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Welcome 
To Glenaeon’s Senior Studies Program 

 

 

Our Senior Studies program supports students to become reflective and enquiring learners, ready to 
take their place in the 21st Century as socially aware and emotionally literate citizens. Through 
dedication to their studies and with the support of committed teachers, students in the Senior School 
are taught to engage deeply with their learning, developing academic skills based on higher order 
understanding. As they journey though these years they cultivate personal capacities and attributes 
that prepare them well for tertiary study, meaningful participation in society and lifelong learning.  

Our unique synthesis of a Steiner Curriculum with the NSW Higher School Certificate encourages deep 
engagement with content in ways that place the human journey at the centre of experience. Students 
work to fulfil the requirements of the Glenaeon Senior Studies Certificate and NSW Higher School 
Certificate, where each subject and experience provides a particular ‘window’ into the world. In-
depth investigation into each discipline and topic contributes to a meaningful world picture and an 
understanding of our current place and future potential within the human journey.   

The Glenaeon Senior Studies Certificate program brings together challenging academic, artistic, 
research, presentation and outdoor education experiences, which are specifically designed to build 
personal capacities and a synthesised understanding of a holistic world view.  The Higher School 
Certificate is an internationally recognised qualification for students who successfully complete 
secondary education in NSW and provides a structured program through which particular facets of 
chosen disciplines are explored in detail.  

The Senior School is an energetic, engaging and purposeful environment in which to learn, and we 
value that intensity of purpose. We hope that when students leave Glenaeon, they will be well-
rounded individuals who have achieved academic excellence and possess an understanding of social 
responsibility, a strong sense of who they are and the capacity to journey into adulthood with 
integrity and confidence. We invite you to explore our Senior Studies program outlined in this 
booklet.  
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Academic Overview 

Throughout Years 11 and 12 students study a broad and balanced program combining the twin core 
pathways that complete the Glenaeon Learning Journey. The curriculum at Glenaeon is a two tier 
program: 

• an international curriculum based on the work of Dr Rudolf Steiner, preparing students 
physically, emotionally, intellectually and spiritually for the challenges of life in the 21st 
century. Students must undertake all Year 11 and 12 Main Lessons, which are integrated 
curriculum units central to the Steiner curriculum. All Main Lessons are assessed using the 
following structure: 

 
High Distinction 
(85-100) 

Distinction 
(75-84) 

Credit  
(65-74) 

Pass  
(50-64) 

Elementary  
(0-49) 

 
 
 

• a NSW syllabus that meets our local NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) 
requirements for the RoSA and the HSC.  This program prepares students to gain their highest 
possible results for university or other tertiary education entry. In order to qualify for the 
NSW Higher School Certificate students must complete 12 subject units in Year 11 and 10 
units in Year 12. 
 

 

A Balanced Curriculum  
Main Lessons in Years 11 & 12 run for two periods each morning, from 8.55 until 10.15 am, and 
students engage with a range of themes. The topics covered in Year 11 provide students with a broad 
and universal knowledge base that complements their individual elective HSC program. The themes 
meet the intellectual and spiritual needs of students at this age, and support students in the 
development of rigorous, intellectual analysis and the synthesis of academic material. The Year 11 
and 12 Main Lesson curriculum is refined each year and an overview of some of the Main Lessons 
offered in recent years is provided. 

 
In Year 12, students engage in HSC subject specific blocks which run during the Main Lesson periods. 
This pattern provides an opportunity for intensive study in the students’ specific subject areas. 
Teachers and students are thereby able to consolidate and extend the HSC course material.   
 

HSC markers look for responses which demonstrate a student’s ability to synthesise knowledge. It is 
our experience that the breadth and rigour of Main Lessons, coupled with focused HSC course 
blocks, develops thoughtful students who are more able to produce these responses. 
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The Glenaeon Senior Studies Certificate 
The Glenaeon Senior Studies Certificate is a rich and rigorous program of study overseen by the Year 
11 and 12 teaching faculty. This program culminates in a pre-university qualification and develops 
thoughtful, well rounded and socially responsible students. They are encouraged to ask challenging 
questions, to reflect critically, to develop research skills, and to learn how to assimilate knowledge 
and to demonstrate their knowledge effectively. On completion of all modules, students receive a 
formal academic transcript and the GSSC credential. The program entails: 

• Academic Program: Completion of Year 11 Main Lessons 
• Leadership Program: Participation in leadership roles throughout the senior years  
• Research Project:  Public presentation of independent research undertaken in the context of 

HSC studies 
• Artistic Program: Satisfactory completion of Choir and Eurythmy modules 
• Active Wilderness Program: Participation in the Year 11 and Year 12 outdoor education 

programs 
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Main Lessons 
 

States of Origin: First Nations 
 

This Main Lesson explores the original or primal state of human consciousness, our “states of origin”, 
as expressed in the culture and social structures of indigenous societies around the world. In 
particular we focus on the original culture of aboriginal Australians, and examine their Songlines, 
Dreaming culture and family structures. This study serves as a foundation for understanding the 
evolution of human consciousness. There are distinct stages in this journey, leading through the 
Greeks, the Middle Ages, the Enlightenment and to the emergence of human rights and democratic 
traditions in our present age.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Modern World 
 

“On or around December 1910, human character changed…” so wrote Virginia Woolf on the birth of 
the movement known as ‘Modernism’ that touched all areas of artistic, physical and scientific 
thought. This Main Lesson explores the arts and changing consciousness of the period with emphasis 
on the revolutionary changes that took place in understanding the cosmos and human identity and 
the new ways of thinking about the world that developed. Students explore a diverse range of artistic 
expressions including; Flaubert, Delacroix, Ulysses, Marx, Nietzsche, Dali, Duchamp, Frank Lloyd 
Wright, Freud, Proust, Pound, Dada, Stravinsky, Lawrence, Gaudi, Kafka, Beckett, Woolf, Kandinsky, 
Picasso, Banksy and so many more as they take a journey through the new and often radical ways 
artists of all kinds sought to express their response to this new world. 

 

A Profile 
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Myth, Mystics and Martyrs 
Spiritual Beliefs and Religions 

 
“Myth, Mystics and Martyrs” aims to undertake an overview of a number of Belief Systems and 
acceptance of difference in regard to cultural ideas. We begin with the nature of Belief Systems 
including both secular and religious. We investigate the reasons for the development of beliefs 
as well as the exploration of mythology from ancient times including Australian Indigenous 
Spirituality. Other cults, ideologies, symbology and major religions are studied with comparisons 
highlighted. The Medieval mystics such as Hildegard von Bingen and Joan of Arc are contrasted. 
The content is aligned with the HSC Society and Culture course as well as Religious Studies. 
As part of the Main Lesson, the students undertake individual research on a religious leader, 
non-religious belief system, religion, guru, sect, cult, symbol or mystic to present a talk to the 
class. In this way a variety of beliefs are covered and the student has an in depth understanding 
of one area. The students create a glossary of new terms relating to the study of belief systems 
(eg: existential) and are able to better understand their own beliefs and culture as well as accept 
other people’s beliefs. 

 

 
 

 

Zoology 
 

The aim of this Main Lesson is to provide students with a broad overview of the Animal Kingdom 
through studies of diverse body forms and the ways in which animals achieve the necessary bodily 
functions. Key stages of animal evolution, such as multicellularity, bilateral symmetry, 
cephalization, coelom, segmentation and notochord, are examined. Opportunities are provided for 
students to undertake internal examinations of organisms such as worms, rats and fish, which 
complements the theoretical work. Characterisations of animal groups allow students to develop 
a deep interest and respectful relationship with the natural world. 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiE24m70bTTAhXEJZQKHfihDowQjRwIBw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/229683649718725048/&psig=AFQjCNFLUoZq7b5TGOb6XuLAbeDEIZ4ktA&ust=1492832740075416
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Evolution and Embryology 
 

Similarities between creation myths from different world cultures are initially explored. Turning 
to the advent of science, students look at different views of evolution – including the ideas of 
Aristotle, Haeckel’s biogenetic law, Darwinian and neo-Darwinian theory, and ideas of evolution 
following from Goethe’s “form archetypes”. Questions of chance and necessity (purpose) in 
evolution are taken into consideration. The central task of the Main Lesson is to look at the 
embryological development of the human being. Each stage is considered, from conception to 
birth. The facts of embryogenesis are considered from the purely scientific point of view, but 
also through artistic work – in particular clay modeling – which allows the students to engage 
deeply in the dynamic events in the creation of the human form.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Introduction to Philosophy 
 

This unit provides the opportunity to explore basic philosophical issues and methods. The aim 
is not to engage in an academic kind of philosophical study, but to embrace philosophical 
questioning and discussion as the “love of wisdom”, as the word “philosophy” implies. Students 
come to a general understanding of the central themes of philosophical enquiry, and are able 
to engage in philosophical discussion and logical reasoning. They carry out an in-class exercise 
in individual philosophical enquiry, taking a chosen issue and bringing to bear upon it the 
questions of truth, beauty and goodness. Students further undertake an in-class research 
project relating to a chosen field of philosophy and then take part in a class debate on a specific 
philosophical theme. 
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Parzifal - A Modern Journey 
 

This Main Lesson extends the work of biography introduced in Year Nine, using the mediaeval text 
‘Parzival’, by Wolfram von Eschenbach as a guide and context for an evolving journey of self-
development. The text is full of wisdom and great themes, as well as characters who speak to and 
symbolise different aspects of the human being. The story embodies the archetypal hero’s journey, 
(to attain, in this case, the ‘grail’) during which great challenges and hardships must be faced and 
overcome in order to act with increasing consciousness, wisdom and empathetic feeling. The idea 
of pursuing an ideal or ‘grail’ of some description is very enlivening and inspiring as we become 
conscious of the inner and outer stumbling blocks that thwart our progress. 
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Senior Leadership  
Students in the senior years have a unique opportunity to participate in leadership roles.  We 
commence Year 11 with an introductory session, outlining and exploring the role of senior students 
as leaders in the student community. Leadership is explored in particular relation to: 

• Self-leadership and direction as motivating principles underpinning effective learning and 
study  

• Modelling mature behaviour to the younger students and presenting student endeavour in 
the broader community effectively 

• Servant Leadership as a personal attribute in serving the school community  
• Mindfulness as a personal tool for implementing leadership effectively, managing stress and 

maintaining focus  
• Communication as a means through which information can be imparted and shared 

successfully and through which relationships can be formed   
• Public presentation of an individual research project as a platform through which learning 

experiences are shared with the broader community and oral presentation skills are 
developed 

• Portfolios: Students may elect to further develop and explore their leadership skills by 
assisting in a specific area of school life through the Leadership Portfolio Program.  Students 
who choose this option undertake a leadership role as they, in collaboration with staff, 
develop activities which involve younger students and/or others in the community. Students 
become jointly responsible for implementing these activities and gain leadership experience 
whist doing so. 

 

Leadership Portfolio Program 
The portfolio activities begin in Year 11 for those who elect to explore leadership skills and 
responsibilities more formally. Their involvement continues throughout the year and tapers off 
during Year 12 as HSC studies become increasingly demanding. Each portfolio may involve three to 
four students working together, guided by a staff member. Portfolios are determined each year 
depending on need and the student cohort. Students nominate interest areas and the school 
considers and allocates portfolios at the beginning of Year 11. Acknowledgement of this contribution 
to the school community is recorded on each student’s reference and Glenaeon Certificate. 

Portfolios  
1. Assemblies - Assist in planning and MC assemblies 
2. Tours/Events - Act as host at school tours, Open Days and School Expos 
3. Social Justice - Identify projects, plan and coordinate fund raising, manage continuing links 

with development projects 
4. Sustainability - Student members of Eco Council: assist in planning of school sustainability 

program 
5. Sport - Assist in coaching and mentoring sport teams in high school and co-curricular sport 

program 
6. Outdoor Ed - Assist OE Teacher in preparing students for OE activities, mentoring younger 

students  
7. Performing Arts – Organisational support and hosting of performance events 
8. Galleries - Assist in curating and displaying Visual Arts and Artisan projects through the school 
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Research Projects and Presentation  
Skills for the future 
The value of engaging in research-based individual projects is manifold, and plays an important role 
in developing critical-thinking research skills, and a reflective and independent approach to learning. 
Public speaking skills are likewise valuable and call for the concise articulation of key ideas and an 
artful expansion of engaging content. Key capacities for the future, both in terms of future study and 
active participation in adult life, are established when these two areas are combined, and confidence 
and a sense of achievement is developed in students as they gain experience in presenting their 
independent research at various intervals throughout their final year.  

All students are required to complete one of two projects as part of the Senior Studies Certificate 
program, both of which entail work at a deep, investigative level and an oral presentation. Work 
commences on these projects in Term 4, Year 11, with the final presentation in late November of 
Year 12, prior to Graduation. 

 
Projects 1 and 2 
 
Project 1 is chosen by students whose HSC subjects already incorporate a project component that 
promotes a deep and independent approach to learning.  Their independent research and creative 
endeavour is undertaken within the context of their HSC subject, and students present on what they 
have learned and their creative process. For the purpose of Project 1, students who study more than 
one HSC subject with a project component must nominate one subject only on which to focus their 
oral presentation. HSC subjects which incorporate a project component include: Design & 
Technology, Drama, English Extension 2, History Extension, Music, Society & Culture, and Visual Arts.  
 
Project 2 is designed for students who are not undertaking an HSC subject with a practical 
component. In this instance, students’ projects and presentations arise out of independent research 
that directly relates to one topic, chosen from one of their HSC courses. This research leads to an 
expansion of their understanding in this area and directly supports their studies in their HSC course. 
Project 2 is formed in consultation with the Senior School Coordinator and the subject teachers. 
Subjects which lend themselves well to Project 2 include: Ancient History, Biology, Chemistry, English 
Extension 1, Modern History, and Physics.  
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Artistic Program 
Choir 
Choral singing is an important part of life in a Steiner School, and its benefits are also well 
documented in mainstream educational research, ranging from reduced susceptibility to asthma, 
supporting emotional development, and intellectual achievement. At a stage when the focus of 
education encourages individualism and the attainment of personal goals, choral singing offers a 
health giving complementary experience. Working in a group to create a musical work of art is a 
powerful experience of co-operative endeavour. As the students mature in their emotional and 
intellectual understanding, there are many opportunities through choral singing to enrich their 
knowledge of other cultures, geographies and historical periods. 

 

Eurythmy 
Through eurythmy, students gain a deeper understanding of music and speech and how the elements 
of tone and sound can be experienced as creative, forming forces in the natural world and in the 
human being. The relationship between experiences of the soul and movement is brought into 
greater focus throughout the senior years and developed in a conscious manner. All elements of 
eurythmy are practiced to a higher standard and the students develop the ability to move fluidly and 
artistically. Developing personal focus, mindfulness and rhythmic balance become areas of particular 
relevance as eurythmy works to integrate and harmonise the students’ intellectual work though 
movement practice.  
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Active Wilderness Program 
Year 11: Service, Culture & Wilderness 
The Year 11 class trip combines service, cultural awareness and wilderness experiences. It centres 
around developing our relationship with peoples from other cultures and challenges our students’ 
perceptions of 21st Century society. Students consider their personal lives within the context of 
current understandings of advantage and disadvantage, and further their awareness of national and 
global concerns relating to issues of social justice and economic environments.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

Year 12: Solo Journeys  
The Year 12 class trip marks the final journey in the Glenaeon Outdoor Education Program. The camp 
provides an opportunity for exceptional personal and social development as students thoroughly 
prepare for and undertake a 24-48 hour solo camp, giving them the opportunity to experience a 
stillness rarely experienced in modern society. All students complete their solo at the same time and 
return to their class community in silence and with reverence, where experiences and learning can 
be privately reflected upon or respectfully shared.  Students also engage in practical work as they 
contribute to the rejuvenation of the natural environment in which they have been immersed 
through planting and weeding, thereby assisting in the endeavour to return the property to its natural 
state. 
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The Record of School Achievement 
(RoSA) 

At the end of Year 11 and upon completion of the Preliminary courses, student achievement grades, 
from A to E, are recorded with the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA). These grades appear 
on the Record of School Achievement (RoSA), which can be ordered by the student upon leaving 
school and has been designed to provide students who do not choose to complete Year 12 and the 
HSC, with an official record of their school achievement up to the time of their departure from 
secondary studies. The RoSA records completed Year 10 and Preliminary courses and grades, and 
participation in uncompleted Preliminary courses is also noted. 

In addition, a transcript of students Year 10 and Preliminary Grades are included in the academic 
portfolio which the student receives upon graduation.  
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The NSW Higher School Certificate 
The Higher School Certificate is an exit certificate awarded and issued by the NSW Education 
Standards Authority (NESA). It marks the completion of 13 years of schooling, and presents a profile 
of student achievement in a set of courses. 
 
 

 
 

 
All courses offered for the Higher School Certificate have a unit value, and subjects may have 
a value of 2 units or 1 unit. Each unit involves class time of approximately 60 hours per year.  
 
 

1 unit = 60 hours per year = 50 marks 
2 units = 120 hours per year = 100 marks 

 
 

 
The basic structure for most courses is 2 units 
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HSC Requirements 

To be eligible for the award of the Higher School Certificate, students must: 
• Have satisfactorily completed courses that meet the pattern of study required by the Board 

of Studies for the award of the Higher School Certificate. This includes the completion of the 
practical, oral or project works required for specific courses and the assessment 
requirements for each course; 

• Have sat for and made a serious attempt at the requisite Higher School Certificate 
examinations and assessment tasks 

• Have studied a minimum of 12 units in the Preliminary (Year 11)  Course 
• Have studied a minimum of 10 units in the HSC (Year 12) Course. 

 
Both the Preliminary Course and the HSC Course must include at least: 

• 6 units from Board Developed Courses 
• 2 units of a Board Developed Course in English 
• Three courses of 2 units value or greater 
• Four subjects 

 

HSC (Preliminary) Subjects considered for 2018 

Ancient History English (Standard) Mathematics 
(Standard) Music 2 

Biology English (Advanced) Mathematics Physics 

Chemistry English Extension 1 Maths Extension 1 Society & Culture 

Design & 
Technology German Continuers Modern History Visual Arts 

Drama Japanese 
Continuers Music 1  

 

Extension Subjects 
Extension courses are available in a number of subjects. All extension courses are 1 unit in value 
and build on the content of the 2 unit courses. 
 
Year 11 (Preliminary) 
Extension units require students to work beyond the standard of the 2 Unit course, and in Year 11, 
these are available in English and Mathematics only. Students must study these Preliminary Extension 
Courses if they wish to proceed to the Year 12 Extension courses in those subjects.  
 

Year 12 (HSC) 
English and Mathematics Extension 2 Courses require students to work beyond the standard of the 
Extension 1 Courses, and in Year 12, Extension 2 courses are available in English and Mathematics 
only.  In addition, HSC Extension courses are available in Music, History and Languages only.  
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Distance Education and the NSW School 
of Languages 
Students may elect to undertake study in a subject not otherwise offered at Glenaeon. Our students 
have access to a broad range of Preliminary and HSC courses through either the Distance Education 
High School or through the NSW School of Languages. The Distance Education High Schools offers a 
variety of subjects while the NSW School of Languages, also a distance education school, offers 
tuition in languages only. 

In this mode, the students are provided with printed materials, CD/DVD materials, telephone 
lessons (NSW School of Languages only), face-to-face group lessons, computer-assisted 
communication and online learning to complete their studies. Distance Education and NSW 
School of Languages courses attract additional fees, payable to the provider and students supply 
their own devices and earphones.  

 

VET - HSC Courses 
Students from Glenaeon have access to VET/HSC courses and can choose from subjects that 
include, but are not limited to: Information and Digital Technology, Rural Studies, Construction, 
Retail Operations, Hospitality, Automotive Studies, Design Studies, Event Management, Marine 
Operations. These courses are offered at TAFE networks located close to the school at either the 
Sydney or Northern Sydney Institutes. TVET courses attract additional fees, payable to the provider.  

Industry Framework Courses 
These courses are 2 units for each year of study and count towards an ATAR if students study the 
course for two years and elect to sit for an examination during their HSC year. There is a 35 hours 
mandatory period of work placement for each year of study. Students also gain an AQF Certificate 
II in their chosen course area. 
 

Non Industry Framework Courses 
These courses are 2 units for each year of study and may be studied for one or two years. They do 
not count towards the ATAR but the units of work covered will give credit towards an AQF 
Certificate II qualification. Both Industry and Non-Industry Framework subjects are dual-accredited 
as VET subjects and HSC subjects, i.e. they are listed on each student’s Preliminary Course 
Certificate (Year 11) and Higher School Certificate (Year 12). 
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HSC Subjects 
 

 

English - Standard 
 

 In the Preliminary English (Standard) course, students explore the ways events, experiences, 
ideas and processes are represented in and through texts. Students reflect on and demonstrate 
the effectiveness of texts for different audiences and purposes. Content common to the Standard 
and Advanced courses is undertaken through units of work called Areas of Study, comprising 40% 
of the course content. Electives are undertaken in which students explore and examine texts and 
analyse aspects of meaning. Modules that provide elective choices emphasize particular aspects 
of shaping meaning and demonstrate the effectiveness of texts for different audiences and 
purposes.  

  

 
 

 

 

English - Advanced 
 

In the Preliminary English (Advanced) course, students explore the ways that events, 
experiences, ideas, values and attitudes are represented in and through texts. Students explore 
textual features by responding imaginatively, interpretively and critically. The Preliminary course 
has two sections. Content common to the Standard and Advanced courses is undertaken through 
a unit of work called the Area of Study and this comprises 40% of the course. Students also 
undertake at least one elective in which students explore, examine and analyse texts in view of 
a particular conceptual understanding.  A new module will be introduced in 2018 and it is titled 
“The Craft of Writing”.  This module aims to strengthen and extend students’ knowledge, skills 
and confidence as accomplished writers.  The Elective modules comprise 60% of the course 
content. 
 

 
 

 

A Profile 
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Mathematics - Standard 
 
The Mathematics Standard courses are focused on enabling students to use mathematics 
effectively, efficiently and critically to make informed decisions in their daily lives. They provide 
students with the opportunities to develop an understanding of, and competence in, further 
aspects of mathematics through a large variety of real-world applications for a range of 
concurrent HSC subjects.  
 
Mathematics Standard 1 is designed to help students improve their numeracy by building their confidence and success 
in making mathematics meaningful. Numeracy is more than being able to operate with numbers. It requires 
mathematical knowledge and understanding, mathematical problem-solving skills and literacy skills, as well as positive 
attitudes. When students become numerate they are able to manage a situation or solve a problem in real contexts, 
such as everyday life, work or further learning. This course offers students the opportunity to prepare for post-school 
options of employment or further training.  
 
Mathematics Standard 2 is designed for those students who want to extend their mathematical skills beyond Stage 5 
but are not seeking the in-depth knowledge of higher mathematics that the study of calculus would provide. This 
course offers students the opportunity to prepare for a wide range of educational and employment aspirations, 
including continuing their studies at a tertiary level. 
 
Students of the Mathematics Standard 1 and Mathematics Standard 2 courses study a common Mathematics Standard 
Year 11 course. 
 

 
 
 

 

Mathematics 
 
The course is intended to give students who have demonstrated general competence in the skills 
previously developed in Mathematics, an understanding of and competence in some further 
aspects of mathematics, which are applicable to the real world. It has general educational merit 
and is also useful for concurrent studies in science and commerce. The course is a sufficient basis 
for further studies in mathematics as a minor discipline at tertiary level in support of courses 
such as the life sciences or commerce. Students who require substantial mathematics at a tertiary 
level, supporting the physical sciences, computer science or engineering, should undertake the 
Mathematics Extension 1 course or Mathematics Extension 2 course. 
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Ancient History 
 
The study of Ancient History engages students in an investigation of life in early societies based on 
the analysis and interpretation of physical and written remains. It offers students the opportunity 
to investigate the possible motivations and actions of individuals and groups, and how they shaped 
the political, social, economic and cultural landscape of the ancient world.  
Preliminary Ancient History is divided into 3 main areas: 

• Investigating Ancient History – The Nature of Ancient History and two case studies which are inquiry based 
investigations into historical features, people, places, events and developments of the ancient world.  

• Features of Ancient Societies – students are concerned with seeking explanations to the ‘how’ and ‘why’ 
questions of history: how people lived in the past, why they have lived that way, and how and why their 
circumstances changed.  

• Historical Investigation: students plan, design and write a comprehensive report on an investigation into an 
area of personal historical interest within Ancient History.  

The HSC course will cover topics including:  
• Cities of Vesuvius: Pompeii and Herculaneum 
• Ancient Society: The Bronze Age - Minoan Crete  
• Personality in their Times – Egypt: Hatshepsut 
• Historical Period: New Kingdom Egypt to the Death of Thutmose IV  

 
 

 

 

Biology 
 
Biology is the study of life and explores the diversity of life from a molecular to a biological 
systems level. The course examines the interactions between living things and the environments 
in which they live. It explores the application of biology and its significance in finding solutions to 
health and sustainability issues in a changing world. The Preliminary course examines the study of 
microbiology and the mechanisms and systems that living things use to obtain, transport and use 
for their own growth and repair; biotic and abiotic features of the environment and the 
interdependence of organisms in an ecosystem; and the evolution of life on Earth. The HSC course 
examines the processes and structures that plants and animals use to maintain a constant internal 
environment; the way in which characteristics are inherited from generation to generation; and 
studies of infectious and non-infectious diseases.  

Students have the opportunity to carry out an individual or a collaborative investigation that 
allows further development of biology concepts. 
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Chemistry 
 

Chemistry is the study of matter, and explores the structure, composition and reactions of and 
between elements, compounds and mixtures that exist in the Universe. The course examines 
discovery and synthesis of new compounds, the monitoring of elements and compounds in the 
environment, and an understanding of industrial processes and their applications to life processes. 
The Preliminary course develops the understanding of atomic structure and bonding, chemical 
changes, rates of reaction and energy changes associated with chemical reactions. Students 
become familiar with the universal language of chemistry through uses of chemical formula and 
quantitative analysis. 
The HSC course expands on areas such as acid concept, equilibrium concept and organic chemistry 
as well as the search for new sources of traditional materials and the design and production of new 
materials. The course explores the nature and manufacture of industrially important chemicals and 
their applications. 
Students have the opportunity to carry out an individual or a collaborative investigation that 
allows further development of chemistry concepts. 
 

 
 

 

 

Design & Technology 
 
Students study design processes, design theory and factors in relation to design projects. In the 
Preliminary course, students study designing and producing, which includes the completion of at 
least two design projects. In the HSC course, students undertake a study of innovation and 
emerging technologies, which includes a case study of an innovation. They also study designing 
and producing, which includes the completion of a Major Design Project. 
 

 
 
 

 



22     Years 11&12 Senior School Handbook 
 

 

Drama 
 

Students study the practices of making, performing and critical study in Drama, and engage with 
these components through collaborative and individual experiences. Preliminary course content 
comprises an interaction between the components of improvisation, play building, acting, 
elements of production in performance, theatrical traditions and performance styles. HSC Course 
content includes Australian Drama & Theatre, and involves a theoretical study through practical 
exploration of themes, issues, styles and movements of traditions of theatre, exploring relevant 
acting techniques, performance styles and spaces. The Group Performance of between three and 
six students involves creating a piece of original theatre, providing opportunity for each student 
to demonstrate his or her performance skills. For the Individual Project, students demonstrate 
their expertise in a particular area. They choose one project from Critical Analysis, Design, 
Performance, Script-writing or Video Drama. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

German Continuers 
 
The Preliminary and HSC courses have, as their organisational focus, themes and associated 
topics. Students’ skills in, and knowledge of, German will be developed through tasks associated 
with a range of texts and text types, which reflect the themes and topics.  Students will also gain 
an insight into the culture and language of German-speaking communities through the study of 
a range of texts. 
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Japanese Continuers 
 

The Preliminary course has, as its organisational focus, themes and associated topics. Students’ 
skills in, and knowledge and understanding of, Japanese will be developed through tasks 
associated with a range of texts and text types that reflect the themes and topics. Students will 
also gain an insight into the culture and the language of Japanese-speaking communities through 
the study of a range of texts. The HSC course focuses on the three prescribed themes and 
associated topics. Students will gain a broader and deeper understanding of Japanese and will 
extend and refine their communication skills in the language. As they expand the range of tasks, 
texts and text types studied, students’ knowledge and understanding of the culture and the 
language of Japanese-speaking communities will develop further 

 

 
 

 

 

Modern History 
 
The Year 11 course is structured to provide students with opportunities to develop and apply 
their understanding of and skills in investigating Modern History. The skills based units 
Investigating Modern History explores such concepts as the nature of modern history, historical 
sites and sources, contesting the past and history and memory. It is supported by two case 
studies, one from the Western Hemisphere and one from the Eastern. This unit is developed 
further by a focus on the forces and factors that shaped the modern world in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries. The students also choose an historical investigation of their own which 
culminates in an audio-visual presentation in Term 3. The HSC course focuses on power and 
authority in the 20th century through a study of totalitarian regimes. This is supported by a 
National Study (Russia and the Soviet Union) and a unit on Peace and Conflict such as the Cold 
War or the Arab Israeli conflict. Overall, the aim of Modern History in Years 11 and 12 is to provide 
students with a comprehension of the world they have inherited and to develop skills of critical 
investigation, argument with evidence, understanding of multiple perspectives and the analysis 
of source materials. 
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Music 1 
 

In the Preliminary and HSC courses, students will study the concepts of music through the 
learning experiences of performance, composition, musicology and aural skills within the context 
of a range of styles, periods and genres. In addition to core studies, students select three elective 
topics, which may include: an instrument and its repertoire, Australian music, Baroque music, 
Jazz, Medieval music, Methods of notating music, Music and religion, Music for radio, film, 
television and multimedia, Music in education, Music of a culture, Music of the 18th, 19th or 
20th and 21st centuries, Renaissance music, Rock, Technology and its influence on music and 
Theatre music. Please note that students wishing to take Music Extension must take Music 
2. 
 

 
 
 

Music 2 
 
Students study one Mandatory Topic covering a range of content and one Additional Topic in 
each year of the course. In the Preliminary course, the Mandatory Topic is Music 1600–1900, and 
in the HSC course, Music of the Last 25 Years (Australian focus). Additional topics include 
Australian Music, Music of a Culture, Medieval Music, Renaissance Music, Music 1900-1945 or 
Music 1945 – 25 years ago. Assessment in the HSC course comprises a Musicology and Aural Skills 
paper, performance, sight singing and a submitted composition.   
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Physics 
 

Physics is the study of the matter and energy and the interaction between them.  Fundamental 
questions relating to the nature of the universe are investigated and where possible patterns are 
identified and models, theories and laws are used to explain observations. The Preliminary 
course develops knowledge and understanding of fundamental mechanics and energy. Students 
learn to describe and analyse motion in two dimensions, explain events in terms of Newton’s 
Laws of Motion, the law of conservation of energy and the law of conservation of momentum. 
Students learn to explain and analyse waves and the transfer of energy by sound, light and 
thermodynamic principles and they develop skills to quantitatively analyse electric fields, 
circuitry and magnetism. 
 
The HSC course builds on the concepts of the Preliminary course by further developing an 
understanding of advanced mechanics, with particular focus on circular motion and motion in a 
gravitational field. Students further develop their understanding of electromagnetism and its 
applications. The role of evidence and prediction in the development of theories in physics is 
highlighted as students describe and analyse the properties of light and gain an understanding 
of the current model of the atom. Modern theories of physics in the contemporary world are 
studied and evaluated. 

 
 

 

 

Society & Culture 
Society and Culture deals with the interaction of persons, societies, cultures, environments and 
time. It draws on cross-disciplinary concepts and social research methodologies from 
anthropology, communication, cultural studies, media studies, philosophy, psychology, social 
ecology and sociology. Students are provided with the necessary concepts, skills, competencies 
and knowledge to encourage a process of independent thinking that may be used to explain 
patterns of behaviour, solve problems and actively contribute to local, national and global levels 
of society. 
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Visual Arts 
 

Visual Arts involves students in the practices of art-making, art criticism and art history.  Students 
develop their own artworks, culminating in a ‘body of work’ in the HSC course that reflects 
students’ knowledge and understanding about the practice and which demonstrates their ability 
to resolve a conceptually strong work. Students critically and historically investigate artworks, 
critics, historians and artists from Australia as well as those from other cultures, traditions and 
times. The Preliminary course is broad, while the HSC course provides for deeper, increasingly 
more independent investigations. While the course builds on Visual Arts courses in Stages 4 and 
5, it also caters for students with more limited experience in Visual Arts. 
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Extension Subjects  
 

English Extension 1 & 2 
Students have the opportunity to extend their studies in English by undertaking the English Extension Courses.   In 
these optional courses students explore ideas of value and consider how cultural values and systems of valuation arise. 
In the Preliminary course, students complete the module “Texts, Culture and Value”. Students continuing with the HSC 
English Extension 1 course must then complete the module titled “Literary Worlds”. Students also undertaking English 
Extension 2 for the HSC produce a Major Work in a medium of their own choosing. 

 
 

 

Mathematics Extension 1& 2 
The content of the Mathematics Extension 1 course includes the whole of the Mathematics course, and  is intended 
for students who have demonstrated a considerable aptitude in this subject. The Extension 1 course is intended to 
give these students a thorough understanding of, and competence in, aspects of mathematics including many which 
are applicable to the real world. The course has general educational merit and is also useful for concurrent studies of 
science, industrial arts and commerce. It is a recommended minimum basis for further studies in mathematics as a 
major discipline at a tertiary level, and for the study of mathematics in support of the physical and engineering 
sciences. Although the Extenision1 course is sufficient for these purposes, it is recommended that students of 
outstanding mathematical ability should consider undertaking the Mathematics Extension 2 course. 

 
 

 

History Extension  
The aim of HSC History Extension is to enable students to evaluate the ideas and processes used by historians to 
produce history and to apply what they have learned to enquire into areas of historical interest with increasing 
independence. Through the study of HSC History Extension, students will learn about significant historiographical ideas 
and processes, learn to design, undertake and communicate historical inquiry, and appreciate the way history has 
been recorded over time. All students undertake a project of historical inquiry, and complete two extended response 
questions in the examination. 

  

 
 

 

German Extension  
The aim of the German Extension course is to enhance students’ knowledge and understanding of a range of issues as 
reflected in contemporary German texts, while extending their ability to use and appreciate German as a medium for 
communication, and creative thought and expression. The course is assessed through components in speaking skills, 
analysis of written text in German, response to written text that is in German and writing skills. 
 

 
 

Music Extension  
The aim of the Music Extension course is to provide challenging and rigorous opportunities for musically and 
academically talented students to assist them in the realisation of their potential as performers, composers or 
musicologists. Students will expand critical aural knowledge and skills in all musical experiences. In this course, 
students specialise in ONE of the learning experiences of performance or composition or musicology. Performance 
students perform three contrasting pieces, Composition students submit two works, and Musicology students submit 
a 300 word musicological research essay.  There is no written examination for this course.  
 

A Profile 
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Changing Subjects 
 
During the first three weeks of Year 11, students may try a variety of subjects before committing to 
a program of study. During this period, a ‘Subject Change / Withdrawal’ form does not need to be 
completed, however, it is imperative that students inform the Senior School Co-ordinator of any 
changes to attendance BEFORE attending a different class. 
 
After the 4th week of Term 1, students must complete and submit a ‘Subject Change / Withdrawal’ 
form with all requisite signatures before changing subject lines. 
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NESA: Reporting Student Achievement 
 
For the majority of courses, the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA), reports student 
achievement against published standards in a Course Report for each course that shows: 
 
• The student’s moderated School Assessment Mark; 
• The student’s aligned (not raw) Examination Mark; 
• The student’s HSC Mark (the average of the assessment and examination marks); 
• The Performance Band attained; and 
• A graph showing where the student’s HSC Mark lies in relation to the total candidature. 
 
School-based Assessment Tasks contribute 50% of the HSC Mark. The School Assessment Mark is 
based on a student’s performance in Assessment Tasks undertaken during the course. The other 
50% of the HSC Mark comes from the HSC Examination in each subject.  
 
The Performance Band indicates the standard attained by a student in a course in relation to 
defined criteria, including the knowledge and understanding of the concepts and principles of that 
course. The standards described by the performance bands represent the range of achievement 
expected by students completing that course. The percentage of students in a given band for a 
particular course depends on how students enrolled in that course performed against the standards 
defining the bands in that course. There is no predetermined percentage of students to be placed 
in any given band. 
 
 
It follows that, although the standards defining the performance bands in a course will be 
constant from year to year, standards cannot be compared between courses as they are 
based on different criteria. Thus it can be expected that the percentage of students in 
each performance band will vary from course to course. 
 
In 2 unit courses, student achievement is reported using six (6) Performance Bands: 

Performance 
Band 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Mark Range 0-49 50-59 60-69 70-79 80-89 90-100 
 
In extension courses, student achievement is reported using four (4) Performance Bands 
(except Mathematics which has its own reporting bands): 

Performance 
Band 

E1 E2 E3 E4 

Mark Range 0-24 25-34 35-44 45-50 
 
The Examination Mark reported on a student’s Record of Achievement indicates the standard a 
student has attained in a specific course. The HSC Mark is calculated as the average of the 
Examination Mark and the Moderated School Assessment Mark. This HSC Mark determines a 
student’s Performance Band for each course undertaken. 
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The ATAR 
 

The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) is a number which provides a measure 
of a student’s overall academic achievement in the HSC in relation to that of other 
students in the state. The ATAR is calculated solely for use by universities to rank and 
select school leavers for admission to university. ATAR replaced the UAI from 2009. 

 
To be eligible for an ATAR, a student must satisfactorily complete at least 10 units (including 
at least 2 units of English) of ATAR courses. This rank, reported to students separately, is 
reported as a number between 0 and 99.95 in groupings of 0.05.  
 
Whereas NESA reports against standards, universities are concerned with ranking school 
leaver applicants. In calculating the ATAR, then, what is important about HSC marks is the 
information they convey about a student’s position in relation to other students; i.e. their 
rank order.  
 
The scaling process takes marks provided by NESA and estimates what the marks would 
have been if all courses had been studied by all students. The scaling algorithm is designed 
to encourage students to take the courses for which they are best suited and which best 
prepare them for their future studies. The principle underlying the algorithm is that a 
student should neither be advantaged nor disadvantaged by choosing one HSC course over 
another.  
 
The mean, standard deviation and the maximum mark in a course are modified in the 
process of scaling. Adjustments are then made to the marks of individual students to 
produce scaled marks, which are the marks the students would have received if all courses 
had the same candidatures. Although scaled marks in most cases will be different from the 
raw marks from which they are derived, the ranking of students within a course is not 
changed.  
 
Scaling is carried out each year, which means that an individual subject’s scaling can vary 
from year to year. It does not assume that one course is intrinsically more difficult than 
another or that the quality of the course candidature is always the same. 
 

Choosing Your Subjects 
 
The best advice for students wanting to maximise their ATAR?  
 

Choose what you are interested in, what you do well in, and what 
will provide a strong base for your future career. Don’t try to ‘work 

the system’ – you are likely to get it wrong. 
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Pathways to Tertiary Education 
 

There are many ways that students may apply for entry into courses at tertiary level, and the main 
pathways are summarised below. We encourage parents and students to become familiar with 
these, as it is possible to seek entry through multiple pathways. 

 
ATAR 
The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank is directly related to performance in the NSW HSC, and 
students must satisfactorily complete at least 10 units (including 2 of English) of ATAR courses. 
Individual universities determine minimum cut-offs for places through the Universities Admission 
Centre.  All universities in NSW participate in course placements via ATAR. 

 
Non Award Study 
Students can apply at some universities (such as Macquarie and Notre Dame) to commence courses 
without being admitted to a degree program. This would generally be done on the basis of the 
Glenaeon Senior Studies Certificate and School Recommendation. If satisfactory progress is made 
in those courses, students can then transfer to award courses in subsequent semesters. Please note 
that non-award study does not qualify for HECS support and attracts considerable tuition fees 
(approximately $8,000 for full-time study, payable in advance). Non-award study is only possible in 
a limited number of courses. 

 
STAT 
The Special Tertiary Admissions Test is designed to assess a range of competencies considered 
important for success in tertiary study. The are held between May and June each year, and attract 
a fee. UAC administers two STAT versions; Multiple Choice and Written English, and students must 
find out whether STAT can be used for admission to the courses being considered, and which STAT 
version is required. The STAT tests can only be sat ONCE in each calendar year.  

 
SAT1 
The SAT1 is an American reasoning test that can be sat in Australia and used to gain entry to a 
limited number of courses at some universities. This can only be done in conjunction with the 
Glenaeon Senior Studies Certificate or similar which verifies the completion of secondary studies. 
The SAT 1 is converted into an ATAR ranking, and must be applied for and taken in the early part of 
Year 12, to ensure that the results can be considered for selection. Some universities require 
students to complete an additional ‘advanced placement’ test for SAT 1. Students must find out 
whether the SAT1 can be used for admission to the courses being considered, and whether the 
additional test needs to be completed. The test is administered at Macquarie University. 
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TAFE 
The Technical and Further Education network runs an extensive range of courses, and are more 
vocational or practical in nature. These courses generally do not require an ATAR or HSC, although 
some courses hold specific subject prerequisites. There are well defined pathways leading from 
TAFE study into university, generally requiring the completion of a TAFE Certificate 4. Some subjects 
or courses may be credited toward a university degree program.   
 

Direct Entry 
Each university faculty allows for a discretionary direct entry quota.  It is necessary for students to 
have a clearly articulated interest or passion in a subject area, as well as a defined picture of which 
university courses they specifically wish to undertake. Students can make considerable use of the 
Glenaeon Senior Studies Certificate, Academic Record and Research Project in their direct approach 
to the relevant faculty or university. The school can provide further guidance and assistance if 
students wish to consider this approach. 
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Policies, Procedures and General 
Information 

 
Enrolment in Years 11 and 12 requires a serious commitment from each student and the student 
must commit themselves to work conscientiously and to uphold the policies of the Senior School. 
Students are expected to show respect for the school, its philosophy and all members of the school 
community. They are also expected to make a positive contribution to the community in terms of 
academic application, behaviour, demeanour and dress. 
 

School Hours 
In Years 11 and 12, classes may be timetabled from 8:00am – 5:30pm. While the core teaching 
periods remain between 8.45am – 3.30pm, all students will have at least one class outside of these 
hours.  All students must be in attendance at school in time for their first class of the day or at 
8:45am, whichever comes earlier. The guardian time, held at 8:45am, is a time when guardians and 
year advisors impart important information to the year group, as well as discuss issues that relate 
to the class or school community. Punctuality and consistent attendance is an important 
expectation of all students.  
 

Attendance 
Students must attend school for a minimum of 85% of each school term. Lateness will be noted as 
part of the 15% absence rate. Should the rate of absence be greater than the allowable 15%, the 
student will be asked to show cause. In the event of extended illness, work must be caught up when 
the student has returned to full health. 
 

Absences 
It is a condition of enrolment that all parents adhere to the rules regarding student attendance at 
school. Requests for leave to attend appointments should be directed in advance and in writing to 
the class guardian.  Requests for longer absences such as for interstate or overseas trips, extensions 
of holidays etc. must be submitted in writing to the head of school. Absence due to illness needs to 
be explained by way of a note given to the guardian on the day of return to school.  We also request 
that parents email or telephone the school in the morning to advise of the absence. Please email: 
absence@glenaeon.nsw.edu.au or telephone 9417 3193 or fill out the absence form on School 
Stream. 
 

Illness at school 
Students who become sick at school must report to their guardian or year advisor.  Parents are 
also required to notify the class guardian or year advisor (in writing) when a student is placed on 
medication that involves taking it at school. 
 

Cars 
Senior students are not permitted to bring vehicles on to the premises.  In consideration of the 
local residents, vehicles are not to be parked in either Glenroy Avenue or Greenfield Avenue. This 
is a condition of the school’s Development Consent from Willoughby Council and any breaches 
will have consequences under the school’s Code of Conduct. 
 

  

mailto:absence@glenaeon.nsw.edu.au
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Mobile phones and wearable devices 
 Mobile phones and wearable devices are not permitted to be used on the school grounds at any 

time during school hours.  There is a phone at the office that is available for students’ use provided 
they have written permission from the class guardian or advisor. 

 

BYOD – Bring Your Own Device 
Under Glenaeon’s BYOD Program, students in Years 11-12 may wish to bring their own computing 
device to school as required for their subjects. Students are able to access school owned devices 
from the library, if the device is not already in use by a younger student. Should seniors wish to have 
guaranteed access to a device, they are required to bring their own.  More information, including 
device specifications, can be found in Glenaeon’s BYOD guidelines. 

Laboratories, Workshops and Classrooms 
All students are expected to assist in keeping classrooms etc. tidy and in good order and respect 
for furniture and surroundings is expected at all times.  At the end of each day, students should 
see that floors are clean, fans, heaters and machinery are turned off, windows closed and chairs 
placed on top of desks.  With the provision of Kitchen/Common Room Facilities all students must 
ensure that good order is maintained in that area to secure a pleasant atmosphere.  Food and 
drink are not to be consumed in classrooms or in the Senior Study Area. 
 

Early Leave 
Students in Year 12 may apply for Early Leave providing they meet the following criteria: 

• A double period has been allocated in P7 & P8 for a subject line in which you are not taking 
a course and 

• You do not have any afternoon extension classes on the same day for which you are 
applying for early leave and 

• You have demonstrated a mature approach to your studies and 
• You have a consistent record of handing assessments in on time, and completing work to 

an appropriate standard during the allocated lesson time and 
• You are arriving at school on time and adhering to the school rules in relation to uniform, 

behaviour and attendance   
or 

• You are enrolled in a TVET course as part of your academic program at Glenaeon 
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Completion of Work 
Students must participate in all class activities and complete all set tasks for Main Lessons, Projects 
and NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) courses.  Where work is not completed to a 
satisfactory standard or in a timely manner, parents will be warned in writing of a ‘N’ (non-
completion) determination if standards do not improve. If the issues have not been rectified by 
August (Year 11) or October (Year 12), an ‘N’ determination will be made.   
 
In the case of a Preliminary Course, the student will be unable to enrol in the HSC Course in that 
subject and will need to repeat the Preliminary course and achieve the required outcomes. In the 
case of an HSC subject, the student will be deemed not to have satisfied the requirements for that 
course, leading to possible ineligibility for the Higher School Certificate.  In the case of Main Lesson 
units, the student will be deemed not to have satisfied the requirements for that module, leading 
to ineligibility for the Glenaeon Senior Studies Certificate. All students who receive an “N” 
determination for a course will be informed of the consequences, their right to appeal (a Senior 
School Faculty or NESA appeal) and the relevant procedures. 
 

Assessment Program 
Assessment is a process of gathering information about student achievement at various stages in 
the HSC courses. Schools use a variety of assessment tasks to assess performance across a range of 
syllabus outcomes. The nature of tasks vary within and across courses – they include assignments, 
fieldwork and reports, oral presentations, tests and exams, portfolios, practical investigations, long 
term pieces of work and performances. Each task in a course is given a weighting (percentage of 
the total), based on syllabus requirements. A student’s final assessment mark in a course is derived 
from the assessment tasks. It is a numerical measure of what a student knows, understands and 
can do in that course. Assessment is standards referenced – achievement is assessed against the 
standards specified in a course.  
 
In both the Preliminary and HSC courses, a minimum notification of TWO weeks will be given for 
all assessment tasks.  It is the responsibility of any student who is absent to ensure they are 
informed of any assessment notifications given whilst they were away.  The written notification 
given to students will include the exact nature of the task, due date, weighting, outcomes 
assessed, and marking guidelines. 

 
Disability Provisions 
The Senior School Coordinator may grant disability provisions in assessment tasks or examinations 
for students with special needs or who have been injured. These will be provided in line with criteria 
set by NESA for external HSC examinations.  

 
Submitting Assessment Tasks 
Written assessments are required to be placed in the assessment box in the Senior Library by 
9.00am on the due date.  Any assignments placed after this are deemed to be late and will attract 
a penalty of 10% per day. The use of e-mail or fax as a means of submitting tasks is not acceptable. 
The School accepts no responsibility for the loss of tasks submitted electronically. Tasks submitted 
electronically will not be accepted and as such will incur late submission penalties until it is 
submitted personally to the subject teacher. In exceptional circumstances a subject teacher may 
negotiate with individual students or parents for a task to be submitted electronically. 
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In some instances, students may prepare assessment tasks on a computer/printer.  Faulty 
equipment is not an acceptable excuse for late submission. This also applies to printing (ink and 
toner shortages). Students should make regular backup copies of files, print their working drafts 
and keep drafts in order to support their work in case of late final submission. In the interests of 
parity for all in the cohort, if a student is absent from school on the day immediately preceding an 
assessment task due date, they must provide an ‘Evidence of Illness’ form with doctor’s certificate 
attached, otherwise late submission penalties will apply. 
 
Every assessment task must be completed, even if to be awarded a zero mark after penalties. 
Truancy will automatically result in a zero mark. Vacations taken outside normal school holidays are 
not accepted as a valid reason for non-submission of a task or non-attendance at a practical task. 
 

Malpractice 
Malpractice is any activity undertaken by a student that allows them to gain an unfair advantage 
over others. It includes but is not limited to: 
 

• Copying someone else’s work in part or in whole and presenting it as their own 
• Using material directly from books, journals, CDs or the internet without reference to the 

source 
• Building on the ideas of another person without reference to the source 
• Buying, stealing or borrowing another person’s work and presenting as their own 
• Submitting work to which another person such as a parent, coach or subject expert has 

contributed substantially 
• Using words, ideas, designs or the workmanship of others in practical and performance 

tasks without appropriate acknowledgement 
• Paying someone to write or prepare material 
• Breaching school examination rules 
• Using non-approved aides during an assessment task 
• Contriving false explanations to explain work not handed in by the due date 
• Assisting another person to engage in malpractice. 

 
In cases of suspected malpractice, a committee consisting of the subject teacher and the Senior 
School Coordinator review the case of suspected malpractice and determine the appropriate action 
should malpractice be proven. NESA recommends that a zero mark should be considered and in 
some circumstances a substitute task may be administered. The outcome in such cases will be 
conveyed in writing to parents.  

 
Non-serious Attempts 
In the case of a non-serious attempt for a submitted assessment task, the Senior School Faculty will 
review the case and determine the appropriate action should this be deemed necessary. The 
Faculty may recommend that a zero mark be considered or a substitute task may be administered. 
The outcome in such cases will be conveyed in writing to parents.  
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Illness, Emergency or Misadventure 
In all such cases a telephone call on the day of your absence to the Senior School Co-ordinator is 
required. If it is not possible to submit an assessment task due to illness, students must present, 
on the first day back at school:  
 
• The assessment task  
• A Medical Certificate (if applicable)  
• Completed Evidence of Illness / Misadventure form  
• Letter from a parent or guardian 
The items should then be presented to the Senior School Co-ordinator. 
 
Students who arrive back at school without the above documentation may receive a zero mark for 
that task. Students experiencing a prolonged absence must maintain contact with the Senior 
School Co-ordinator. Students with approved leave during assessment tasks must make alternate 
arrangements with the subject teacher and inform the Senior School Co-ordinator. Unapproved 
leave during assessment tasks will result in a mark of zero for that task. 
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Assessment Rank Order 
The final assessment mark cannot be revealed to students but students may be informed of their 
final assessment rank. Students can collect their Assessment Rank Order Notice from the office 
AFTER the last HSC examination at their centre. Students may also see the final rank in each course 
by using the Students Online service.  
 

Final Rank Reviews and Appeals 
Students are entitled to request a final rank review. All final rank reviews will focus on the school’s 
procedures for determining the final assessment mark. Students are not entitled to seek a review 
of teachers’ judgments of the worth of individual performance in assessment tasks. The marks or 
grades awarded will not be subject to review as part of this process. Any disputes over the individual 
task must be resolved at the time the task is returned. In an assessment review, the Senior School 
Coordinator will, in the first instance, review whether: 
 

• The weightings specified by the school in the assessment schedule handbook conform with 
NESA requirements as detailed in the syllabus packages 

• The procedures used for determining the final assessment marks conform to its stated 
assessment program 

• There are not computational or other clerical errors in the determination of the assessment 
mark 

 
If the Senior School Coordinator is satisfied that these conditions have been met, no change to the 
final assessment mark will be made and the student will be informed of the outcome of the review.  
 
Students can then request an appeal to the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA). This must 
be submitted through the school. There is no appeal against the marks awarded for individual 
assessment tasks. NESA will consider only whether:  
 

• The school review process was adequate 
• The conduct of the review was proper in all respects 

 
If the appeal is upheld, NESA will direct the school to conduct a further review. The latest date for 
submission of an appeal to NESA is the end of November.  
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Notes 
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