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Coronavirus (COVID-19) Update  

Friday 20th March 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I write following my communication on Wednesday 18th March. 

 

Schools are continuing to stay open at this stage 

 

Our school has observed attendance at approximately 85% K-6 for the past four days, though attendance has 

dipped to approximately 70% today Friday 20th March. Our normal attendance rate is 92%. 

 

Consistent Message – we all seek medical advice at every level to make informed decisions/judgements 

 

I have visited all classrooms today Y1-6 and provided a clear message to all students. 

 Autumn is the usual time that we all get the common cold and influenza. This is normal, however, this 
does not mean that we have Coronavirus 

 When we are sick, our parents and or carers will take us to the doctor to seek medical advice. Only the 
doctors can tell us if we have Coronavirus 

 We are very fortunate to live in Australia with a very large land mass and a very small population in 
contrast to the rest of the world. As the virus is spread person to person, transmission will not be the 
same here as where there are very large populations in small areas. We are also an island and this will 
(we hope) be significant (as our borders close) in stopping the spread of Coronavirus into Australia 

 

School Closures – Only as advised by Medical Authorities 

I also discussed the notion of a school closure with our children. I have told our children 

 Should schools close, the decision will be taken by the National Coronavirus COVID-19 Cabinet – led by 
the Prime Minister Scott Morrison and State Premiers 

 I am not involved in this decision making as Principal 

 This national cabinet is advised by the chief medical officers for each state and their federal colleagues 
 

I would appreciate it if you could carry these consistent messages forward with our children as this issue 

develops. We are all advised by doctors to keep us safe. If schools close, I will advise on how remote learning 

will proceed if and when the time comes.  

As parents we will all trust each other to seek medical advice if our loved ones become ill. This is crucial. 

NAPLAN Cancelled 2020 

Please be advised that NAPLAN 2020 has been cancelled. This decision was taken by Education Ministers from 

around the country earlier today. 
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Coronavirus COVID-19 HOTLINE 

If you or a loved one has respiratory or flu like symptoms and you are concerned you may like to call the 

Coronavirus COVID-19 Hotline on 131450 to discuss these with a clinician. Otherwise, please see your doctor. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Paul Taylor 

Principal 20/03/2020         


