to

the churches to overcome 
their divisions and visibly 
manifest their fellowship.

Remarkably, we are still 
enjoying the reflected warmth 
of that summer, and the 
vast majority of churches 
still recognize each other’s 
administration of baptism as that 
‘one baptism into Christ’, when 
it is made in the name of our 
Triune God and with water.

Starting from the Letter to the 
Ephesians is sensible, because 
a central aim of that letter, 
from its beginning, is a call to 
unity – chiefly between Jewish 
and Gentile Christians.  Those 
who were once ‘strangers and 
aliens’ are now ‘citizens with the 
saints and also members of the 
household of God’ (Eph. 2: 19–
20).  In Christ, the letter makes 
clear, both Jew and Gentile 
‘have access in one Spirit to the 
Father.’ (2:18) 

Yet, for the writer of Acts, this 
desired unity, even confessing 
one baptism, had not always 
been present in the Church in 
Ephesus.  Paul found in Ephesus 
some who had been baptized 
‘into John [the Baptist]’s baptism.’ 
(Acts 19: 3)  After speaking with 
Paul, ‘they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus’ and 

‘the Holy Spirit came upon them’ 
through the laying on of hands 
(19: 5–6).

From earliest days, therefore, 
Christians have recognized 
that as part of our confession 
of the one Lord Jesus, we are 
baptized into the name of the 
one God: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit.  Furthermore, that in being 
baptized in that triune Name, we 
become fellow-‘citizens with the 
saints and also members of the 
household of God’.  We confess 
the one faith in the one Lord 
Jesus and, because we become 
part of his one Body, we hear 
God, the Creator of all say to 
us, as God said to Jesus at his 
baptism, ‘You are my beloved 
child’.  This means we are boldly 
able to call God ‘Father’, as 
Jesus called God, and taught us 
to call God.  

n our current ecumenical autumn (though ‘winter’ is probably nearer the truth), it is heartening 
to recall the heady days of ecumenical summer, c. 1982, when the World Council of Churches 
released its Lima statement, Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry. 

I

ONE LORD, ONE FAITH, ONE BAPTISM…

The Reverend Dr Gregory Seach 
Warden | Wollaston Theological College
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And, as Paul reminds the 
Christians in Rome, the Spirit 
moves within us so that we 
too say, ‘Abba, Father’, and 
continually experience the Spirit 
moving and praying in us.  In 
short, we get caught up in the 
eternal circle of love that is the 
God Christians confess.

That circle of love, however, 
is never confined just to 
us – neither individually, nor 
collectively as the Church.  Just 
as the overflow of love between 
the three we call Father, Son 
and Spirit overflows into the 
act of creation and continuing 
renewal of the whole cosmos, 
so we, if we are to be true to 

who we are, get drawn out to 
those who we may wrongly 
regard as ‘strangers and aliens’.  
There are no longer ‘strangers 
and aliens’, because, we affirm, 
in Jesus God makes clear God’s 
purpose ‘to gather up all things, 
things in heaven and things 
on earth’ (Eph. 1: 10) in God’s 
loving embrace.  Not only all 
people but all things – so we 
cannot ignore, shut out, reject 
any person or thing!  

This is not some imperialistic 
overcoming of everything, 
however.  ‘There is one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father’.  But the ‘one Lord’ 
is both fully human and fully 

divine.  Our ‘one faith’ affirms 
that the ‘one God’ is Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, mysteriously 
three yet one.  And, through 
‘one baptism’, we, though many, 
are one Body, because we all 
share the one Bread.  And we 
are one with all those of every 
time and place who share that 
one baptism.  It is great and 
heart-warming news – even 
in the midst of what seems an 
ecumenical winter, and the 
seasonal chills we really feel 
throughout July!  

We confess the one faith in the 
one Lord Jesus and, because we 
become part of his one Body, we 
hear God, the Creator of all say 

to us, as God said to Jesus at his 
baptism, ‘You are my beloved child’.  

This means we are boldly able to call 
God ‘Father’, as Jesus called God, 

and taught us to call God.  
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he recent tragedy in Orlando, Florida, has been described as hate brought to its natural conclusion, 
yet commentators have mostly offered shallow and predictable opinion pieces. Fatima Measham, a 
consulting editor at Eureka Street magazine, however, stands out from the pack. 

T

‘The gunman Omar Mateen 
is described as unstable 
and aggressive. The upshot 
being that the violence bears 
no further explanation than 
individual choice, a flaw in 
character. It is an explanation 
that withers wretchedly against 
the incandescence of 300 
lives, of which forty-nine were 
extinguished and fifty-thee 
wounded. It is also inadequate 
against a host of other elements: 
the ideologies internalised 
by the perpetrator (including 
notions of masculinity), and the 
circumstances in which he was 
able to access assault rifles. 
At the epicentre of all this is a 
place where young queer men 
and women had felt safe and 
free to be themselves. The 
nightclub was named by its 
co-founder for her brother, who 
died of AIDS in 1991. Pulse, for 
the heart that beats on. It lies 
arrested at the intersection of 
the hatreds that continue to grip 
western societies. The dead 
are almost all black, brown, gay 
and working class. The gunman 
bears a Muslim name. Based on 
comments from his ex-wife, he 
harboured contempt for women 
— a trait he shares with lone-
actor shooters such as Anders 
Breivik and Elliot Rodger. If 
justice is what love looks like in 
public, then injustice must be 

what hate looks like, and there 
is perhaps no greater injustice 
than murder. Mass murder is 
hatred realised in full grotesque 
proportion.’ 

Measham argues persuasively 
that blaming the perpetrator 
alone will not do because we all 
have blood on our hands. 

When gay and lesbian people are 
spoken of as sub-human, when 
their relationships are denied 
equality in law, when their parenting 
is described as child abuse, 
when their murderers can lodge a 
defence based on provocation, and 
when their presence is policed, we 
are all fuelling the prospect of real 
violence. 

Churches and synagogues 
and mosques and temples 
obviously carry a particular 
weight of responsibility in 
this respect, even when we 
deny and explicitly condemn 
homophobia. Unless and until 
we actually treat everyone 
as radically equal in God’s 
sight—regardless of sexuality 
or race or gender or creed—we 
are inevitably complicit in the 
language of hatred, legitimising 
what happened to three hundred 
individuals on that terrible 
weekend in June, not to mention 
thousands of their friends and 
family members. 

Churches and synagogues 
and temples, in our own day, 
also carry a particular weight 
of responsibility to defend 
mosques, to honour Islam as 
one of the great monotheistic 
religions of the world, and do 
all we can to shield our peace-
loving Muslim neighbours from 
all the vileness heaped upon 
them. Our churches are not 
being burnt down. Christian 
schools are not places of fear 
and danger. Extremist Muslims 
cannot be allowed to speak for 
Islam any more than fanatical 
Christians can hijack our own 
faith. Just as the so-called 
Australian Christian Lobby 
hardly represents all of us, so 
the self-appointed leaders of 
ISIS and similar instruments of 
death and destruction do not 
represent the vast numbers of 
Muslims in our world.

‘There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called 
to one hope when you were 
called; one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism; one God and Father of 
all, who is over all and through 
all and in all.’ The writer to the 
little church at Ephesus in the 
earliest days of the Christian 
movement takes no prisoners. 
One and one, and nothing but 
one – this is his formula. Christ 
is one with every disciple, and 

PULSE - THE HEART THAT BEATS ON
The Reverend Dr David Wood | Rector of Fremantle
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every disciple is one with Christ. 
Christ completely identifies with 
the one church, just and the 
one church is united with Christ. 
Baptism is being plunged into 
one Spirit, one body, one hope, 
total immersion in a universal 
family, a family with only one 
Father, God who is everyone’s 
father no matter who they are 
or where they come from or 
what they believe, who makes 
the sun rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the just 
and the unjust alike. One and 
one, and nothing but one. When 
will we admit and acknowledge 
and celebrate this all-embracing 
formula of faith? Will we ever 
repent of our proud blindness, 
and simply open our eyes? Can 
we humble ourselves sufficiently 
to allow the Lord to enlighten 
us? One and one and nothing 
but one is not exactly rocket 
science, so why do we find it 
harder than rocket science?

Orlando stands as testimony, if 
testimony is needed, that love 
doesn’t always win, that the pain 
and destruction and suffering 
is real, that hate wreaks havoc, 
making a nightmare of God’s 
dream for the whole creation. 
Love doesn’t always win, but 
love will win in the end, for love 
is stronger than hate. Easter 
people know that life triumphs 
over death, as well as every 
shadow of death. That nightclub 
is well named—Pulse, for the 
heart that beats on.  

‘There is one body 

and one Spirit, just 

as you were called 

to one hope when 

you were called; one 

Lord, one faith, one 

baptism; one God 

and Father of all, 

who is over all and 

through all and in all.’ 
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APPOINTMENTS
The Reverend Des Smit Rector, Parish of Whitfords 16.06.16 
   (from South Africa)
The Reverend Mark Yates Deacon, Parish of Yanchep 01.07.16 – 17.07.17
  Assistant Chaplain, St James’ AS 18.07.16 – 17.07.17
The Reverend Dave Deeny Chaplain, Peter Moyes ACS 18.07.16
The Reverend Dale Appleby Honorary Canon, St George’s Cathedral 18.05.16
LOCUM TENENS
The Reverend Christine Duke Mt Hawthorn 01.06.16 – 31.01.17
The Reverend Dr John Forsyth St John of God Hospitals,
    Subiaco and Murdoch 03.07.16 – 13.08.16
The Reverend John Smith Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital 01.07.16 – 29.07.16
The Reverend Canon Dale Appleby Bassendean 01.06.16 – 31.07.16
  Midland 18.09.16 – 01.01.17
The Reverend Beatrice Pate Balga-Mirrabooka  22.11.16 – 31.01.18
RETIREMENTS
The Reverend Graeme Varvell Priest-in-Charge, Warnbro 16.08.16
The Reverend Canon Tony Murray-Feist Chaplain, John Septimus Roe ACS 13.12.16
The Reverend Beatrice Pate Balga-Mirrabooka  21.11.16
RESIGNATIONS
The Reverend Canon Tony Murray-Feist Canon, St George’s Cathedral 30.06.16
LAY APPOINTMENTS
Mr Sam Walsh AO Trustee 19.07.16
Ms Felicity House Principal, Peter Carnley ACS 01.01.17
VALE
The Reverend Dr Michael Evers  15.05.16
The Reverend Dr Maurice Lee  26.05.16
The Reverend Tony Bolt  03.06.16 
Mr John Kerr  16.06.16

CLERGY NEWS

PURPLE PATCH
03 Archbishop Minderoo Station, blessing of Chapel, 
  cemetery and homestead
 Bishop Jeremy Kallaroo
  St George’s Cathedral Evensong –  

  NAIDOC Service

10 Archbishop Kelmscott
 Bishop Jeremy Canning
 Bishop Kate Carine-Duncraig

17 Archbishop Como-Manning
 Crosslinks
 Bishop Jeremy Lesmurdie
 Bishop Kate Spearwood

24 Archbishop On leave
 Bishop Jeremy Yanchep
 Bishop Kate Bicton-Attadale

31 Archbishop On leave
 Bishop Jeremy Forrestfield-Wattle Grove
 Bishop Kate Balcatta-Hamersley
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TRIBES JULY 
HARMONISED

CLUES

ACROSS DOWN

June solution

1.,& 8 across. Heavenly 
Jerusalem in free 
ions? (4)

2. Is able to say baby, thank 
you twice for poetry 
set to music. (7)

8. See 1 across.
10. Five refused to invoke 

inconstantly in New 
Testament Greek. (5)

11. Vietnam’s New Year 
sung in motet. (3)

13. An article from the 
puzzling advice in the 
Hindu scriptures. (5)

16., & 21 across. 
Palestinian city of 
4,840 square yards? 
(4)

18. Belonging to him in 
catechism. (3)

19. Beginnings of Christian 
Research Association. 
(3)

21. See 16 across. 
22. Bartók yodelled across 

Asian capital! (5)
24. Bunbury bishop left off 

sewing. (5)

26. Call my bluff in a serene 
manner. (6)

28. And dig furiously while 
aggregating. (6)

29. Medical history in 
shorthand? (2)

30. I sell on rumoured black 
alloys. (7)

32. Start with Alcoholics 
Anonymous. (2)

33. Snail squashed by 
spikes. (5)

34. Tune into Radió Teilifis 
Éireann. (3) 

36. Tears shaped like a 
starry flower. (5)

39, 41, 42 & 43. Be out of 
a folded berretta for a 
period of silence and 
prayer. (7)

45. See? Lop right off! (2)
46. Wild nun to set epic with 

combined melodies! 
(13)

1.,& 9 down. Make melody 
in Singapore. (4)

3. Any key to begin with. (2) 
4. Soprano test across the 

keys. (5)
5. Notes lengthened after 

edit and reorder. (4)
6. Venerable practical joke. 

(5)
7. Tuneful evangelism in the 

beginning. (2)
9. See 1 down.
12. A feline chyme, without 

me, apt to take your 
attention. (6)

13. Five stirred in oil, and 
played with a bow. (6)

14. Scored badly when 
statement of faith was 
sung. (6)

15. Dreg Gaelic for 
Jamaican blues. (6)

17. Persuade gently across 
disco axioms. (4)

18. Worthy mnemonic 
crossed for church 
song. (4)

20. Wads unfolded into all-
terrain vehicles. (4)

21. Join the Russian 
National Nationalist 
Army? (4)

23. Capital of Malaysia kept 
longer. (2)

25. Aye, aye – two Romans. 
(2)

27. As rye ferments for 
solar periods. (5)

28. Avenue across vital 
leeches. (5)

31. Make stretcher untidy. 
(6)

35. Curvature in barcarolle. 
(3)

36. Aesthetic value in 
martyrdom. (3)

37. Bend an oar back to 
Krypton’s star. (3)

38. Lettuce in flamencos. 
(3)

40. Ex officio. (2)
41. Tennessee or Tunisia? 

(2)
44., & 45 down. Incline in 

stilts! (4) 
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ST GEORGE’S 
CATHEDRAL

38 St George’s Terrace, Perth

Mon-Sat: 7.30am Morning Prayer  
and 7.45am Eucharist.

For details of all other daily 
Eucharists and Evening Prayer, see 

our website:
www.perthcathedral.org

P: 9325 5766

SUNDAY SERVICES

8am: Holy Eucharist (BCP) with 
hymns

10am: Choral Eucharist and Sunday 
School

5pm: Choral Evensong

SPECIAL SERVICES

IN JULY 2016

SATURDAY 2 JULY

10.30am: Royal WA Regiment 
Association Service.

SUNDAY 3 JULY

5pm: NAIDOC Evensong honouring 
the Aboriginal West Australians killed 

at The Somme.

SUNDAY 10 JULY

2pm: Families Connect. 5pm: 
Evensong of St Benedict. Preacher: 
Fr John Herbert OSB, Abbot of the 

Benedictine Community of New 
Norcia.

SUNDAY 17 JULY

5pm: Evensong commemorating the 
100th Anniversary of the death of 

Theodore Burt.

SUNDAY 24 JULY

2pm: Children’s Eucharist. 5pm: 
Evensong of St James the Great.

SUNDAY 31 JULY

5pm: Evensong for Cathedral 
Volunteers.

WHERE TO WORSHIP

PALMYRA

ST PETER’S

SUNDAY EUCHARIST 9.30am 
WEDNESDAY MASS 10.00am

Office 9335 2213 
www.fremantleanglican.com

FREMANTLE

ST JOHN’S

SUNDAY EUCHARIST  
9.30am

DAILY MASS 
Monday 12.30pm 
Tuesday 12.30pm 

Wednesday 12.30pm 
Thursday 12.30pm 

Friday 12.30pm

Office 9335 2213 
www.fremantleanglican.com

JOHN SEPTIMUS ROE  
ANGLICAN COMMUNITY 

SCHOOL

St Paul’s Chapel Choir

Director: Jamil Osman 
Organist: Jonathan Bradley

CHORAL EVENSONG

TUESDAYS at 5.00 pm  
during school term

St Paul’s Chapel

John Septimus Roe Anglican 
Community School

Corner Mirrabooka and Boyare 
Avenues, Mirrabooka

(Parking is available on the  
School grounds)

DIOCESE OF PERTH 
PARISH VISITS 2016

St Anselm Kingsley 
9.00 am Sunday 24 July

St Nicholas Carine  
9.30 am Sunday 28 August

St Matthews Guildford  
9.30 am Sunday 23 October

St Michaels’s Mount Pleasant  
9.30 am Sunday 27 November

For information regarding the  
Chapel Choir please refer to the  

School website

www.jsracs.wa.edu.au

ALBANY

St John’s welcomes you to  
join in worship at

St John’s, York Street 
Sundays 8.00am Eucharist (with hymns)

9.30am Sung Eucharist and Sunday 
School. Visitors welcome

www.anglicanchurchalbany.org.au

http://www.perthcathedral.org
http://www.fremantleanglican.com
http://www.fremantleanglican.com
http://www.jsracs.wa.edu.au
http://www.anglicanchurchalbany.org.au
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Opening Space for Spirit
Group Dialogue Facilitation 

Leadership Coaching 
Retreats and Quiet Days

Michael Wood 
www.michaeljohnwood.com 

Ph. 0435 065326

Specializing in

• Carpets 
• Tile and grout
• Upholstery
• Flood damage
• Carpet repairs 

Personalized Service Domestic 
and Commercial

Call Stephen 0413 561 751

CLASSIFIEDS

Three Course Lunch for $15.00
Service starts 12.00pm sharp

Bookings are essential 
Also offering:

Senior fitness Classes, Nordic
Walking & Tiny Tots Playgroup 
Rod Evans Community Centre

Phone: 94613920
160 Hay Street

EAST PERTH WA 6005
rodevanscentre@cityofperth.wa.gov.au

ACCOMMODATION

ADVERTISING

DUNSBOROUGH

Fully furnished house, close to shops and 
beach. Sleeps 6-8. $100 per night.  
Sorry no pets. 
T: 0419 654 258

NEW NORCIA MONASTERY 
GUESTHOUSE

Experience the peace, quiet and prayer of  
the Benedictine monastic community of  
New Norcia. 132km north of Perth.

Twin rooms with en-suites and single 
rooms. Join the monks for daily prayer. 
Directed retreats by arrangement. 
Recommended donation of $80/person/day 
full board. 

Inquiries: Bernadette at  
guesthouse@newnorcia.wa.edu.au 
T: 9654 8002 www.newnorcia.com

RICH HARVEST CHRISTIAN SHOP

Bibles, CDs, cards, apparel, gifts statues, 
religious vestments
39 Hulme Ct Myaree, 9329 9889 
After 10am Mon - Sat 

CONTEMPORARY SPIRITUALITY

Josephine Griffiths 
Mid- year Retreat 
June 24 - 26 
There are still a few vacancies for this 
wonderful opportunity for silence and 
contemplation

For further information and 
Retreat booking 
Contact Josephine at: 
P: 9207 2696 
E: jojo1@iinet.net.au 
W: www.contemporaryspirituality.com

KINLAR VESTMENTS

Quality handmade and decorated
vestments: albs, chasubles, stoles, altar
cloths, banners and more.

Contact: Vickii Smith
M: 0409 114 093
PO Box 1104
HILLARYS WA 6923
Please phone for an appointment.
kinlar.vestments@gmail.com
www.kinlarvestments.com.au

ST JOHNS BOOKS 
FREMANTLE

 STOCKTAKE CASH 
CLEARANCE 

Clearance books around 80% discount

Hundreds of good books for  
$5, $2 and for any cash offer!

Come into the shop to take advantage  
of this once only clearance.

A sample listing of books  
can be found as a link on our website. 

Shop hours:  
10am - 1.00pm Monday-Friday  

(12.00noon Sat’s)

email:  books@stjohnbooks.com.au 
web:  www.stjohnsbooks.com.au  
phone:  08 9335 1982 
postal:  Shop 1 Highgate Ct  
 124 High St, Fremantle WA 6160

Subscription is easy:
• Send this form to us at  

Anglican Messenger  
GPO Box W2067,  
Perth WA 6846

• Email:  
messenger@perth.anglican.org

• Fax the office on 08 9221 4118
Name:
Address:

Phone:
Email:

SUBSCRIBE 
TO THE ANGLICAN 

MESSENGER
Get the Messenger delivered to your door 

for just $30 ANNUALLY

PASTORAL SUPERVISION
FOR CLERGY AND PASTORAL 

CARE WORKERS
BY RETIRED PSYCHOLOGIST

Employed with Relationships 
Australia for over 20 years 

Counsellor, Supervisor, Community 
Educator and Group Worker 

Experienced trainer of Prepare and 
Enrich 

Recently completed 4-year 
Education for Ministry course 

Fees by negotiation  Skype available

JILL FLANIGAN B.A (Psych);  
Dip. Psych; Dip. Teach. 

Contact - Mobile 0417187721 
Home - 93759978

http://www.michaeljohnwood.com
mailto:rodevanscentre@cityofperth.wa.gov.au
mailto:guesthouse@newnorcia.wa.edu.au
http://www.newnorcia.com
mailto:jojo1@iinet.net.au
http://www.contemporaryspirituality.com
mailto:kinlar.vestments@gmail.com
http://www.kinlarvestments.com.au
mailto:books@stjohnbooks.com.au
http://www.stjohnsbooks.com.au
mailto:messenger@perth.anglican.org


St Peters Anglican Church  
is transforming Victoria Park.

2 bed from 
$479,000

	Perth CBD (4.8km)

		Elizabeth Quay (4.7km)

		Northbridge (5.3km)

		Centro Shopping (0.18km)

			Perth Stadium (4.1km)

			Crown Complex (2.5km)

		Curtin University (4.1km)

5min

SAT & SUN • 11am-12pm • Or by appointment

15 Leonard Street, Victoria Park
Helen Rewell  0417 926 288   
Office 6144 0700 | celsius.com.au 

Come see for yourself. Display suite now open.

MOVE IN 
SEPTEMBER  

2016
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