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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update  

Monday 23rd March 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I write following my communication Friday 20th March. 

 

Premier Gladys Berejiklian has at 9am held a press conference today Monday March 23rd. The Premier 

has indicated the following around schools: 

 

 ‘…. For practical reasons we will be encouraging parents 

to keep their children at home …’  

Ms Berijiklian spoke about the following: 

1. Parents are encouraged to keep their children at home where possible 
2. Schools will remain open – parents who have no option can send their children to school 

 Emergency workers etc 
3. The NSW Government is advising that it is safe for schools to remain open 

 

Moving forward with this advice at Banora Point PS 

 

While schools remain open, teachers will be at work. Some staff will also be making decisions in support of their 

loved ones who may be elderly or vulnerable. As principal I respect their decision to ‘self-isolate’ and keep their 

families safe as per the government’s recommendations. 

We are in unchartered territory. Our school is about relationships, meaningful and differentiated learning 

experiences. Our staff collaboratively craft learning experiences inside classrooms through explicit practices and 

protocols that cannot be replicated in the home remotely. This is particularly the case with younger year groups. 

Things are not going to be the same at home. One worksheet does not fit all learner needs and this is not how 

things are done at Banora. The completion of worksheets does not reflect learning progress. 

With this I would like all parents and carers to think about what is most important right now. Our number one 

priority is the safety and wellbeing of our loved ones. It is important to continue student learning, however, now is 

also the time to be taking care of each other and making sure that everyone is ok and feeling ok. It is not the end 

of the world if the school work is not completed. It is there for you as a support for the remainder of term only. It 

does make sense to maintain structure and routines, but it is also the case that safety and love and care and 

relationships are the primary focus in the immediate weeks ahead. 

Stage / grade work packs available from tomorrow 

At Banora our planning around teaching and learning is not focussed on completing worksheets. However, grade 

and stage teams will be building some ‘learning packs’ today and tomorrow that will be made available (from 

tomorrow March 24th) to help with a few basics until the end of Term One. Please note these materials are not 

what students would normally be undertaking in class. Packs will be available for distribution in the hall from 3pm 

Tuesday 24th. Families who may be unable to collect the packs, should contact the school. 

Parents are not expected to run a school at home. Do what you can only. 
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Term Two 2020 

As things progress over the next two weeks – the final weeks of term – things will become clearer about what the 

future may hold. Should there be an extended period where parents are encouraged to keep their children at 

home, our staff will seek to build more significant, longer term online / remote learning as a collective. Advice will 

follow as things develop. Our school’s response will reflect the NSW DoE policy. 

Communication with BPPS teachers until the end of Term One 2020 

Your child’s classroom teachers’ email will be attached to the work sent home. This will be the primary point of 

contact until the end of Term One 2020. Should your child’s teacher be absent, the stage leader will connect with 

you or connect you with the replacement teacher. 

Coronavirus COVID-19 HOTLINE 

If you or a loved one has respiratory or flu like symptoms and you are concerned you may like to call the 

Coronavirus COVID-19 Hotline on 131450 to discuss these with a clinician. Otherwise, please see your doctor. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Paul Taylor 

Principal 23/03/2020         


